INTRODUCTION

Y1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gaveitn t6 show to His servants the things which mugiges in short order,
andwhich He signified by dispatchinig via His angel to His servant JoHfwho testified the full extent of what he sawncerning
the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ.

13Blessed be the reader and those listening to thidsaaf ths prophecy, and those keeping the things writteihy fior the time is
near.

JOHN'S SALUTATION

14 John

To the seven assemblies in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from the One Who is, Who arasWho is coming; from the seven Spirits whackbefore His throne;
1> and from Jesus Christ, the Faithful Witness, thstBornfromthe dead, and the Ruler of the kings of earth.

To the OnéAho loves usWho releases us from our sins by His blob¥andWho made us a kingdom, priests to His God and
Father; to Hirbe glory and control into the ages of ages. Amen.

Y7Behold! He comes with the cloulisEvery eye will see Him, including those who pegtddim. All the tribes of the earth will
mourn over Hinf.

Yes. Amen.

18"| am the Alpha and the Omega,” says Yahweh Gode‘The Who is, Who was, and Who is coming; the @tletrof all
[“The Almighty” or Yahweh Tsabaoth].”

JOHN'S INTRODUCTION

191 John, your brother and associate in the trifofatkingdom, and enduraneéich are in Jesus, was on the island called
Patmo3 via the word of God and the testimony of J€sdig’ | was in spiritform on the Lord’s Day, and heard behind me a loud
trumpet-like voicé™** saying, “Write what you see in a scroll and sirid the seven assemblies: unto Ephesos, unto Snuntu,
Pergamos, unto Thuatira, unto Sardeis, unto Phitideand unto Laodikea.”

12| turned to lookoward the voice of whoever was speaking with me. Havinged, | saw seven golden lampstahti$and
in the midst of the lampstands, one resemblingnac$anan’ clothed in a full-length robe, and bound with @sthhigh, golden beft.
114His head and hainsere white like wool? and his eyes like a flame of firé*°His feet resembled white-hot bronze yd®n it is
being heated in a furnat®.His voicewas like the sound of many watets**®having seven stars in His right hand, and a sharp,
double-edged sword protruding from His mouth. ¢figzewas like the sun shining in its power.

117wWhen | saw Him | fell at His feet like a dead mathe laid His righthand on me, saying, “Don’t be afraid. | am the Firstlan
the Last*®and the Living One. | was dead, and behold, liaind into the ages of ages. | have the keys aftband Hades™*®
Therefore, write the things which you saw, the gsimhich are, and the things which are about te fa#ce after these things.

120« Thisisthe secret of the seven stars which you saw inilyht hand, and the golden lampstands: the seven starbare t
messengers of the seven assemblies, and the sewpsténds are the seven assemblies.

! Daniel 7:13.

2 Zechariah 12:10.

3 A small (10 x 6 miles) island located about 50e®iSW of Ephesus. It was used as a penal colsoigting trouble-making
citizens from society without having to resort t@eution.

* John had been exiled to Patmos at some pointgithinfifteen-year reign of Domitian (1 Septemb&r-818 September 96).
His exile ended when the Senate reversed all seicteds upon Domitian’s death.

® The order of these cities represents major tradéecs located on the Roman highway from Ephestth tmPergamum and
then east to Laodicea.

® Something similar to the original Menorah?

" Obviously Jesus.

8 He is dressed like a priest.

° Daniel 7:9. White (grey) hair is also consideaesymbol of aged wisdom (Proverbs 16:31; 20:29).

19 His eyes and feet are like those of the superabtuessenger described in Daniel 10:6.

1 Ezekiel 43:2.



JESUS' LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS

#14To the messenger of the assembly in Eph8smste, ‘This is what the One holding the sevenssta His right hand says; the
One walking in the midst of the seven golden lacupds:

%24 have seen your activities, hard work, and yond@rance; that you are unable to bear jpsiisons. You evaluated those
calling themselves Apostles (they are not) and doimemto be liars. 3 You have endurance. You carried on via My Nametsnd
not fatigued.

