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Forward
As a Bible teacher I'm often asked)d you think we’re living in ‘“The Last Day$'?

In response, | usually smile and give my standdrartsanswer, Of cours€. But then,
before the person can ask me his/her inevitablevielip question of just how much longer |
think we might have before Jesus comes back, | ‘ad've actually been living in ‘The Last
Days’ for the past 2,000 yealts.

Technically speaking, “The Last Days” did, in fdo#gin with the T Coming of Jesus (when
He atoned for our sin), and they will end with ¥ Coming (when He redeems our mortal
bodies): However, | don't want you to think I'm so denseta misunderstand the real question
being asked — the question which most likely brawyglu to this seminar.

Like generations of believers before you, you'reking around at a world that seems to be
coming apart at the seams and you're wonderinghost much longer it could possibly be
before Jesus comes back and puts an end to sticimess.

This seminar is my long answer to the real que&johurning on the minds of so many
Christians today -Are we the generation that will experience the Zrming of Jesus, and if
so,what can we expect to happén?

Let me warn you up front that this seminar wonticlly adhere to any of the prophetic
systems with which you are probably familiar. d¢iuyre an ardent advocate of Pre-, Post-, or A-
Millennialism who’'s come here with the hope of fingl further validation of your
particular system oéschatology you're at the wrong seminar. Here's why.

In order to make an honest attempt to search auiSttriptural answer to the question at
hand, | intentionally “threw out” everything | kneabout existing, systematic approaches to
eschatologyand started from scratch. That doesn’t mean Irggh@enturies of scholarly work;

I simply determined not to take what any of the “eigiewithin these eschatological
systemsasserted as “the indisputable truth.” Instead, htweack and did my own research
within theprimary resources - particularly within the oridifenguage texts of the Bible itself —
in order tosee what | could find out on my own. It took tinbef it was well worth it.

What | discovered surprised me. | found that eafcthe existingeschatologicakystems
hadsignificantly strong and weak points. By elimimgtithe weak (always man-made) points
andembracing the strong (Bible-based) points, | endgdvith something altogether different,
andyet so amazingly familiar.

What did | end up believing? Well, that's the mefthis seminar. That's why I'm inviting
you to leave behind your owgschatologicapresuppositions, open your Bible, and let me take
you on the journey of discovery that completelyngfarmed my own belief about “Living In
‘The Last Days'.”

NNX N Maran Atha(*Come, Our Lord”)!

-~

! Hebrews 9:27-28. See also Acts 2:14-21; 1 Timothy 4:1-5; 2 Timothy 3:1-9; 2 Peter 3:1ff; Hebrews 1:1-2; and
1John 2:18.
? The technical term for the study of last things.




INTRODUCTORY MATTERS
Prophets

d )
A ProPl-lct is one who, on behalf of (God,
“sPcaks forth”

(rcvcals information about Past or Prcscnt cvcnts)
or
“fore sPcaks”

@ (makes Prcclictions aboutfuture events)

J

While there is some controversy regarding the exaeaning of the Hebrew word most
commonly translated as “prophétthe meaning of an even more ancient synonym isequit
clear. “The Seef” was the “see”er of divine visions. By God’s intemiion in his life, a
prophet “saw’things that others could not see, and subsequsmlye out about ther.

In effect, a prophet was an individual through wh@uad supernaturally communicated,
most often in the form of visions and dreams, amitedrequently about future events.

Some of the most famous patriarchs were prophetdivane dreamers/interpreters of
dreams Enoch® Abraham’ Jacolf and Joseph.

Perhaps the most significant prophet of the Israation was Moses. In the process of
leading them out of Egypt and toward the Promisadd,. he saw many visions, acted as an
intercessor between the people and God, and ewslicfed future events on several occasions.
For 40 years he was the prophet of Israel, writhiat would become the foundational books
for both the Old and New Testaments — the Pentat@uBefore his death he revealed that God
would one day raise another prophet like himselfnffamong the Israelis; one who would speak
the very words of God Himsett.

* Hebrew: [nabiy’ /naw-bee/]. (FYI: I’ll be using Strong’s Concordance’s transliteration & pronunciation
conventions for any Hebrew or Greek words to which | refer.) There are basically four views of derivation for this
word: A prophet is, 1) a person who “speaks” for God; 2) a person who “bubbles up” with words from God;
3) a person who is “called” by God; or, 4) in the opinion of some, the etymology of the word has been
completely lost in antiquity.

* Hebrew: [ro’eh /ro-eh/]. See 1 Samuel 9:9.

> This visual orientation can also be seen in Deuteronomy 13:1ff, where the prophet is paired closely with the
“dreamer of a dream.”

® Jude 1:14-15.

” Genesis 20:7; cf. 12:7;15:1;17:1; 18:1.

8 Genesis 28:12ff; 31:10ff; 46:2ff; 48:19ff.

° Genesis 37:5ff; 40:5ff.

10 Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

u Deuteronomy 18:15-19.



Purpose of Prophecy

Frophccg,
whether it takes the form of “revelation” or “Prccliction,”

establishes and validates Yahweh's uniquc iclcntity as

Thc Onc & Only LivingGocl.

© )
Ultimately, Moses’ prophecy about “The Prophet” wivould mediate between God and

Man was fulfilled in Jesus Christ. However, during the intervening 1,500 years betwloses

and Christ, many prophets arose in Israel - somaige, others not.

According to the Law, every prophet had to meet tmteria in order to be considered
genuine. First, the prophet's message had to bE00% agreement with the words of God
already spoken (notice that this focuses upon fagiom”);** and second, everything the prophet
said about the future had to take place with 100%cul@acy (this focuses upon
“prediction”).** If either condition was not met, the speaker waséoconsidered a “false
prophet.” He was not to be heeded under any cstamees and, under ancient Israeli law, he
was to be immediately executed without mercy.

Why so strict? The reason is fairly simple, bty significant.

Prophecy, whether it takes the form of supernattiralelation” about the past and
present or as a “prediction” abahe future, validates Yahweh’s identity as the and only
Creator God; the One who knovewverything from beginning to end; a transcenderd an
eternal Being completely different froother so-called “gods:®> False testimony from those
supposedly speaking on His behalf cararad must not be tolerated.

For obvious reasons, we’'ll be working primarily vipredictive” prophecy in this seminar.

121 Timothy 2:5.

B Deuteronomy 13:1ff.

1 Deuteronomy 18:20-22. On the basis of this standard alone, most (if not all) of those claiming to be prophets
today should be completely disregarded.

Y |saiah 41:21-42:9. In John 13:19; 14:29; and 16:4, Jesus assigns a very similar reason for his prophetic
revelations and predictions to the Apostles.



Fulfilled Prophecy
@ D)
Thcrc are two tchs of Prcclictivc Prophccy: “fulfilled” and “unfulfilled”.

“Ful]ci“cc]” Prophccy can be broken down further into two subgroups: that which
is sl:)cchcica”y clcsignatccl as “fulfilled” by 5cril:>turc and that which appears to

(): have been “Fulmci”ccl,” butwithout any sPccilcic 5criPtura| testimony as such.
y,

J

Fulfilled prophecies with Scriptural confirmatiomeafairly easy to spot, since they are
always accompanied by some formula directly quotatigiding to, or otherwise referencing the
original prophecy. Unfortunately, fulfilled propties without Scriptural confirmation can be
much harder to pin down simply because they depeticely upon human application of known
historical events to the prophecies they appedulfdl. While such applications may seem
completely obvious to the one making them, they mo@e-the-less human in origin and
therefore cannot be given the same weight of cegta@xtended to prophecies that have Biblical
testimony regarding their fulfilment. What onehetar considers “fulfilled,” another might
classify as “unfulfilled.” Ultimately, they are rtars of personal opinion and should never be
used as tests of Christian fellowship.

Thus, the only type of predictive prophecy that banunderstood with an absolute level of
certainty is one which has specific Bible testimaegarding its fulfilment. All the rest are
subject to at least some level of conjecture ard@dation. This is exactly why the treatment of
predictive prophecy is rife with such a wide vayiet opinions and guesses.

As a matter of fact, even dealing with fulfilled ophecies specifically supported by
Scriptural testimony can be problematic.

For example, Hosea 11:1 appears to be a ratheghtfaaward (albeit poetic) statement
about Yahweh'’s removal of Israel from Egyptian bagel However, Matthew 2:15 specifically
identifies it as a prophecy fulfilled via Jesusidbrstay in Egypt during His infancy. Without
Matthew’s inspired comment it is highly unlikelyaththe Hosea passage would have ever been
applied in such a fashion.

% | consider it a great tragedy that so many Christians are quick to argue dogmatically, viciously, and publicly
against other Christians regarding prophetic passages that have no Biblical explanation regarding their
fulfillment. Certainly we can agree civilly to disagree intellectually on such matters of opinion without
assassinating the character and witness of our brothers and sisters in Christ, can’t we? Isn’t our joint mission of
proclaiming the clear gospel of Jesus Christ to a lost world more important than such petty arguments?

3



Additionally, consider the fact thaf'Century Jewish scholars had some fairly structured
concepts regarding the literal fulfillment of Maltels prophecies about the return of the very
powerful prophet Elijah, who had been supernatyispirited away over nine centuries earfier.
They expected Elijah to reappear immediately pioathe arrival of Messiah and the dawning of
the judgmental “Day of Yahweh?® Yet, the inspired statements by the angel Gabtiak well
as those made by the Lord Jesus Christ HimiSetfake it clear that John the Immerser fulfilled
Malachi's prophecy about Elijati,effectively rendering four centuries of scholarlgwdsh
speculation wrong® (Ironically, it was partly because of suehchatologicakxpectations that
the learned men of the Sanhedrin blew off theiigheral responsibility to welcome Jesus as the
prophesied Messiah, condemning Him to death insieadblasphemer and a rabble-roG3er.

These facts prompt me to extend a little friendliviee to all those “Prophecy Experts”
who promote their own speculations about “unfiéfiil Biblical prophecies as if they were
absolute fact; condemning anyone and everyone venesddisagree with them — “STOP IT!
You need to always leave room for the possibiliy’'ye wrong. Remember that grace is much
more likely to be offered to those who freely exténthan to those who don’t”

During this seminar | will obviously engage in sospeculation of my own. | promise that
| will never call your Christianity into question jubecause you disagree with me. During
the course of this seminar, | may vigorously criticizeey components of various
eschatologicakystems that you hold dear. Please understandhaivany such comments later
will in no way be designed as personal attacks againsbrygour favorite prophecy teacher.
I’'m just expressing my opinion based on my studies of G@disd. It's up to you to decide if,
in the light of inspired Scripture, my opinitias any validity.

72 Kings 2.

'® Malachi 3:1-7; 4:1-6; Matthew 17:10//Mark 9:11.

¥ Luke 1:16-17.

? Matthew 17:11-13//Mark 9:12-13.

! John’s own response that he was not Elijah should be considered in the context of the literal expectations of
the Jews who asked him pointblank if he was that ancient prophet (John 1:19-28). While he was certainly
the fulfillment of the Malachi prophecy, this was because he came “in the spirit and power” (Luke 1:17) of Elijah
and not because he was the prophet himself.

2 At this point | need to acknowledge the very real possibility that Elijah may end up being one of the two
witness-prophets during the final confrontation between God and Satan (Revelation 11), providing a dimension
of fulfillment to the Malachi prophecy not too far removed from the literal expectations of the ancient Jewish
scholars. Frankly, that is my personal expectation. However, we must never lose sight of the fact that this is
prophetic speculation regarding Elijah’s possible participation in future events, while the New Testament has
specifically and repeatedly identified John the Immerser as the fulfillment of the prophecy in question.

% John 5:39-47; Luke 23:2,14.

** Matthew 7:1-5.



Methodology For Understanding Predictive Prophecy
(@ D
1. Study prophecies specifically cited in Scripture a&-ulfilled.”

2. Study prophecies that seem to have been “Fulfilledhistorically.

3. Consider carefully how *“Unfulfilled” prophecies might become
T “Fulfilled” in a similar fashion.

In my prophetic studies, | have come to the conetushat the safest way to prepare for
speculating about “unfulfilled” prophecy is to mak@e we understand “fulfilled” prophecy.

First, we should study the prophecies which areifipally cited elsewhere in Scripture as
“fulfilled.” There is a two-fold benefit to this pcedure:

* It will acquaint us with the inspired ways in whighophecies have already
been fulfilled(i.e., literally or figuratively), providing addanal depth to our
thoughtful consideratiorof ways in which “unfulfilled” prophecies might
become “fulfilled.”