Z4However, | have against you that you abandoned iyiisil loving commitment.?® Therefore, remember from where you
have fallen, change your frame of mind, and do ywiginal activities:> But if not, | come to you and will move your lastand out
of its placethat is, if you do not change your frame of mind.

Z5However, you have this: you despise the activitiehe Nikolaitians® which | also despise.”

Z74 et the one with an ear listen to what the Siays to the assemblies.

To the overcomer | will givéhe right to eat from the Tree of Life which is in the Passdof God.

JESUS' LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT SMYRNA

Z84To the messenger of the assembly in Smtimaite, ‘This is what the First and the Last sa#o was dead and came to
life:

%94 have seen your tribulation, destitution (althbugpu are rich), and the slander of those callirgrtselves Jews (they are not,
butare instead the synagogue of Satafi)’ Let no one fear the things which yare about to suffer. Behold! Diabolos is about to
throw some of you into prison, so that you mighelaluated. You will have tribulation ten dayse faithful even to the point of
death, and | will give you the victor's wreath #el” *°

Z114| et the one with an ear listen to what the Sdys to the assemblies.

The overcomer cannot be harmed by the Second Death.

12 For all practical purposes, Ephesus was the “alif Asia.

13 See Acts 19.

14 An early (Gnostic?) heresy that excused Chrigtimicipation in sinful activities such as idolaisofeasts and immorality.

15 Modern day Izmir, located about 40 miles nortfEphesus, at another major road intersection. Bobyfived 70-156), the
famous martyr, was Bishop of Smyrna.

16 pliny [governor of Pontus/Bithynia from 111-113 @ the Emperor Trajanit is my practice, my lord, to refer to you all tters
concerning which | am in doubt. For who can bagfee guidance to my hesitation or inform my ignara® | have never participated in trials of Chrisdid therefore
do not know what offenses it is the practice toighior investigate, and to what extent. And | hbgen not a little hesitant as to whether there Ishmeiany
distinction on account of age or no difference leetwthe very young and the more mature; whethelopas to be granted for repentance, or, if a m@sdnce been a
Christian, it does him no good to have ceased tniee whether the name itself, even without offense only the offenses associated with the namd¢caie
punished.

“Meanwhile, in the case of those who were denoucede as Christians, | have observed the follovarggedure: | interrogated these as to whetherwresg
Christians; those who confessed | interrogateccargkand a third time, threatening them with pumisht; those who persisted | ordered executed. RadIno doubt
that, whatever the nature of their creed, stubbesamnd inflexible obstinacy surely deserve tolyeghed. There were others possessed of the sdlynebtd because
they were Roman citizens, | signed an order fomtt® be transferred to Rome.

“Soon accusations spread, as usually happens, $&céthe proceedings going on, and several intsdssturred. An anonymous document was published
containing the names of many persons. Those whiedi¢mat they were or had been Christians, whepith@ked the gods in words dictated by me, offgreaier
with incense and wine to your image, which | hadeoed to be brought for this purpose together stittues of the gods, and moreover cursed Christe-obwhich
those who are really Christians, it is said, cafobeed to do--these | thought should be dischar@eders named by the informer declared that thesevChristians,
but then denied it, asserting that they had beéhduli ceased to be, some three years before, ottzgnsyears, some as much as twenty-five years, dhe
worshipped your image and the statues of the godbscursed Christ.

“They asserted, however, that the sum and substdrtbeir fault or error had been that they wereustomed to meet on a fixed day before dawn argl sin
responsively a hymn to Christ as to a god, andrtd themselves by oath, not to some crime, butmobmmit fraud, theft, or adultery, not falsifyethtrust, nor to
refuse to return a trust when called upon to dé\8een this was over, it was their custom to depack to assemble again to partake of food--but argliend innocent
food. Even this, they affirmed, they had ceasedbtafter my edict by which, in accordance with ymstructions, | had forbidden political associagoAccordingly,

I judged it all the more necessary to find out wthattruth was by torturing two female slaves wherevcalled deaconesses. But | discovered nothaeghelt
depraved, excessive superstition.