* It will tend to remove from our active speculatipeocess those prophecies
which havealready been identified as “fulfilled™

Next, we should tackle those prophecies that seeyst riikely to have been fulfilled
(although without Scriptural testimony), remembgrail the while that we are now working in
an area of fallible human reasoning. As beforeywlidbenefit in two ways from doing this:

* It will allow us to assess how these theorizedilfalients relate back to
their supposed predictions (either literally or figuratively), filmer
broadening our understanding of hpvophetic fulfillment appears to work.

e It will permit us to conditionally classify thesegphecies as “fulfilled,”
so that we carremove them from our active list of “unfulfilled”
prophecies. (Although we ought keep them at the back of our mind, just
in case we run across something that would causdo rethink their
“fulfilled” status.)

Finally, having done our best to ground ourselveSdripture’® we can seriously begin our
thoughtful speculation on the unfulfilled prophesctkat remain on our list.

Alright! Enough of introductory matters! Let's gestarted with a look at Jesus’ most
important prophetic discourse.

% Such as the aforementioned prophecy about Elijah’s coming.

% Obviously the time we have set aside for this seminar is not nearly enough for us to accomplish the extremely
important first two steps together. Much of what | present will be based on my own work in this area,
without specifically citing it. | strongly suggest that each of you invest the personal study time in God’s Word
to develop your own “feel” for how prophecy has already been “fulfilled.”

5



THE OLIVET DISCOURSE OF JESUS
Background Information

When dealing with the issue of “fulfilled” versusurfulfilled” prophecy, a solid
understanding of Jesus’ “Olivet DiscourSels absolutely essential. Let's begin by putting
this prophetic discourse into its proper histormahtext.

As the time of the crucifixion drew near, Jesus enétis way through various cities and
villages, teaching as He traveled to Jerusalemlastetime®® He spent the final Sabb&thof
this journey (8Nisan® in the Perean territory of Herod, where some Phasidried to rattle
Him by telling Him that the Tetrarch wanted to llim. Jesus replied,

Go tell this fox, “Behold! | expel demons and ac@bish healings today and
tomorrow;on the third | am fulfilled.” None the less, it iecessary for me to
go on today, tomorrovand the next, because it is not acceptable foophat to
die outside Jerusaleth.

By these words Jesus predicted that He would aaivierusalem in three daystte¢ most
appropriate time for His role as the ultimate Paesdamb? i.e., 10Nisan the veryday on
which all Passover lambs were to be designatedsémrifice’® As He spoke sopenly
about His impending death, Jesus portrayed thehdeptHis emotion at facing yetnother
rejection by ethnic Israel. | say “another rejecti because He, being Yahwéircarnate,
had already suffered innumerable rejections by tiaion Israel; rejections thabad
culminated in the first desolation of both Jeruseémd the Temple by the Babyloniafis.

He knew that while a large number of the Passoulgrips already assembling at
Jerusalem in this momentous year would welcome tith shouts of prophetic praise time
10", many of those same individuals would be clamoforgHis crucifixion by the 14. With
His divine mind’s eye He could see the result of thejection — another desolation of
Jerusalem and the Temple, this time by the Romans.

%’ S0 named because it was delivered on Mt. Olivet, overlooking Jerusalem from the east.
28
Luke 13:22.
* Asindicated by both the following (Luke 14:1) and proceeding (Luke 13:10) contexts.
% Jesus resurrected on Sunday the 16th of Nisan, the third day since his death (Luke 22:21) on Passover, Friday
the 14"™. He entered Jerusalem on Monday the 10th, the day after (John 12:10) he had arrived at Bethany on
Sunday the 9" six days before the Passover (John 12:6).
*! Luke 13:32-33.
321 Corinthians 5:7; See also John the Immerser’s comments in John 1:29.
33
Exodus 12:3-6.
** Daniel 9:1-19; cf. Jeremiah 25:1-11.



Therefore He prophesied:

Jerusalem! JerusalemYou, the ondilling the prophets and stoning those
sent toher, how many times have | wanted to gather youdm@n in that way a
bird gathers hechicks under her wings, and you didn’t w#ft

Behold! Your house is being left to yalesolate | say to you, you will not
see maintil you say, “Blessed is the one coming in thmeaf Yahweh!®®

Three days later, on the road leading into Jerosdlem the Mount of Olives, a huge
crowd of festival celebrants greeted Jesus with tthditional words of Psalm 118:25-26 -
“Save us!®® and “Blessed is the one coming in the name of Y&litt#é This was exactly
when, where and how Jesus had said it would occur.

It was on that occasion that Jesus spoke once tooderusalem about her approaching
desolation, lamenting her horrendous fate.

If you yourself had realized in this day the thirrgguired for peace...but
now theyhave been hidden from your eyes. Days will comenupou when
your enemies wilerect fortifications against you, surround you, g@mess in on
you from all sides; thewill demolish both you and your children within you.
There will not be stone upon stolet in you, because you did not recognize the
time of your evaluatior®

Jesus wept over Jerusalem because His prophetit sigild already see the entire city
demolished and her population decimated. He kneat many of the people currently
cheering around Him did not recognize who He realbs or why He had come. In just a
few days they, their human High Priest and theinh®drin would completely reject Him as
their rightful king®® condemn Him to execution as a criminal on a Ronmass; and thereby
bring upon Jerusalem and the Temple a second dilaselation.

A couple days after Jesus’ entry into Jerusalenthasfinal Passover lamb, the apostles
were pointing out to Jesus all the massive storf@shaKing Herod had used in his extensive
renovation of the Temple nearly 50 years earliemng with the many impressive dedicatory
gifts with which it had been adorned since. Jesnl/ response was to basically repeat vt
had said on the fabout the impending desolation of the city.

See these %reat buildings? There won't be stona gmne left here that will not
be taken dowfi

%> Luke 13:34-35. Matthew’s account (23:37-38) is found - out of chronological order - just prior to his record
of the Olivet Discourse, probably because of its close topical connection. While Luke implies the word
“desolate,” Matthew explicitly records it.

* Greek: [hosanna [ho-san-nah/], which approximates the Hebrew imperative phrase:
[hoshiyanna na’ /ho-shee-ah naw/].

*” Matthew 21:1-9//Mark 11:1-10//Luke 19:29-40.

* Luke 19:41-44.

*? John 19:13-15 records the legal rejection of Jesus as king by the Jewish nation.

* Mark 13:2.



CHART: Chronological Background of Jesus’ Olivet Bcourse
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No doubt shocked to hear, not just once, but twigdin a matter days, that such an
important site as the Temple would be completehedato the ground, four of the Apostles —
Peter, Andrew, James, and John — waited until latéhe day, when Jesus had taken a geat
the Mount of Olives, overlooking the Temple compler order to inquire about this
prophecy. It was their private question(s) thanmpoted “The Olivet Discourse.”

The Apostles’ Question($)

MATTHEW MARK LUKE
24:3b Tell us 13:4 Tell us 21:7 So, Teacher,
when will these things be? when will these things be? when will these things be?
What will be the sign What will be the sign whenever What will be the sign whenever
of your arrival and all these things are about tde these things are about to
theconsummaion of the age? consummaged happen?

While they were primarily interested in the timin§the Temple’s destruction, Matthew's
account makes it very clear that they included cpiséary questiomegarding “WHAT SIGN”
would precede Jesus' “ARRIVA¥ as the final King of Israeland His subsequent
inauguration of the eternal kingddth. As religious Jews, they quiteaturally seem to have
assumed that such an astonishing event as the detdtuction of the Templead to be
associated with “the end of the world” as they knewand the dawning ahe long anticipated
Messianic age.

Since we live after the destruction of the TempieAD 70, but before the"2 Coming of
Jesus as “King of kings and Lord of lord8ive have the advantage of knowing that the
apostles were actually asking about two differemenés. If we are very careful in our
consideration of Jesus’ answer, we will be ablesé® that He precisely answered both
guestions, giving the bulk of His attention to thmst pressing event chronologically - the
destruction (or desolation) of the Temple.

" Over the nearly thirty years of my ministry, to facilitate my own understanding of the gospels, | have
developed a translation, arranged in parallel columns for easy comparison, identifying all the Greek vocabulary
common to at least two of the accounts by means of bold print. | will be using this parallel arrangement
throughout our consideration of the Olivet Discourse.

* This is His Second “Coming” - Greek: [parousia /par-oo-see-ah/], sometimes translated “Presence.”

* Isaiah 9:6-7; Daniel 2:44; and 7:13-14, 27.

* Revelation 19:11ff.



Precursorsto the Temple’s Desolation

MATTHEW
24:4 Replying,Jesus said
to them,
“See that no one misleads you
24:5 for many will come
in my name saying, ‘l am the
Anointed!’
and will mislead many.

24:6 Youare about thear wars
and reports of wars

see that you aneot troubled,

for it must happen,

but it is not yet the end

24:7 For nation will be raised up
against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom

There will be famines

and earthquakes

in variousplaces

24:8 All these thingsare but
the beginning of labor pains

MARK
13:5 Jesusdegan tsay
to them,
“See that no one misleads you
13:6 Many will come
in my name, saying ‘I am he!’

and will mislead many.

13:7 Whenever you hear wars
and reports of wars,

do not be troubled

it must happen

but it is not yet the end

13:8 For nation will be raised up
against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom

There will be

earthquakes

in variousplaces There will be
famines.

These thingsare
the beginning of labor pains

LUKE
21:8 Hesaid,

“See that youarenot misled,

for many will come

in my name, saying ‘I am he!’
and, ‘The time has drawn near!

Do not go after them.

21:9 Whenever you hear wars
and unrest,

do not beterrified,

for these thingsnust happenfirst;
but it is not immediatelythe end”

21:10Then he was saying to them

“Nation will be raised up
against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom

21:11 There will be
Greatearthquakes and

in various places,

famines, pestilences, and terrifying

things. There will be great signs
from heaven.

As you can see for yourself, Jesus began His diseowith a general warning that the
apostles should not to Weoled by the claims of false Messiahs, nor unseétthy news of

political and social unrest, ndrightened by natural disasters.

Such events waut be

indicative, in and of themselvethat the end of the Temple was imminent, nor that ttue

Messiah was about to appear.

Josephus, a Jewish priest, soldier, and historiath® ' Century, wrote extensively
about the events leading up to and surroundingwhe during which Jerusalem was laid
waste by the Romans. He records examples ofalihings mentioned by Jesus that tptdce
during the 37-year period between the discoursetlamdiesolation. There were faldessiahs
and prophet§> Political and social unrest increasingly became tioem for theJewish
people?® Famines!’ earthquake® and supernatural signs also took plate.

But, as Jesus warned, these things were like thetiinges of labor. The really painful
contractions of delivery were yet to come.

** Antiquities 20.5.1; 20.8.6//Wars 2.13.5.

*® Antiquities 20.

¥ Antiquities 20.2.

8 Although Josephus cites only one specific incident of the earth quaking during the period AD 33-AD70, a quake
which he directly connected to the desolation of the Temple (Antiquities 6.5.3), the New Testament itself

provides some pretty significant examples with this time frame (Matthew 27:51-54; 28:2; Acts 16:26).

* Wars 6.5.3.
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Persecution During the Spread of the Gospel

MATTHEW 10

10:17Beware of men,
for they will

hand you over to
councils and

in theirsynagogues.

10:18 You will beled
before governors and
kings

on account of me

as a testimony to them

and to thenations.
10:19 Whenever they
hand you

over,

do not worry about
how or

what you should say

for it will begiven
to you in that hour
what to say;

10:20 for it will not be
you speaking,

but rather

the Holy Spirit.

MATTHEW 24
24:9aAt that time

they will

hand you over to
tribulation

24:10 At that time many
will stumble; they will
hand over one other, ang
will hate one another.
24:11 Many false
prophets will be raised
up, and they

will mislead many.
24:12 Because of the
increase of lawlessness
the love of many will be
made cold.

[Next verse taken out of
sequence]

24:14 Thisgood news
of the kingdom

will be proclaimedin
the whole inhabited
world astestimony

to all nations;

then the end will arrive.
[Return to sequence]

MARK
13:9But

watch yourselves!
They will

hand you over to
councils andyou will be
beaten

in synagogues

andyou will stand
before governors and
kings

on account of me

as a testimony to them
13:10Thegood news
must first

be proclaimedamong

all nations.

13:11 Whenever they
leadyou away for
handing over,

do not worry ahead of
timeabout

what you should say
Instead, whatever is
givento you in that
hour, speak;

for it will not be you
speaking,

but rather

the Holy Spirit.

LUKE
21:12 But
before all these things

they will thrust their
hands on you and will
pursueyou,

handing you over to

synagoguesnd jails

leading you away
before kings and
governors

on account of ny name.
21:13 1t will be your
opportunity

for a testimony.

21:14Therefore,

decide in your heartsot
to rehears@owto
present a defense,

21:15 forl will give
you a mouth and wisdom
which all your detractors
will be unable to resist of
contradict.
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MATTHEW 10

10:21 Sibling will hand
over sibling to death;

a father his child;
children shall rise up
against parents and put
them to death.

10:22 You will be hated
by everyone because of

MATTHEW 24
[Next out of sequence]
24:9b and they willkill
you;

you will be hated
by all nationsbecause of

13:12 Sibling will hand
over sibling to death;

a father his child;
children shall rise up
against parents and put
them to death.

13:13 You will be hated
by everyone because of

LUKE

21:16'Youwill

be handedover by
parentssiblings,
relatives, and friends;

someof you they will

put to death.

21:17 You will be hated
by everyone because of

my hame my name my name my name
21:18 Not a hair of your
head shall be ruined.
21:19By your
endurance,

secure yourselves.

[Return to sequence]
24:13 However, the one
enduring to the end, he
will be saved

however, the one
enduring to the end, he
will be saved

however, the one
enduring to the end, he
will be saved

Having instructed His apostles not to be overlyianx about the frightening events that
would soon turn their world upside down, Jesus wemnto speak with them on a much more
personal level. He informed them that as they mmly proclaimed the good news of the
kingdom throughout their world they would undergtense persecution on His account.

At first, this persecution would come from withirudhism itself, with trials and
punishments carried out by Jewish councils and gyag#es. Later, as the gospel began to
spread among non-Israelis, they would find theneselarraigned before the ethnic kings and
governors of the Roman Empire.

Regardless of the source of trouble, Jesus didwaott them to “pre-worry” or rehearse
their defense, because the Holy Spirit would supiplgm with the appropriate words -
arguments so powerful that those hearing them woeilitabbergastet.

The New Testament record confirms that this wastixavhat happened. Within days
the Church’s birth on Pentecost, AD 33, two of #postles were arrested for healintaime
man in the name of Jests. During the Sanhedrin hearing that followed, theotmfson the
council were shocked by the depth of Scripturaboeang demonstrated by ordinaBalilean
men without formal rabbinical trainimg. On this first occasion, the two men wéeoff with a
warning; however, when they continued preachingsles Messiah, they werearrested. This
time the Sanhedrin beat them severely before rielg#sem>*

> While a general principle of Holy Spirit assistance to persecuted Christians might be drawn from this passage,
we must keep in mind that the promise was made specifically to the supernaturally inspired apostles.

' Acts 3 & 4.

*? Acts 4:13.

>3 Acts 5:17ff.
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When apostolic testimony about Jesus continuedatbeg adherents, the Sanhedrin took
further steps to stop it from spreading among theegal populous. An aggressive rabbinical
student named Saul became their special agentuimdinog up those who believed in Jesus as
Messiah so that they could be tried and condemmedharges of blasphem$. To escape
Saul’'s dragnet, nearly everyone except the apofidesfrom Jerusalem, spreading the good
news as they went. Only Saul’s miraculous conversion on the roaf&mascus stemmeblis
high tide mark of official Jewish persecutith.

To keep a long story short, within one decade ef @hurch’s birth, the good news had
been preached all along the eastern Mediterranelarmm Cilicia all the way around to
northern Africa, Jesus had been proclaimed as Bllessithin Jewish, Samaritan a@entile
communities, with tens of thousands embracing Hetsach. However, there wasme very
serious opposition to the good news.

In AD 44, Herod Agrippa, a personal friend of thraperors Caligula and Claudius, and a
prominent client king of the Romans, had the Amosthmes executed as an enemy of the
people, intending to do the same to Peter. It waly by lethal angelic intervention that
Peter’s own martyrdom was postporéd.

During the next 20 or so years, the remaining elemgostles, plus two specialiypointed
apostles - James and Piutontinued taking the good news throughout hhkance of the
Roman Empire. All along the way they had to dedhwhe misleadingpropaganda of false
prophets and the opposition of official persecutioBoth Jewish anGentile authorities saw
them as threats to the status quo and dealt weth tarshly.

By AD 66, at the start of the Jewish uprising tlaidminated in the destruction of
Jerusalem and the Temple, the apostles had prdsitie testimonies before various raruts
imperial officials, right up to the Emperor himselOne by one, almost to a man, tivegre
martyred on account of the good news of Jesus ChEsactly as predicated by JesnoHis
Olivet Discourse.

It seems obvious to me that what Jesus was reatighasizing in this section of the
discourse was the supernatural inspiration that ldvassist His apostles in successfully
laying the foundation of the New Testament Churbloughout the Empire in only one
generation, despite intense persecution from betisJand Gentiles. That is why | consider
Matthew 24:14//Mark 13:10 to be the first of seVeganerally misunderstood and widely
misapplied comments within the discourse.

When Jesus said the gospel of the kingdom woulgrbelaimed throughout “the world”
before “the end,” He meant the world of the Romampie and_the end of the JewiSbmple -

** Acts 8:1-3; 22:3-4, 19; 26:9-11.

> Acts 8:1, 4.

*® Acts 9:1-31; 22:5-21; 26:12-18.

*7 Acts 12:1ff

*® James was the half-brother of Jesus, whom He had evidently appointed apostle to the Jerusalem
believers. Paul, a.k.a. Saul, had been appointed apostle to the Gentiles by the resurrected Christ.
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Thus, contrary to widely held opinion, | consideistpart of the discourse to be a “fulfilled”
prophecyand not an “unfulfilled” one.

Now, before Pre-Millennial prejudice causes someyad to reject this assertion out of
hand, let me show you how the inspired writing®atl affirm this understanding.

Around AD 57, thirteen years before the desolatibthe Temple, Paul quoted Psalm 14
bolster his own conviction that ethnic Jews thraughthe knownworld had already begiren
ample opportunity to hear and believe the gospelutlesus, even though, to tg@ostle’s
great personal sorrow,many of them had rejected it.

However, not everyone obeyed the good news, foalssays, “Yahweh, who has
believed our report?”

So then, faitttomesut of hearing, and hearing via the word of Christ.

But suppose say, “They have not heardave they”

Quite to the contrary. “Their sound went out intbtle earth, and their words into
the limits of the inhabited earti*

A few years later, Paul portrayed the good newd, amwe, but twice within the same
context, as having already been proclaimed throuigthe known world.

[The good news] which is present among you, eveit &s producing a crop and
being made to grow in all the world...... [the good npwhich was proclaimed in all
creation under heaven; of which I, Paul, was maskereant*

Perhaps this is a good place to remind ourselvea pfeeminent principle of Biblical
interpretation - Scripture is ALWAYS its own bestementary.

Paul’'s inspired revelation that the good news @& kingdom had already been preached
throughout_the known world (i.e., the Roman Empined beyond), as much as ten years prior
to the Temple’'s destruction lends great weight to undeditey Jesus’ similarly phrased
prophecyin exactly that manner.

Regardless of how great a missionary sermon it inighke, this part of the Olivet
Discourse can'’t really be used to support well-nmegrassertions that the gospel must be
preached to every person living on the globe befé®sus can return. | understand the
sentiment, but exegetically, this passage is nailabe for that interpretation.

*%See Romans 9:ff.
% Romans 10:16-18.
®1 Colossians 1:6, 23.
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Daniel’'s “Abomination of Desolation”

MATTHEW MARK LUKE
24:15Sowhenever you see the 13:14a But whenever you see 21:20 But whenever you see
abomination the abomination Jerusalem surrounded by military

encampments, then you will
of desolation the thing spoken of desolation know that hedesolationhad
by Daniel the prophet, drawn near.
standingin the holy location,” standingwhere is should not be,”
[let the reader understand], [let the reader understand],
24:16 then let those in Judea 13:14b then let those in Judea 21:21 Then let those in Judea
escape into the hills escape into the hills escape into the hills Let those
24:17 Let not the one on the 13:15 Let not the one on the in her midst withdraw.
roof come down roof come downnor go inside
to take things to take something
from his house from his house
24:18 Let not the one in the 13:16 Let not the one in the Let not those in the plots of land

field turn back to get his cloak field turn back to get his cloak enter into her.

21:22Because these are days of
vengeance to fulfill all the things
that have been written.

24:19 Alas for those who are 13:17 Alas for those who are 21:23a Alas for those who are
pregnant and those nursing in pregnant and those nursing in pregnant and those nursing in
those days! those days! those days!

24:20 Pray thatyour escape 13:18 Pray thatit

might not happen in winter, might not happen in winter.

nor on a Sabbath.

Jesus next provided His apostles with a very sjettiigger event” that would indicate,
beyond ashadow of any doubt, that the end of Jerusalemenvithere will not be stone upon
stone left” inthe Temple - was about to occur. When they sasveétent they would know it
was time toabandon Jerusalem and Judea, and “head for the.” hilThis was the
“abomination ofdesolation,” prophesied in the book of Daniel.

I'm certain that the majority of you have read @ahd plenty of speculation regarding
this “abomination of desolation.” Let’s toss allose preconceptions aside for the moment
and just simply consider the three places in Damiedre this phrase appears.

The term appears twice in the final section oflibek (11:31 & 12:11), where it seems to
be a very precise prediction about the abominaifatiesolation that was placed in the Temple
complex by Antiochus IV during 167 BC. Here’s arttibnail sketch of how that occurred.

In the 14%' Year of the Seleucid kingdom of Syria (169 B&yhen Antiochus felt that
his right to rule southern Syria (an area whicHuded Judea) was being challenged by the
Ptolemaic kingdom of Egypt, he preemptively invadedm. Upon negotiation with the
Ptolemies, he returned home without retaining @bt the capital city of Alexandri&

%2312 BC marks Year 1 of the Seleucid kingdom.
® Polybius, The Histories, 27.19 & 28.18-23 and 1 Maccabees 1:16-20.
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After the Roman Senate learned of Antiochus’ re¢brgat toward their “bread-basket”
ally,®* they dispatched a former consul, Gaius Popilimsnsure that Antiochus did not return
in force to seize full control of Egypt.

Sure enough, the following year (168 BC), not $atis with the political situation in
Egypt, Antiochus did return with the purpose ofzs® Alexandria. Four miles from the
capital city Popilius met him and put into his harlde Senate’s written decree regarding their
support of Ptolemaic sovereignty in Egypt. Whertidechus indicated a desire to confer with
his advisors regarding the matter, the Roman reptatve used a stick to draw a circle
around him, insisting that he respond before cngsthis famous “line in the sand.” Unwilling
to take on Rome, Antiochus agreed to withdraw Washarmy & his navy from the region of
Egypt within a specific period of tinf&.

According to the Jewish author of 2 Maccab¥ehere had been 40 days of odd aerial
phenomena occurring over Jerusalem throughoutithe of Antiochus’ spring-time march
from Syria to Alexandria. Then, a rumor arose thatking had actually died in Egyt. At
that point Jason - the former High Priest of thggtimate line, but who had gained the post by
bribing Antiochus for the privilege of Hellenizinlyde&® - decided it was time for him to take
control of the Temple & the city back from Menelauthe illegitimate High Priest who had
secured the position around 172/171 BC by promiswven more Jewish money to Antiochus
than Jason had forwarded in previous yéarslason's coup failed, amidst many Jewish
casualties! When Antiochus heard of this turmoil, he assurted Judea was in full revolt
and immediately marched from Egypt to Jerusaledes with this crisi€.

Taking the city by storm, Antiochus’ army engageda three-day slaughter of Jews.
About 40,000 died in armed resistance to his sddignile another 40,000 civilians died in the
crossfire or in reprisal operations. 80,000 otheese taken captive and sold into slavery.
After being shown the interior of the Temple by teaegade High Priest Menelaus, Antiochus
headed back to Antioch, taking with him the golddtar of Incense, the Menorah, the Table
of the Bread of the Presence, various other Tempgbements and 1,800 talents of precious
metal that had been stored in the Temple TreaSury.