“I therefore postponed the investigation and hasien consult you. For the matter seemed to meatoant consulting you, especially because of thrabar
involved. For many persons of every age, every,rand also of both sexes are and will be endangEmdhe contagion of this superstition has spreztdnly to the
cities but also to the villages and farms. Bue#mmis possible to check and cure it. It is certagnite clear that the temples, which had been dldwserted, have
begun to be frequented, that the established oekgiites, long neglected, are being resumed,faatdrom everywhere sacrificial animals are comiingwhich until
now very few purchasers could be found. Hencedasy to imagine what a multitude of people careb@med if an opportunity for repentance is afttd

Trajan to Pliny.“You observed proper procedure, my dear Plinyjfimg the cases of those who had been denouncgoltas Christians. For it is not
possible to lay down any general rule to servelasdiof fixed standard. They are not to be sowmlt} if they are denounced and proved guilty, theyto be
punished, with this reservation, that whoever dethiat he is a Christian and really proves it--thaby worshiping our gods--even though he wasusdspicion in
the past, shall obtain pardon through repentanaeaBonymously posted accusations ought to hay#aoe in any prosecution. For this is both a damgekind of
precedent and out of keeping with the spirit of age.”



JESUS' LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT PERGAMUM

#124T0 the messenger of the assembly in Pergafwaste, ‘This is what the One possessing the stdopble-edged sword
says:

Z134] have seen where you live (where the throne ¢&Sis),*® that you hold firmly to My Name, anthat you did not deny My
faith even during the days of Antipas, my witnesd eny trustworthy one, who was killed among you weh®atan lives.

Zl4However, | have against you the small matter toatlyave there those holding firmly to the teachihBaalam, who was
teaching Balak to toss snares before the Childfésrael so they would eat idol sacrifices and &euslly immoral.>**Thus, in a
similar way, you have those holding firmly to te@chings of the Nikolaitians.

Z18Therefore, change your frame of mind. But if Hatome to you quickly and will fight with them biget sword of My
mouth.”

Z174| et the one with an ear listen to what the Sdys to the assemblies.

To the overcomer | will give from the hidden mannavill also give him a white stone, and upoatthtonethere will be a new
name written that no one knows except for the eceiving it.

JESUS’ LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT THYATIRA

Z18«T0 the messenger of the assembly in Thu&tinaite, ‘This is what the Son of God says; the @visose eyes are like a
flame of fire and Whose feet resemble white-honkeo

2194 have seen your activities, loving commitmentttaservice, and your endurance; and that yoestactivities are more
plentiful than the initial ones.

Z20However, | have against you that you tolerate tbenan Jezebel who is calling herself a prophet. t&aehes and misleads
my servants to be sexually immoral and to eatsaatifices.***| gave her time to change her frame of mind, betditl not want to
change her frame of miravay from her sexual immorality.

%22Behold! | throw her into aick-bed and those who committed adultery with her great tribulation, unless they change their
frame of mindaway from her activities.>?*| will also kill her children in arepidemic of death. All the assemblies will know | am the
One Who examines kidneys and hearts, and | wik ¢iveach of you according to your activities.

Z24gyt | say to the rest of you in Thuatira - thoseovdo not have this teaching and who do not knovsthealled deep things of
Satar’ - | put no other burden on ygi#>than that you hold firmly to what you have untiddme.”

%2« psfor the overcomer and the keeper of My activitie®end, | will give him authority over the natiofi$’and he will
shepherd them with an iron staff, as pottery itamesshatteretf,>*®even as | also received from My Father. | willgivim the
morning star.

%29 et the one with an ear listen to what the Spaitssto the assemblies.