* Rome depended heavily upon Egyptian grain to feed their growing urban population.
63 Polybius, The Histories, 29.2.
®® |bid. 29.20 and Livy, History of Rome, 45.12.
¢ Written during the 120s BC, about a generation after the events.
®® 1 Maccabees 5:1-4.
%% 2 Maccabees 4:1-17.
2 Maccabees 4:23-27
" 2 Maccabees 5:5-10
722 Maccabees 5:11.
73 1 Maccabees 1:20b-28; 2 Maccabees 5:12-23.
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Around Pentecost of the following ye#rAntiochus sent Apollonius to kill off all the
military-aged Jewish men and to sell their wived ahildren into slavery. To accomplish this
task he pretended to be at Jerusalem only for éaegiul collection of the tribute. When, on
the Sabbatl?> the Jews of Jerusalem came out of the city tchi20,000 soldiers engaged in
military parade, he suddenly attacked them per o&htis’ orders. Jerusalem was
subsequently plundered. Most of the city wallsem@rn down, while the most ancient portion
of the city was turned into a citadel, guardingemscto the Temple Mount. Hellenized Jews,
under the leadership of the High Priest Menelawsevapparently permitted to continue some
form of Jewish worship ther&.

Timing-wise, this Sabbath-day slaughter becomes DARO of the 1,290- day count-
down to the rededication of the Temple cited iniBBh2:11. Thankfully, the priestly family
which would accomplish that Temple rededicatioraped and made their way to their home
city of Modi'in, about 16 miles NW of Jerusaleh.

Shortly thereafter, Antiochus issued a decree aliatis subjects had to adopt his Greek
religion, specifically outlawing any practice ofetdewish faiti® Many of the Jewish people
willingly complied; probably under the directed deaship of the traitorous High Priest
Menelaus”” By my understanding of Daniel 8:9%4and subsequent calculation, the twice-
daily sacrifices within the Jewish Temple seemawenofficially ended on the final day of the
7" Jewish Montif?

The final stage of the total Hellenization of Jaiesn was the transformation of the
abandoned Temple into the shrine of a Greek goditioghus’ representative ordered the
construction of a Greek-style sacrificial altarlaged right on top of the existing Jewish altar -
on 9*15% Ten days later, on 9*78 this Greek-style altar was formally dedicated &u& of
Olympus with the sacrifice of a sow, an event dpdly called the “abomination of
desolation” by the writer of 1 Maccabé@s.

It took three years of armed resistance, but Jiscabeavas eventually able torce
the Macedonians and their Jewish collaboratorgriaugh away from the Temple atbat he
and other loyal priests were able to reestablish tiice-daily sacrifices on the very
anniversary — 9*25 - of the desecratioff.

Thus, the “abomination of desolation” referencePamiel 11:31 & 12:11 clearly
appear to fall into the category of “fulfilled” gpbecy, removing them from our consideration.
This leaves us with Daniel 9:27 as the only citatdd which Jesus could have been speaking

74 SAT/SUN 3/4 JUN 167 BC.
> FRI/SAT 2/3 JUN 167 BC.
7® 1 Maccabees 1:29-40 and 2 Maccabees 5:24-26.
77 2 Maccabees 5:27.
78 1 Maccabees 1:41-50.
79 1 Maccabees 1:51-53.
8 Which is clearly about Antiochus IV and his persecution of the Jewish faith.
81 FRI/SAT 20/21 OCT 167 BC.
8 WED/THU 6/7 DEC 167 BC.
 SAT/SUN 16/17 DEC 167BC.
8 1 Maccabees 1:54-61 and 2 Maccabees 6:1-6.
% SUN/MON 13/14 DEC 164 BC.
8 1 Maccabees 4:52-53.
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Decoding Daniel 9:24-27

On the very eve of Babylon’s capture in 539 BCné&&i Regent Belshazzar consulted
Daniel about asupernatural event that portended the imminensitian of his power to the
Medes & Persians. The old prophetiterpretation - unfavorable to the Babylonianseved
correct, and he thereby gained tli@or of the incoming ruler, Darius the Mede.
Unfortunately, Darius’ trust in Daniel madém the immediate target of some very powerful,
pro-Media/Persia leaders within Babyl@mecipitating the famous lion’s den epis§de.

The following year, Daniel was irresistibly drawmthe prophetic writings of Jeremiah. It
had now been 68 years since Nebuchadnezzar fipdtired Jerusalem and subsequently
deported Danidio Babylon and Jeremiah had specifically predid@athylon’s desolation
of Judea would only last for sevengars®

When Daniel sought God'’s help in understandingri&re’s prediction, he was probably
quite shocked by the answer he received. Instdéaa simple clarification regarding the
termination of the current seventy-year desolatlemwas informed of a future desolation of
Jerusalem; one following the arrival of “Messiale tArince” - the Anointed One; an arrival
that wouldadhere to a very specific timetable (Daniel 9:24-27

A lot has been written on this brief (but ratheffidult-to-translate) passage, especially
by Pre-Millennialists. The current, exceptionallydespread interpretation, even as it has
been represented in many English Bible translati@ers the following key points:

e There were 490 years decreed for the Jewish péofileish certain things.

e There would be 483 years [(7x7 years) + (62x7 y¢&msm an official decree
to restore and rebuild Jerusalemntil “Messiah the Prince” would arrive.

e “Messiah the Prince” would be “cut off” — killedwithout cause.

e After the Messiah’s death Jerusalem would to berogsd by the people of
“the prince that shall come.”

e “The prince that shall come” will be involved inme sort of covenant during
the final 7 years, which will take place at theyend of earth’s history.

e Mid-way through the final 7 years “the prince tlsatll come” will put a stop to
thedaily sacrifices being offered in a rebuilt Jewismple

e “The prince that shall come” will also desecrate frewish sanctuary with an
“abomination ofdesolation,” often specified as being an idolatrouage of
himself (per many commentator’s understanding ©h@ssalonians 2:1-12).

¥ Daniel 5-6 includes the events surrounding the transition of power between the Babylonian and
Median/Persianempires.
8 Jeremiah 25:1ff; specifically verses 9-10. Jeremiah repeated this prophetic timing a few years later, when
another group of Judeans were deported to Babylon (Jeremiah 29:1ff; specifically verse 10).
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There are some problems which immediately arisen ftbis understanding of the text,
the most serious being the following:

e It separates the final 7 years from the precedi®® years with all the years
of the Christian era - a period approaching 2,000sye&@ontextually, this seems
to me to be an arbitrary & forced approach. It {ddoe much more natural to
see the entire period as being contiguous.

e It resorts to mathematical manipulation in ordeatzount for the passage of
483 “prophetic years” (each reckoned as 360 dayength) during the actual
477 solar years thgiassed from the issuance of a specific Persianedecr
until the “Triumphal Entry” of JesusThis is a severe departure from the
normal reckoning of time observed in other proghpassages, forcing an
externally conceived, absolutely unique meaningitpe text.

e It does not seem contextually appropriate to haeeword translated “prince”
to be applied to the coming “Messiah” in verse @8 then immediately applied
to a coming evil leader in verse 26. It is muchrenoatural to see both
instances of the word as referring to the sameopers'Messiah the Prince”

e It does not take into account a scholarly disagesgnover which of two
Hebrew homographs (words with the same spelling difiérent meanings)
ought to be understood in verse 26.

e The use of the word “prince” and the homographigagin in translations will
result in a very significant difference of opinias to who the key actor in verses
26 and 27 truly is.
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Here is my own translation of the passiye:

9:24 Seventy ‘sevens’ have been allocated for pewple and your holy city to
terminatethe rebellion, to stop sin, to atone for iniquitg, bring in perpetual
rightgoousness, to putseal on vision and prophecy, and to andihe Most Holy
One

9:25 You should know andnderstand that from the issuance of an order for
Jerusalem to be restored and built uthté Anointed®® leader,there will beseven
‘sevens’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It will beestored and builthoth streets and
wall, and the times will be poured dft.

9:26 After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed Wwhe execute without
anybasis forcondemnation in him. The city and the holy pladé ke ruined,
along with* thecoming leadef® They will be cut off in a floo®f and until the
end, desolating war etermined.

9:27 H& will strengthen a covenant with maffigr one ‘seven.’ Within half
of the‘seven’ my sacrifice and drink-offering will be rened. Upon the Temple
will come an abomination of desolations. Until the end, tlwmurmg out of
desolation is determined.

8 My translation is based on the Hebrew, but takes into consideration some of the fine points of meaning
brought out in the Greek texts, including that of Theodotion, whose translation of Daniel was extremely popular
within the 2"%/3™ Century Church.

% Contrary to what many English versions indicate, this anointing of the “most holy” (a masculine noun in both
the Hebrew & Greek translations of the Old Testament) has to be a reference to the “Anointed” leader (i.e.,
“Messiah the Prince”) whose coming is prophesied in the very next verse. It is definitely not a reference to the
“most holy place” or "holy of holies” located within the Jewish Temple, specifically mentioned in verse 26. Not
only was this “most holy” room within the Temple always represented by a neuter noun in the Greek Old
Testament, it is also represented by the very specific placement of the Hebrew article throughout the Hebrew Old
Testament ), which is not present here in Daniel 9:24 ( ).

ot Anointing with scented olive oil was part of the ancient Israeli coronation ceremony. The Hebrew title,
[mashiyach /maw-shee-akh/], came into the Greek as [Messias /mes-see-as/] and eventually into
English as “Messiah.” The parallel Greek title, [Christos /khris-tos/], came into English as “Christ.”

%2 Like sand pours out in an hour glass, thus, having a meaning of “time will pass.”

> While the literal meaning of this word is “cut off” I've chosen to use the judicial term “execution” because of
its close connection to the judicial term “condemnation” that follows closely after it.

* This is where the problem with the homographs (words with the same spelling but different meanings) comes

into play. In ancient Hebrew there were no written vowels; therefore, the preposition, “with” ' ['im /eem/],

looked exactly like the noun, “peopld™ [‘am /am/]. Though | end up disagreeing with every English Bible
version, | believe that the preposition was the intended word and that it makes the most sense grammatically
and contextually. This understanding ties the fate of the city & the Temple to that of the “Messiah,” exactly as
Jesus indicates elsewhere, making Him the key player of verses 26 & 27. And lest you think my translation is
unique and therefore completely invalid, there are ancient Greek texts of Daniel which followed this exact same
translation track. That was how I first became aware of this variant understanding.
% This is the exact same word for “leader” that was applied to the Messiah in verse 25; yet another reason to
believe that the person being talked about in verses 26 & 27 is the Messiah.
% Swiftly, as in a flash flood.
%7 For the reasons already given, | believe this pronoun refers to the Messiah.
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First, let's deal with the time element of the sgyesevens. It seems fairly obvious that
this represents a total of 490 years; howevernltdbink it’s just any sequence of 490 years.

Throughout their entire history as a nation, thadis had lived under a God-mandated
cycle of six years of work followed by a seventlalyef rest. In fact, the reason given for the
seventy-year desolation of Jerusalem was to makerujnose Sabbatical years not observed
by Israel during their time in the larfd.

I am convinced that the seventy “sevens” baiitgd in Daniel are seventy “Sabbatical
cycles” and not just a simple series of 490 yea®o, let's keep our eyes open for any
concurrence between that cycle and this prophecy.

The starting point for this 490-year time periodgsite specific — it begins with the
issuing of a decree to restore and build Jerusalaoluding its streets and wall. This
specificity helps pinpoint the exact time that toentdown to Messiah began.

The Jerusalem Decree of Cyrus the Great, issueétsomin early 537 BC, about a year
after Daniel’s vision, permitted any Jew living it Persian territory to return to Jerusalem
order to assist in rebuilding the Temple and rdsistsing the worship ceremoni&$. Tensof
thousands of ethnic Israelis immediately traveledladea, where they rebuilt the altdr
sacrifice and reestablished worship ceremonies poithe Feast of Tabernacles in the @l
537 BC!® The following spring they laid the foundation fitve Second Temple, but soon
suspended their rebuilding project due to the agive response of the non-Jews living
nearby'® Everyone agrees that this cannot be the staptiimt of the Messianic countdown
because there is no mention of rebuilding eithersiem or her walls.

Sixteen years later, in 520 BC, at the urging &f pnophet Haggdf? the Jews resumed
their rebuilding project. When the non-Jews conmgld to Darius, he reaffirmed Cyrus’
original decree, adding that the cost of the coesibn would now be paid from regional
assessments, and that anyone who hindered thecpmis to be executé®® But once
again, because there is no mention of rebuildingséem or her walls, this cannot be the
starting point for the countdown either.

Pre-Millennialists point confidently to the year 48C as the starting point for the
countdown, for it was in that year that Nehemialught for and received letters from
Artaxerxesappointing him governor of Judea and permitting tonuse lumber from the royal
forests inrebuilding the walls of Jerusalem and the goverrtaieresidencé® This decree
certainlyspecifies the two things that the other decreesethe- the rebuilding of Jerusalem
and hemwall — but it has another problem. If one begins tountdown to Messiah in 444
BC, the483 years that need to tick off before Messiahvasrion the scene ends in AD 39.
By anysystem of chronology, this is much too late forleggpion to Jesus.

% 1 Chronicles 36:19-21, which fulfills the covenantal warnings of Leviticus 26:31-35.
% Ezra 1:1-4.

% Ezra 1:5-3:7.

Ezra 3:8-4:5.

Haggai 1:8.

Ezra 6:8-12.

Nehemiah 2:7-8.
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This problem led Pre-Millennial theorists to restota creative method for counting
these year§® They simply(?) converted the 476 standard (365&9-dears between
Nehemiah and Christito 483 “prophetic” (360-day) years. This allowtd@m to start with an
assumed date of Artaxerxes’ decree for Nehemiatrsnaission to rebuild the walls and to
finish with the “triumphal entry” of Jesus into tealent-° Of course, this still left them with
the final 7 years of Daniel’'s count, which theyistsd must be pushed forward into the future.

There is really no Biblical reason — nor chronotagineed, as we shall soon see — for
suchmathematical gymnastics.

First of all, there is no such thing as a 360-darophetic year.” It is nothing more than
an artificial construct designed to meet the peexineed of fitting this specific passage to a
pre-conceiveddating system; viz., a starting point in 445 or 42@. Supposed biblical
support for the concept is usually taken from cbtogical citations in Genesisand 8, but |
would contend that these passages indicate theerges of an actual 360-daglar year (with
twelve 30-day lunar months) prior to the catastiopthanges brought on ke Flood:”’
There is no doubt that the Biblical Israelis newbserved a 360-day calendar.

Second and most importantly, there is another istappoint for this countdown that
has been completelgnored by most chronologists simply because tlse@ated decree by
the Persian king involvedoesn’t specifically mention the rebuilding of Jalem or her
walls. Nevertheless, a decrwedo both these things was issued by the kingjsiheate agent
based on a royal decree given to him. Here’s h@edurred.

Thirteen years before Nehemiah successfully camatdhis commission to rebuild the
walls of Jerusalem, Artaxerxes gave permissionafqriest/scribe named Ezra to retdion
Jerusalem (accompanied by any ethnic Israelisstgti®r Levites within the Persian Empire
who wished to do so) in order to perform the requiretwesf the Jewish law, a copy of
which Ezra had in his possessifi. While Artaxerxes’ primary intention in issuingigh
decree waoffering appropriate sacrifices in the rebuilt Téegphe did include a line that
effectivelygranted Ezra full authority to carry out the will®od at his own discretiof?®

1% Sir Robert Anderson’s The Coming Prince (1881) is typically presented as the standard work in which this

method is presented.

1% | have scholarly objections to some of the chronological assertions made by some of those who detail their
calculations in this process, but responding to them in detail is not within the scope of this brief critique.

107 Appeals for support of this 360-day “prophetic year” to eminent scholars, such as Sir Isaac Newton, who cited
the use of a 360-day calendar by certain ancient cultures, totally ignore the fact that these peoples of the past
typically added additional days to their standard year, either by tacking on five special “holidays” each year or by
adding a special “holiday” month every few years (like the Israelis) in order to keep their calendar in synch with
the seasons. These means they were aware of and effectively observed a 365.25-day solar year just like we do.
1% Ezra 7:12-14.

Ezra 7:18.
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“Between-the-line” evidence indicates that Ezraduttes carte blancheauthority to order
that Jerusalem’s walls be rebuilt. This is shownHzra’s prayer of confession offered on
the 18" day of the § month!*® when he spoke of God's kindness demonstrated to the
returnees, asvidenced by their raising of the house of God, lan#iim giving them “a wall in
Judah anderusalem?! This reference to a wall is not some figure afesph (as some claim)
since weknow that the enemies of the Judeans filed a legaiplaint with the king that
specifically cites work being done on the walfs. Unfortunately for the Jews, King
Artaxerxesresponded by ordering that work on the walls beedalintil he granted specific
permissiorto re-wall the city, an order that the enemiesunfah gladly rushed to enfort¥.

Thus, there is solid, Biblical evidence that it wé&ra, acting as the legitimate agent of
Artaxerxes, who actually issued the prophesiedesettr rebuild and re-wall Jerusalem.

Interestingly enough, Ezra returned to Jerusalerthensummer of 457 BC, during the
final months of the 137 Sabbatical Yeal™* Ezra ordered the walls rebuilt sometime
between his arrival and when he offered his aforgimeed prayer of confession. Since
work could not have begun until after the end & 8abbatical Year and the beginning of the
next cycle of six work years, Daniel's countdownuibhave begun in the fall of 457 BC.
This means that Daniel’s “sevens” would coincidaaly with Jewish Sabbatical cycles, as |
had earlier hypothesized. |think that is moretbaincidental.

Let’'s see how Daniel’'s countdown would work outfrthis starting point.

The first series of 7 Sabbatical cycles (49 yeasyld have ended in the fall of 408 BC.
By this time Jerusalem was completely rebuilt and pefaded. This matches the prophecy.

The second series of 62 Sabbatical cycles (434syerould have ended in the fall of AD
27, so that the first year of the final Sabbatical ey@the 78 “seven”) would have been
from the fall of AD 27 until the fall of AD 28. Wk&now that John the Immerser definitely
began to proclaim the imminent arrival of Messiafning the 18 Year of Tiberius Caesat®
which began at some point in AD 28. This matches the prophecy as well.

John immersed Jesus just a few months before Glagstn his three-year public minisatly
Passover in AD 30. He was crucified three yeaey |aluring Passover, AD 33. Danvehs
specifically told that the Messiah would be unfaidxecuted after the sixty-two “sevens”
which would place it_during the seventieth “seveexactly as it occurred. So we have a
third match.

110 FRI/SAT [SABBATH] 6/7 DEC in 457 BC.

Ezra 9:9.
Ezra 4:7-16.
Ezra 4:17-23. It should be noted that Ezra 4:24 marks the resumption of a context interrupted at 4:5
See APPENDIX C for details on the Israeli 7-year Sabbatical Cycle.
Luke 3:1-3.
Perhaps on 1 July, when his annual authority as Tribune was renewed.
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The prophet was also told that Messiah would “sjfieen™'’ the covenant with many
during this final “seven.” During their prophetic minigs, both John and Jesus called for
Israelisto repent of sin and to prepare for the arrivaltted kingdom of God. This would
certainly qualify as strengthening the covenant of holindsst God wanted to have with
humanity ingeneral and with Israel specifically. That wouldke four matches.

Finally, Daniel was told that during this final Ys®” the sacrificial system would be
removed. According to the book of Hebrews, thatsctly what Jesus’ atoning death and
resurrection accomplished.

As a bonus match, we know that Jesus’ ministry the=e and a half years long, counting
from His immersion in the winter of AD 29/30 to Hascension in the late spring of AD 33.
Even this fits within the timeframe of the prophgsince it highlights half of seven years.

But what about the rest of Daniel's prophecy - vehexactly does the second desolation
of the Temple fit?

Daniel simply says that “the abomination of desofdtwould occur after the execution
of the Messiah, that it would be connected to Hiatl, and that it would end the Temple
sacrifices. All these things were true prior to AD.

You may remember that, as Jesus approached JenugaleHis prophetic appointment
with the cross, He had lamented that “stone wouwd be left upon stone” because ethnic
Israel, as a nation, did not recognize His Passtiver arrival at Jerusalem as their final
evaluation'® According to Him, the horrendous days coming ugbe Temgple and
Jerusalem would be “days of vengeance to fulfiltte things that have been writtelt™

| think it is Luke’s style of gospel writing whidhelps settle the issue beyond any shadow
of doubt. When comparing his narratives with tb&tMatthew & Mark it becomes very
obvious that he sometime engages in explanatorgppaase, no doubt intending to assist
Theophilus in understanding “the exact truth attbatthings you have been taught’”

Where Matthew! provides a strict quote of Jesus's Mt. Olivet viagn (24:15) —
“whenever you see the abomination of desolatios, tting spoken by Daniel the prophet,
standing in the holy location...” — Luke engagesiparaphrased explanation of what Jesus
actually meant (21:20) — “whenever you seeusalem surrounded by militaepcampments,
then you will knowthat her desolation had drawn ne&?”

" The literal meaning of the word used in the Hebrew & Greek texts.

The fact of this evaluation couldn’t be made any more clear than with the parable of the unproductive fig tree
that Jesus told during the final year of His ministry (Luke 13:6-9). Israel as a whole had failed to produce the
true fruit of repentance during the first three Passovers of His ministry (representing a total of two calendar
years). His fourth and final Passover visit, after His 3" Year of ministry, would determine their fate. If they had
no fruit this time, they would be marked for destruction.

% A comment from the “Olivet Discourse” unique to Luke’s account (21:22). “All the things that have been
written” is a clear reference to the sacred Scriptures of the Jews, including the book of Daniel.

2% Luke 1:4.

21 Mark also makes use of a strict quote, simply not mentioning the Daniel connection.

This passage also helps respond Biblically to those prophecy teachers who claim that “the abomination of
desolation” is an idolatrous image placed within the Jewish “holy of holies.” Luke says otherwise.
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Therefore, | really do believe that we can safebnatude that “the abomination of
desolation...spoken by Danite prophet,” which Jesus predicted in His Olivesdourse,
was the arrival of the Romdagions at the Holy City in AD 70 in order to carouyt this
act of divine vengeance.

That being said, | find it interesting that thisphpation of Daniel 9:24-27 seemed
perfectly obvious to awon-Christian Jew like Josephus. As a Pharisepriest and a
combatant during the earlyart of the war and an eyewitness of the Temple'strdction
later, Josephus goes into grekgtail about the circumstances underlying the odnflHe
concluded that both tHBabylonian desolation of the'Temple and the Roman desolation of
the 29 Temple camabout because of Israel’s unrepentant sin. Buenmithe point before
us at the moment, Heelieved that both desolations were fulfillment®ahiel’s prophecies.

“And indeed it so came to pass, that our natioriesed these things under
AntiochusEpiphanes, according to Daniel’s vision, and wletunote many years
before they cam® pass. In the very same manner Daniel also wioteerning
the Roman governmergnd that our country should be made desolate ty.the

This Roman desolation of the Temple has continuetil today. Despite the secular
reconstitution of an ethnic Israeli government withheir ancient homeland, the Jewish
people still have no real control over the sitdahaf twice desolated Sanctuary. That may be
part of Daniel’'s prophecy as well - that the Temptaild be desolate “until the end.”

Regardless, there is no real reason to anticipates Suture “abomination of desolation”
like that theorized in Pre-Millenni@schatology Even if the ethnic Jews of Israel did build a
3“ Temple, doing so is not required for the fulfillmesf any prophecy we have thus far
seen. In truth, attempts by ethnic Jews who doanoépt Jesus as Messiah to reestablish the
Old Covenant sacrifices in a rebuilt Temple wouldther insult the once-for-all sacrifice
made the Lord Jesd$' | would not want to be party to such things whinreturns.

123 Antiquities of the Jews 10.11.7 (or 10.11.276). Josephus, F. (1996, c1987). The works of Josephus:

Complete and unabridged. Peabody: Hendrickson.
124 Read Hebrews Cha pter 10, especially verses 29-31.
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“The Great Tribulation”

MATTHEW
24:21Forthen

there will be
great tribulation

such as has not
occurred from the
beginning of theworld

until the present, nor
shall ever occur.

24:22 If thosedaysare
not curtail ed,

it is not likely that
anyone would

be saved but

because of the chosen

those days
will be curtailed.

MARK
13:19For those days

will be
tribulation

such as has not
occurred from the
beginning of the
creation that God
created

13:20 If Yahweh did
not curtail th e days

it is not likely that
anyone would

be saved however,
because of the chosen
that He chose

those days

were curtailed.