1" pergamum was located on the Roman highway, alfomtilés north of Smyrna. It was the location af #econd biggest
library in the world of that time. It was also heno the Great Altar of Savior Zeus.

18 probably a reference to Savior Zeus’ Great Altar.

¥ Thuatira was about 45 miles SE of Pergamum, ofiRtirean highway from Pergamum to Laodicea. It vaasdus for textile
trade. Lydia’s business was headquartered heris ((c14).

20 probably a reference to the heresy of Gnosticim.

“ psalm 2:9.



JESUS’ LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT SARDIS

¥14To the messenger of the assembly in Saf8laiste, ‘This is what the One having the sevenitpif God and the seven stars
says:

“I have seen your activities; that you have a rapon of being alive, although you are dedd Get watching and reinforce the
remaining things that are about to die, for | hagefound your activities complete before My God.

¥3Therefore, recall how you have received, hod you heard; keep it, and change your frame of mind.

If however, you do not watch, | will come like aef) and you never know at what hour | might corperuyou.

#4However, you have a few persons of repute in Sanatbb have not stained their clothes. They willkweith Me in white
because they are holy.”

¥3«The overcomer shall in this manner be clothed hitevclothing. | will never erase his name frore tcroll of Life, and will
acknowledge his name before My Father and befoseaHgels.

¥ |_et the one with an ear listen to what the Spaitssto the assemblies.

JESUS' LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT PHILADELPHIA

¥7«To the messenger of the assembly in Philadefphicte, ‘This is what the Holy One says; the TrueeQthe One having the
Key of David, the One Who opens and no one can, lae# Who locks and no one can open:

¥84 have seen your activities. Behold! | have pafore you an open door which no one can lock, imgou have little
power, have kept My word, and did not deny My Name.

¥9Behold! | givetoyou those of the synagogue of Satan who are calliemsielves Jews (they are not, but lie). Beholuilll
make them come and pay respect before your feagttity might know that | lovingly committedyself to you®*'°because you kept
the word of My endurance.

In addition, | will keep you out of the hour of dwation that is about to come on all the inhabgiatd evaluate those living upon
the earth.***| come quickly. Hold firmly to what you have sattno one takes your victor's wreath.”

¥12«ps for the overcomer, | will make him a pillar the sanctuary of My God and no longer will he hvgo outside. | will
write on him the Name of My God, the name of thg of My God (the new Jerusalem coming out of headvem My God), and My
new Name.

%13 et the one with an ear listen to what the Spaitssto the assemblies.

JESUS' LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT LAODICEA

¥144To the messenger of the assembly in Laodikeiaite, ‘This is what the Amen says; the faithfaldatrue Witness, the
source of God’s creation:

#1354 have seen your activities, that you are neitt@d nor hot. If only you were cold or hat'®Thus, because you are tepid,
neither cold nor hot, | am about to vomit you framg mouth **since you say, “I am wealthy, have become rich, Ed no need,”
and have not seen that you are miserable, pitdbkitute, blind, and naked™®| advise you to buy fire-refined gold from me satth
you might be wealthy; white clothing that you midge clothed, and the shame of your nakedness nasitde; and eye salve to rub
on your eyes that you might see.

#19Those whom | love | reprove and train. Therefaeezbalous and change your frame of mind.

%20Behold! | have taken position at the door and kndé one hears My voice and opens the door, I @dme in to him and will
eat with him and he with Me.

%21 ps for the overcomer, | will granthe right to sit with Me on My throne, even as | overcame sat with My Father on His
throne.

%22| et the one with an ear listen to what the Spaitssto the assemblies.

22 sardis was located on the Roman highway, aboutiB& SE of Thuatira. It was a highly defensibbsition and only
captured twice (by stealth) during its long history

% phjladelphia was located on the Roman highway eP6uniles SE of Sardis. It is famous for resigtislam until 1392.

% Laodicea was located about 45 miles SE of Phipddel It was only 7 miles from Hierapolis, whemre famous hot springs
were located.