LUKE
21:23bFor

there will be

great distress on the
land and wrath to this
people.

21:24 Many will fall by
the edge of the sword
and will be taken
captive among all the
nations.

Jerusalem will be
downtrodden by the
nations

Until the times

of the nations
arefulfilled.

DANIEL
12:1In that time,
Michael shall arise - the
great ruler
standing over the sons
of your people.
There will be a time of
tribulation;
tribulation

such as has not
occurred from the

time at which humanity
came to be upon the
earth

until this time.

In that time

your people will

be saved-

all those being found
written in the scroll.

ROMANS

11:25b ...a partial
callusing has happened
in Israel

until thefull ness

of the nations

has come in.

It would appear that everything Jesus said up i® phbint in His Olivet Discourse has
related to the AD 70 destruction of Jerusalem dedTtemple. But what about the so-called
“great tribulation” about which He next spoke? @nly it can't be related to the'LCentury
desolation of Jerusalem, can it?

Once again, let’s let Scripture explain Scripture.

Luke’s paraphrased parallel describes this “tribofé in terms of two elements —
“distress” directed toward the land of Judea andati’ directed against the Jewish people.
By way of explanation, the passage goes on to ibestire deaths of many Israelis, the forced
removal of others, and the perpetual occupatialeaisalem by nations other than Israel. This
was exactly what happened, beginning in AD 70.
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In total, 1.1 million ethnic Israelis perished dwgithe final siege of Jerusalem. Many of
these were Passover pilgrims from all over the kmawrld who were trapped in the city when
the Romans suddenly surrounded it for their firgdaalt. Another 97,000 survivors were
turned into slaves and scattered throughout theifers

It is likely that even more would have died hadu$inot been so committed to keeping
non-combatant casualties to an absolute minimurouht this extension of clemency, along
with the escape of Jewish believers prior to thg<idestruction, as the fulfillment of God’s
curtailing of the days so that not everyone wowddkblled; so that “the chosen” (those ethnic
Israelis who had believed in Jesus as Messiah)trbglsaved amidst the desolation.

As for the city of Jerusalem, Titus ordered it déshed, with only a few towers in the
upper city and a portion of the wall around thahsarea left as an example of just how great
a city it had been before it was destroy&d. The remainder was basically erased, thereby
fulfilling Jesus’ words about there not being “stompon stone left” within the Temple
complex.

Since that time, also in fulfilment of Jesus’ phegy, Jerusalem has been occupied by
various Gentile nations. Even though ethnic Issagirrently occupy parts of the ancient city,
they have never regained full control of the Templaunt, indicating to me that the “times of
the nations” have not yet been fulfilled.

But let's consider for a moment whether or not testruction of Jerusalem and the
removal of ethnic Israel from the land by the Romean be considered an unprecedented and
unparalleled “great tribulation.”

The Jewish historian Josephus certainly thought so.

“Accordingly it appears to me, that the misfortuiéall men, from the beginning
of thei%orld, if they be compared to these of thes] are not so considerable as they
were;’

However, some might object that much worse thinggehhappened since then. “More
ethnic Israelis died in Hitler's death camps thathe Roman siege of Jerusalem!” they would
exclaim. “Certainly the events of AD 70, as hdeilas they were for the people of that day,
cannot be considered as bad as or worse than’sltielocaust!”

Actually, since the world had a much smaller popatain the £' Century, the ethnic
Israelis killed in the AD 70 destruction of Jerwsal when viewed as a percentage of the world
population (about .0028 of a world population eatiea at 400 million), was slightly higher
than that perpetrated by the Third Reich during /@ar 1l (about .0024 of a total world
population of 2.6 billion).

However, the AD 70 holocaust was much worse than1®40’s holocaust for something
much more significant than “casualties versus tptglulation.”

125 Wars 6.9.3.

Wars 7.1.1.
Josephus, F. (1196. c1987), The works of Josephus: Complete and unabridged. Includes index. (Wars 1.5),
Peabody; Hendrickson.
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The destruction of the"2 Temple in AD 70 marked the divine termination pdior the
final remnants of the Old Covenant. The righte@egiirements of the Old Covenant had been
“fulfilled” by the death and resurrection of Jestisrist during Passover, AD 33, and the New
Covenant was subsequently inaugurated by the Hahyt n Pentecost, AD 33.

While many ethnic Israelis embraced this prophedleds Covenant, a majority did not.
Despite the fact that an entire generation of pesfigal preaching was provided “to the Jew
first,”*?® many ethnic Israelis simply refused to believe thesus of Nazareth was Messiah.
So, forty years after Jesus began His ministry,Wwe&thpermitted their Old Covenant world to
come crashing down around their stubborn heads.

The animal sacrifices of the Temple (already reedewll and void by the final sacrifice of
Christ) could no longer be offered once the Tempdes gone. The city of Jerusalem (which
had once again become a prideful stumbling bloclefonic Israelis) was no longer under their
control. And finally, the ethnic Israelis (who hlmhg enjoyed all the benefits of an exclusive
relationship with Yahweh) were now scattered actbhedace the earth where they were forced
to watch people from all the other ethnic groupdeoe the blessings of the New Covenant
relationship with Yahweh that they themselves heeated:*°

In all this we must remember that the destructibdeyusalem and the desolation of the
Temple was God’s doing. It came about becausacettirael had not only failed to keep the
provisions of Old Covenant; they had also refuseddcept the Messiah who came to fulfill
the very purpose of that covenant by establishingva and better one.

While Yahweh (because of sin) had once before abrsed “His people,” “His City” and
even “His Temple” into the hands of Babylonian pagathis impending destruction and
desolation by the Roman pagans would NOT be a tesmptime of divine wrath from which
Israel could return by repenting before Yahweh uwrithe conditions of the Torah. This
Roman destruction and desolation would signify germanent transition from the Old
Covenant to the New Covenant. Never again wouldietisraelis be accepted back into right
relationship with Yahweh via the Mosaic sacrificggistem, administered through the Temple
at Jerusalem. The only acceptable means of réistoraould be via embracing the atoning
death and resurrection of the Messiah whom theiomé&ad previously rejectéd®

Since Yahweh was finished with the Old, and becausst of ethnic Israel had rejected the
New, they had effectively become a people withawt @ovenant. They had the heritage of the
Chosen People (the Israel of the Old Covenant)pbtheir own free will, they were not part
of the Chosen People (the Church of the New Cowugndh that's not the most horrendous
situation in all of Israel’s history, | don’t knowhat would be.

Luke’s account included a unigue representatiofestis comments that leaves no doubt as
to the seriousness of the situation.

“For there will be great distress on the land amathvto this people®®*

128 Romans 1:16.

It was this final situation that the Apostle Paul hoped would move ethnic Israelis to repent of their original
rejection of Jesus as Messiah and to instead embrace Him as their resurrected King (Romans 11:13-14).
BOThisis a major thesis in the inspired New Testament letter to the Hebrews.

Luke 21:23b.
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This was not just any ordinary wrath. It was theatw of Yahweh against ethnic Israelis
who were unwilling to receive the prophesied kingdon His terms; people such as the
Pharisees and Sadducees, whom John rebuked f@mtpithey could come into the kingdom
without the requisite change of he&ft. When they rejected the call to repent and be
immersed, along with John’s prophetic testimonyuthlesus, they were rejecting God’s will
for them®*® and, as Hebrews 12:25-29 states, it is a tertiblyise thing to refuse the call of
the living God.

However, as a final note of hope, Paul's commemtBaomans 11:25 seem to indicate his
understanding that the “partial callusing” of ethrisrael (i.e., their rejection of Jesus as
Messiah), would continue up to the end of the NeweDant period. We will soon explore the
possibility that this may prophetically signify tlzeceptance of Jesus as Messiah by many
ethnic Israelis immediately prior to hi&"Zoming.

132 pomans 3:7-12.

33 L uke 7:29-30.
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The Unmistakable Nature of Jesus"2Coming

MATTHEW MARK LUKE

Luke associated the following
comments with a question asked
of Jesus by some Pharisees abqut
the coming of the kingdom.

24:23 Then if anyone says 13:21 Then if anyone says 17:23 Theywill say to you,

to you, “Behold! Here is the to you, “Behold! Hereis the “Behold! There!” “Behold!

Anointed One!” or “Here!” Anointed One!” or “Behold! Here!”

don’t you believeit, There!” don’t you believe it, You shouldnot go after or
pursuethem

24:24 for false anointed ones 13:22 for false anointed ones

and false prophets shall be and false prophets shall be

raised and shall givegreatsigns | raised and shall give signs

and wonders and wonders

so as to mislead, if possible, so as to mislead, if possible,

even the chosen. even the chosen.

24:25Behold! 13:23Watch yourselves!

| have foretold you. | have foretold you.

24:26 Therefore, if you are told,
“Behold! He’s in the
wilderness!” don't go outor
“Behold! In the inner rooms!”
don’t you believat,

24:27 for even as the lightning 17:24 for even as the lightning
comes from the east and is seen flashing out from under heaven
unto the west, shines intanother placaunder
so shallthe presence of heavenso shall

the Son of Man be. the Son of Man be.

17:25But first it is necessary for
him to suffer many things and to
be rejected by this generation.
[There are intervening versgs.
17:37Responding, they said to
him, “Where, Lord?”

He said to them,

24:28 Where thecorpseis, there “Where thebodyis, there also
the eaales shall be aathere the eaales shall be aathere”

Now we come to the very first mention of Jesu¥’ Qoming within the Olivet Discourse.
However, it should be carefully noted that it iegented simply as a point of contrast to the
desolation of the Temple and is not the beginnihgesus’ actual response to the apostles’
secondary question about the timing of His return.
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He had already warned them once to be on theirdgagainst those who would proclaim
themselves Messiah in the years leading up to ¢és&ratction of Jerusalem. He now repeated
that warning, adding that these charlatans mighhe@emonstrate their claims with all savfs
miracles, signs, and wonders in an effort to gaifollbwing even from the most sincere
believers. Regardless of these supernatural deratinss, they are not to be believédfor
the 2 Coming of Jesus, the true Messiah, would be adstakable as a bolt of lightning. No
one will be able to miss it for what it really is.

In an alternate account from Luke regarding thisypadesus followed up by saying that
before the Son of Man could arrive in this unmistalk fashion, He would first have soffer
and be rejected by this generation. As I've tiomed before, this®iCenturygeneration of
ethnic Israelis were being evaluated by means siis)ef Coming. Theirejection of Him as
the prophesied Messiah would trigger the wrath ofl @pon them anthe desolation of their
worthless$*® Temple.

After some comments about th8? Zoming which occur later in Matthew and Mark’s
account of the Olivet Discourse, the alternate Lakeount records that the disciples were
moved by what they had heard so far to ask “whatethese horrible things would be taking
place. Returning to the main question being anstver when will the Temple be made
desolate and stone upon stone not be left — Jespemded with proverb that sounds rather
cryptic to the people of our own era, but one wHmh in that era would have misunderstood:
“Where the corpse is, there the eagles will gather.

While everyone in % Century Judea knew that corpses attracted caeaingbirds, there
was a more ominous political undertone to what J&gs saying. The eagle was also known
to be the main battle standard of tifeClentury Roman legion’s? Forthe polytheist soldiers
of the multi-cultural Roman army, the eagle wawegrful, unifying,religious totem. To lose
or surrender the eagle standard was a horrendesgsade, and therare records of military
operations launched just to recover lost or captwragle standards.Legions were even
referred to as “Eagles,” and everyone listeningasus knew this.

With this bit of cultural background, it is blathnbbvious what Jesus was really saying
here. Since ethnic Israel was on the verge ottieg Jesus as its Messiah, Jerusalem was on
its deathbed. Soon, with the advent of the New @Gawng it would be nothing more than a
corpse upon which the legions of Rome would alightrder to pick it clean. Everything He
was telling them was about that transitional rgalit

While archaeologists have yet to unearth a gendigla— the
eagle standard of a Roman legion - they hamvered many coing
upon which the Eagle is portrayedlhis coin depicts the Eagle df
Legio Xl Fulminatawhich was nearly wiped out by the Jewish Zealots
at the start ofhe Jewish War in October 66 (Wars 2.19.9). Alfteing
reinforced, the XIlI avenged their losses by helpidgsolate
Jerusalemin 70.

3% Check out the ancient warning about miracle working false prophets in Deuteronomy 13.

135 m\Worthless” in that after the death and resurrection of Jesus, animal sacrifices would be defunct.
3% Wars 3.123; 5.48.
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At Last! The 2 Coming of Jesus Christ!

MATTHEW
24:29Next,
after thetribulation
of those days
the sun shall be darkened, the
moon shall not give her
brightness,
the stars shall
fall from heaven,

and the powersof the heavens
will be shaken

24:30 Thenthe sign of the Son
of Man shall be made to appear
in heaven. Then all the tribes of
the earth shall mourn.

They will see the Son of Man
coming upon theclouds of
heaverwith power

and much glory.

24:31 He will send his angels
with a great trumpet

and they will gather together
his chosen ones out of the four
winds, from oneextremity of
the heavers unto other
extremity of them.

MARK
13:24However, inthose days
after thattribulation ,

the sun shall be darkened,
the moon shall not give her
brightness,

13:25 the stars shall
befalling from heaven

and the powers of the heavens
will be shaken
13:26 Then

they will see the Son of Man
coming in clouds

with much power

and glory.

13:27Then

he will send the angels

and they will gatherthe
chosen ones out of the four
winds, from the extremity of
earthunto the extremity of
heaven

LUKE
21:25There shall be signs in

the sun,
moon

and stars

and upon the earthedistress of
thenations in confusiotike the
noise and movement of the sea;
21:26men fainting from fear and
expectation of things coming
upon the inhabited world; for
the powers of the heavens will
be shaken

21:27 Then

they will see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud

with power

and much glory.

21:28But as these things are
beginning to happen look up and
lift up your heads because your
redemption nears.

As indicated earlier, the “great tribulation” fatheic Israel began in AD 70. Yahweh had
stripped them of the last vestiges of the Old Cawmgnincluding everything they held dear —
their Temple, their religious system, their landhdatheir unique relationship with Him.
Because they had rejected Jesus as their MesB&hwere now a people without a covenant;
and so they would remain — unless & until they repe.
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This was exactly what caused Paul all the intepsesonal grief that he expressed in
Romans 9:1ff. He acknowledged the unique spiritunal cultural heritage of ethnic Israel, the
debt owed that heritage by the non-Israelis nowmdsaved by embracing the Chtéof the
New Covenant, and finally his own hope that unlvatig ethnic Israelis might be moved by
envy to join their believing kinsmen and Gentileconfessing Jesus as Messiah/Christ.

It is imperative that we understand this sad, botlemiable New Testament truth:
individual ethnic Israelis who reject Jesus as Mgsare_NOT members of God’s “Chosen
People.” This is not anti-Semitic rhetoric; it'senple statement of fact. The New Testament,
all but two books of whict®were written by ethnic Israelis, testifies that thjection of Jesus
as Messiah by anyone (even by an ethnic Israeli sihoerely believes and adheres to Old
Testament commands and precepts) is tantamoune t@fection of Yahweh Himsel?? This
period of “great tribulation” for unbelieving, etierisraelis, brought on by their rejection of the
Messiah, will seemingly come to a close in conjiorctvith the Day of the Lord.

As we shall see later, Christ’s return will be meéed by the wrath of God being poured out
on the sinful world in a manner similar to that ddon Egypt immediately prior to the ancient
exodus of the ethnic Israeli slaves. It will b&ightening time for humanity, full of signs and
wonders, marking the climax of the great spirituar that began with Satan’s fall and his
subsequent temptation of Eve. His fallen angelsaathe “powers of the heavens” — or as
Paul calls them, “the rulers...the authorities...theld/@owers of this darkness...the spiritual
agents ogvil in the heavenly region§® — will, in Jesus’ words from the Olivet Discour&ee
shaken” as God prepares to judge them for theiripatheir long conflict with the men and
women made in God’s image.

At that time the “sign of the Son of Man” will apgrein heaven; or, as it is alternately
phrased, “all the tribes of the earth” will “see t8on of Man coming on the clouds of heaven
with power and much glory.”

7 Since most Gentiles did not know Hebrew, they knew Jesus as “Christ,” the Greek equivalent to the

Hebrew “Messiah.”

138 Luke and Acts.

For example: “Anyone denying the Son doesn’t have the Father. The one confessing the Son also has the
Father.” (1 John 2:24) Or: “For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is circumcision that which is
outward in the flesh. But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the
Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.” (Romans 2:28-29) And even these
comments by Jesus Himself: “I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by
those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.” (Revelation 2:9) & “Behold, | will cause
those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie—behold, | will make them to
come and bow down at your feet, and to know that | have loved you.” (Revelation 3:9)

140 Ephesians 6:12.

139
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During His trial before the High Priest, when Heswarced to testify whether or not He
was Messiah, Jesus replied that He would be semmgan exactly this fashion, i.e., as the
Messiah. It was this statement, a clear refereacthe eschatologicalprophecy of Daniel
7:13-14*! that led the Sanhedrin to condemn Him to deattbfasphemy. Forty days after
the resurrection, when Jesus ascended into hewergngels appeared to the Apostles to tell
them that he would return in the same way theydesh Him depart — amidst the clouds of
heaven*?

According to Zechariah 12:16° even among the ethnic Israelis on whom the HolyitSp
rests (i.e., repentant Messianic Jews), thereheilgreat mourning over the One they pierced.
It will be at this time that Jesus will dispatchsHingels, with the sound of a great trumpet, to
gather in His “chosen ones,” regardless of ethnigirg from all over creation.

When taken together, all these things precludedba of any sort of secret “rapture,” as is
so widely taught by Pre-Millennialists of the “Pfeb” and “Mid-Trib” variety. When He
comes in the clouds as He departed, every eye@elHim, both sinner and saint.

We'll go into more detail on the"2Coming later. For now, let’s wrap up what remaihs
the Olivet Discourse of Jesus.

1 Matthew 26:64//Mark 14:62//Luke 22:69.

12 Acts 1:9-11.

Alluded to in both Matthew 24:30 and Revelation 1:7.
34
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Wrapping Things Up

MATTHEW /IMARK
24:32//13:28Learna parable
from the fig tree:
When its branches have already become tender a
sprout leaves,
you know that the summer is near
24:33//13:29 Thusshall it also be for you.
Whenever you see all these things happening,
know that it is near, evenat the door.
24:34//13:30 Amen, amen, | say to you,
this generation shall not pass away until all these
things happen.
24:35//13:31 Heaven and earth may pass away,
but my words shall never pass away.
24:36//13:32Regarding that day and hour, no one
knows - neither the angels of the heavens, nor the
Son, only the Father alone

24:37for evenas the days of Noalwere
sothe coming othe Son of Man shall be
24:38For in the days prior to the Flood
they were eating, drinking, marrying
and being married until the day

Noah entered the ark

24:39aThey didn’t realize until

the Flood came andook everyone

24:39bSoshall it be
in the coming othe Son of Man

24:40Thentwo will be in the field.

One will be received and the other dismissed
24:41 Two will be grinding at the millstone
One will be received and the other dismissed

LUKE 21
21:29He told thema parable.
“Look atthe fig tree and all the trees.
21:30 Whenthey've already put odeaves seeing
this for yourselves,
you know that the summer isalreadynear.
21:31 Thusshall it also be for you.
Whenever you see all these things happening,
know that the kingdom of Gods near.
21:32 Amen, | say to you,
this generation shall not pass away until all these
things happen.
21:33 Heaven and earth may pass away, but my
words shall never pass away.

LUKE 17

17:25But first it is necessary for him to suffer man
things and to be rejected by this generation.
17:26Justasit was inthe days of Noah

so shallit bein the days othe Son of Man

17:27 They were eating, drinking, marrying,
and being married until the day
Noah entered the ark

The Flood came anddestroyeceveryone
17:28Similarly, as it was in the days of Lot — they
were eating, drinking, buying, selling, plantingdan
building; 17:29but on the day Lot went out from
Sodom fire and sulfur rained from heaven and
destroyed everyone —

17:30These same things

shall be

in thatdaythe Son of Manis revealed.

17:31In that day he who is on the rowfth his
things in his house should not go down to get then
Similarly, the one in the field should not returm fo
thingsleft behind.147

17:32Remember Lot’s wife.

17:33Whoever seeks to secure his life will lose it,
while

he who loses it will save it.

17:341 am telling you in this night

two will be in one bed.

One will be received and the other dismissed
17:35 Two will be grinding at thesamemillstone.
One will be received and the other dismissed

=
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There’s ample opportunity for confusion in thistéatsection of the Olivet Discourse.
However, if we are careful in our reading, we caoi@all that confusion.

If you haven’t already seen it on your own, youddago back and take note of the fact
that throughout the discourse the phrases ‘thesmsh and “this generation” serve as
grammatical markers that distinguish Jesus’ refaerio the desolation of the Temple from
those referencing “that day” of Hi$“Coming. “These things” and “this generation” aeey
near chronologically to the time of the Olivet Doscse, while “that day” of Higlorious
return is chronologically distaht?

Regardless of this grammatical truth, some hawvetiséid to connect this final mention of
“these things” and “this generation” to the dista#tComing of Jesus. They suggest that the
word translated “generation” should be understosdtte “genetic group” of the Jewish
people, or that the generation referred to is the that sees the “leafing out” of the “fig tree”
known as national Israel.

In regard to the first suggestion, | can’t find asythentic examples were the word used
here is used elsewhere in the New Testament irsehse of a “genetic group:® More to
the point, the contextual phrase used here - biseration” - is used everywhere else in the
Gospels as a specific reference to ti€antury generatiotf?

As to the second suggestion, that the 1947 edtafdist of modern Israel is symbolized
by the “leafing” of the “fig tree;” this ignores ¢hfact that Luke’s account says that it will be
the leafing of all trees, and not just the figttherves as an indication of summer's arrival.

These commentators also very often assert thafigheee is_THE Biblical symbol for
Israel. Apparently they haven’t checked the eviegemar this claim (which | suspect is
being made second-hand, without personal veribodtibecause that is simply not the case.
While figs have sometimes been used, the grapasi@emuch more common symbol, and
when Paul used a tree as the symbol for Israel i;m Romans 11 discussion about
incorporating Gentiles into the kingdom of God thied, not to the fig, but to the oliv&.

“n English the relative pronouns “this” and “these” relate to things near in time or space, while “that” and

“those” relate to things more distant in time or space. This same rule applies in Greek and is reflected in my
translation.
> Luke 16:8 is the commonly given example, but | don’t really see the necessity for adopting that shade of
meaning to make sense of the passage. It looks to me that it is used as a synonym for the word “age” earlier in
the verse, which, of course, the word “generation” is.
" You can check it out for yourself. Matthew 11:16//Luke 7:31; Matthew 12:41-42//Mark 8:12//Luke 11:29-
32; Matthew 23:36//Luke 11:50-51; and Luke 17:25.
7| have heard some who make this claim say that “all the trees” refers to the reestablishment of enemy
nations which will persecute national Israel. Yet, I've heard some of these same teachers claim that Israel is the
only ancient people who have been able to regain their national identity. That’s double talk! They simply can’t
have it both ways; that the “leafing” of Israel is unique and that it will be accompanied by the “leafing” of other
ancient nations.
% Don’t take their word or my word on this assertion that the fig tree is or isn’t THE Biblical symbol for Israel;
get an exhaustive concordance and check it out for yourself.
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Let me be very plain on this point. As | have athg mentioned several times, while God
is certainly concerned with the salvation of ethisi@elis, any one of them who has rejected
God’'s New Covenant in Jesus the Son, is incapabladng a relationship with the Father
until that rejection is reversed. The modern matd Israel, which from its founding has
been extremely secular in nature, must never béused with the real chosen people of
God’'s New Covenant — those who have been redeemetebblood of the Lamb, without
regard to their ethnic heritage, i.e., membersisefGhurch.

The real point of this final section in the discsiiis this: the *1Century generation of
the apostles would be able to see “these dayshefliemple’s desolation approaching; but
none of them would know the exact timing of “thatt when Jesus would arrive to gather
His own to Himself.

To illustrate the difficulty of pinning down “thatay,” Jesus makes a comparison to some
historical events. As it was in the days of Noald &ot, life preceding the"2 Coming will
be going on as normal. Here again, commentatas bfien overstated the point.  While the
eras of Noah and Lot were horrendously sinful,’shabt Jesus’ point. He was indicating
that it will be “business as usual” for sinnershtigip to the end, just as it was for the people
living in the two historical periods mentioned; thesuddenly, judgment will fall. Any
application beyond this point, however true, isestipous.

In all three gospel¥’ although with some very divergent language, Jemuds His
discourse with a warning in the form of a parabhdl those serving within God’s household
(those who profess Jesus as Messiah) who wish tataimatheir positions within that choice
household (the eternal kingdom) must remain sobdradert for their Master’s return from a
long business trip (the"2Coming). Those who neglect their responsibilites abuse their
fellow servants will be subsequently caught off rguby the return of the Master and will
suffer the consequences for their misbehatrdr.

In summary, while the apostles obviously thoughat tthe second desolation of the
Temple and the glorious arrival of Messiah wouldcwc concurrently, Jesus clearly
distinguished between these two events. He warthetdn that the “abomination of
desolation” — Roman armies setting up camp aroendsdlem — would serve as a definitive
sign that they should flee Jerusalem before theldiésn in Daniel 9:24-27 took place. On
the other hand, He also challenged them to reneady at all times for His arrival, since
absolutely no one would know with certainty wheattwould occur.

Since we have discovered, contrary to popular hetiat both “the 76 week” of Danielas
well as the “the abomination of desolation” haveeadly occurred, it won’t be necesséoy
us to speculate how these two events might bdlé&dlfin the future.

So, let’'s move on to the book of Revelation andveleat we can discover there.

% Matthew 24:42-51//Mark 13:33-37//Luke 21:34-36.

5% 1n Matthew’s gospel, Jesus went on to tell three more parables, each intended to emphasize this same
point of needing to always be ready for the 2" Coming. In the first, members of a bridal party missed the
festivities because they had not properly prepared themselves for a long wait prior to the beginning of said
festivities. In the second, a servant lost everything, including his relationship with his Master, because he
refused to invest even a minimal amount of effort during his Master’s absence. In the third and final parable,
Jesus pictured himself as a shepherd dividing sheep from goats, with the former being welcomed into the eternal
kingdom and the latter being condemned to an eternity of separation.
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OUTLINING THE BOOK OF REVELATION

The book of Revelation is organizationally the lasbk of the Bible. According to the
earliest traditions of the Church, it was also final book of the Scriptural canon to have
been writter!> It is of intense interest to Christians becauseeiteals the outcome of
Satan’s long spiritual war with Yahweh'’s people.

Content Outline for the Book of the Revelation @uJs Christ
Key Verse: Revelation 1:19

I. “The Things Which You Have Seen”
A. Cover Note (1:1-3)
B. Salutation (1:4-8)
C. Vision of Jesus as the High Priest of the Heav&alyctuary (1:9-20)
[I. “The Things Which Are”
A. Letters to the Seven Prominent Congregations of&ofsia (2:1-3:22)
1. “The Things Which Will Take Place After These Thsti?
A. Vision of the Scroll of God’s Final Wratf?
(a) The Throne Room of Yahweh (4:1-5:14)
(b) Breaking of the Seven Seals (6:1-8:1)
(c) Sounding of the Seven Trumpets (8:2-11:19)
B. Vision of the War Between the “Seed of Woman” & Bragort>
(a) Survey of Events Culminating in Satan’s Ejectianir‘Heaven” (12:1-17)
(b) Satan’s Use of the Final Beast Government (13:1-18)
(c) “First Fruits” Martyrdom of the 144,000 (14:1-5)
(d) God's Final Warnings to the Peoples of Earth (1142%-
(e) Son of Man’s “Harvest” of Martyrs (14:13-16)
() God’'s Harvest of Wrath Begins (14:17-20)
(9) Pouring Out of the Seven Bowls (15:1-16:21)
(h) Explanation Regarding the Harlot (17:1-18:24)
C. Vision of Jesus as the Returning King of Kings andtl of Lords>°
(a) The 2 Coming (19:1-21)
(b) The Millennium & the Resurrected Saints (20:1-6)
(c) The Final Judgment of Satan & the Resurrected &n2€:7-15)
(d) The Presentation of the New Creation (21:1-22:5)
(e) Closing (22:6-21)

! Early tradition says that the book of Revelationswaritten by the Apostle John toward the end of ifie

Century. Of course, this makes the Preterist agfitin of its prophetic contents to the AD 70 dedion of
Jerusalem by the Romans completely unworkable.
52 John’s main visions have some overlapping poirgch vision focuses upon a different aspect offitie
period of history.
>3 This vision focuses upon Yahweh's overall contiihe situation.
This vision focuses upon the long war between SaanYahweh'’s people.
This vision focuses upon Jesus’ victorious arrarad the culmination of all things.
38
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INTRODUCING THE BOOK OF REVELATION

As prophecy, the book of Revelatfdfideals with matters normally hidden from human
view — past, present and future. In the first thceapters the Apostle John “speaks forth”
about the glorified Christ who appeared to Him atnkos in the guise of Heaven’'s High
Priest, passing on the contemporary messages Héedvalelivered to the assemblies of
believers located in seven prominent cities of Ro#sia (now western Turkey).

The balance of the book is a “forespeaking” of gsidohn saw in conjunction with the
return of the King of kings and Lord of lords.

Since our time is limited, and since there are smyncommentaries that have already

provided excellent, in-depth treatments of the apgrchapters, we are going to pass over
them without comment.

Instead, let’s dive into the first of three maisioens related to “Living in the Last Days.”

4 N

WARNING

Unfulfilled Prophecies Ahead!
Prepare For Personal Speculation!

N _/

®The Greek wordt $ % & [apokalupsis /ap-ok-al-oop-sis/], which means “a revelation” or “an uncovering,”
is the source of our English word “apocalypse.”
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VISION OF THE SCROLL OF GOD’S FINAL WRATH
The Apostle John’s “Throne Vision”

REVELATION 4
4:1 After these things, | looked, and behold, a doar bheen opened in heaven. The first trumpet-likeeto
heard speaking to me waswsaying, “Come up here and | will show you what mhegtpen after these
things.” 4:2 Immediately | was in spirit-form.
Behold,therewas a throne setting in heaven, and someone wiag n it. 4:3 The appearance of the one
sitting resembled a jasper and carnelian stone appearance of a rainbow around the throne resenalbl
emerald.
4:4 There were twenty-four thrones around the thrond,sitting on the twenty-four thrones were twenty-
four elders, dressed in white clothing, with gold#gtior’'s wreaths on their heads.
4:5 Streaks of lightning, sounds, and thunderclaps ateanfrom the throne. There were seven fiery tsch
burning before the throne, which are the severitsmif God. 4:6 Before the thronavassomething like a
glassy sea, resembling crystal.
In the midst of the throne and around the thnweeefour living beings with eyes front and back. 4:7
Thefirst living being was like a lion, the second ligecalf, the third had a face like a man, and theth was
like aflying eagle. 4.8 Each of the four living beings had six wingkich werecovered all over and inside
with eyes. They never rested from saying, “Holy, holy, holyvishweh Tsabaoth, who is, who was, and w
comes!”
4:9 Whenever the living beings give glory, honor, amainks to the one sitting on the throne - to the one
living into the ages of ages1:10the twenty-four elders will fall before the ondisig) on the throne and will
worship the one who lives into the ages of aged vaith throw their victor's wreaths before Him, sag,
4:11"You are worthy, Yahweh our God, to receive gldrgnor, and power because you created all thingg

no

>l

andby your will they exist and were created! EZEKIEL 2
5:1 I sawin the righthand 2:9 | looked, and behold, laand had been
of the one sitting on thinronea scroll, extendedoward me, anih it a scroll.

_ 2:10He spread it beforme. It had been
written upon front and back, written upon back and front.
sealed with seven seals. In it was written diraes. lamentation. and a v

5:21 also saw a strong angel proclaiming in a lou@&prvwno 1S worthy to open the scroll and o lodse
seals?”

5:3 No one in heaven, on earth, or under the earthalkesto open the scroll nor look at §:4 | wept
greatly because no one worthy was found to opesdial nor look at it.

5:5 One of the elders said to me, “Don’t weep. Behtiid,lion of the Judah tribe, the root of David, he
overcome to open the scroll and its seven seals.”

5:6 | saw standing in the midst of the throne and the fiving beings, and in the midst of the twenyHf
elders, a lamithat lookedike it had been slaughtered. It had seven hondssaven eyes, which are the
spirits of God sent into all the earth7 He came and toathe scrollfrom the right hand of the One sitting 0
thethrone,5:8 and when he tooi the four living beings and the twenty-four eldezlf before the Lamb.
Each ofthem had a lyre and a golden bowl full of incengleich are the prayers of the Saints.

5:9 They sang a new song, saying, “You are worthyle the scroll and to open its seals, because yoa w
slain. You purchased for God, by your bloodjividualsfrom every tribe, language, people, and nattoh
and made them a kingdom and priests to our Godthadshall reign on the earth.”

5:111 looked, and | heard the sound of many angelsratole throne (their number was ten thousands of
ten thousands, and thousands of thousands), ihg lxeings, and the elde& 12 saying in a loud voice,
“The Lamb which was slaughtered is worthy to receive gowrealth, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, and
blessing!”

5:131 heard every creature which was in the sky, od Jamderground, on the sea, and all the thingiher
saying, “Blessing, honor, glory, and strengtiongto the One sitting on the throne, and to the Laimto,

the ages of ages!”

>
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On rare occasions, certain prophets have beergued to experience what | call “throne
visions.” Moses (Exodus 24:1ff), Micaiah (1 King&:19-22), Isaiah (Isaiah 6:1ff), Ezekiel
(Ezekiel 1:4ff), and Daniel (Daniel 7:9ff) were aiven glimpses of the heavenly throne
during the Old Covenant period. In the New Testatmenly three men had such a blessing:
Stephen briefly described what he saw in the hdgwarone room just before his martyrdom
(Acts 7:55-56); Paul mentioned the experience otimmamed man who never revealed any
details of what hexperienced (2 Corinthians 12:2ff), and the thiabwhe Apostle John.

An in-depth study of these throne visions is faatng; unfortunately, it is also outside
our present consideration. So, without losing fmaus on its introduction of God’s final
wrath, let's have a look at just a few of the detaf John’s throne vision.

The One Whom John saw upon the throne was, fronNew Covenant perspective, the
“Father.” Around His throne were twenty-four othtmrones on which sat twenty-four
elders. From what Jesus said during his miniSfriwelve of these elders were probably the
Apostles'™®® Perhaps the others were historically significapiritual leaders as well.
Whoever they were, each possessed a golden victggath like that given to victorious
military leaders and athletes in public ceremottiesughout the ancient Roman Empire.

Situated in front of the Father's throne were sebemning torches, which may have
taken the form of the great, seven-branched larapdsthat once stood in the Holy Place of
the physical Sanctuary. Regardless, the textsstht@ these seven torches represented the
Holy Spirit of God. Thus, we have two of the thrpersonages of the triune Godhead
already represented in this throne vision.

Encircling the throne, John saw four, six-wingeira-#m,**° as described previously by
the prophet Isaialf’ As they had been doing over 800 years earli@sehcreatures were
still worshipping Yahwefsa-basth.*®?> As they worshipped, the twenty-four elders akdbdn
their faces, throwing their victor’s wreaths beftre throne in a personal act of worship.

17 Matthew 19:28//Luke 22:30.

That being the case, the mortal John of the past was actually standing in the presence of the immortal John
of the future who was sitting upon one of the twenty-four thrones in the heavenly dimension.

5% paul wrote of this spiritual victor’s wreath, “l have competed in the great competition; | have completed the
course; | have kept the Faith. As for the rest, there is reserved for me the victor’s wreath of righteousness,
which the Lord — the righteous judge - will award to me in that day; not to me only, but to all those loving his
appearance.” 2 Timothy 4:8.

%% pyral of the Hebrew word sa-raf, from a root meaning “to burn;” probably a reference to the fiery
appearance of this spirit creature.

161 By the way, both John and Isaiah seem to describe the throne of God from above the crystalline
platform on which it rests, and make no mention of the four-faced, four-winged kerubim. Ezekiel described the
throne as it was seen from below the expanse, and made no mention of the single-faced, six-winged sarafim.

%2 Hebrew for “of the armies.” Yahweh Tsabaoth is a military title. Think “Commander-in-Chief” or
“Commanding General.”
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It was at this point that John noticed somethingswal in the Father's hand. It was
double-sided scroll sealed with seven seals. Weit-secured scroll should be compared to
the double-sided scroll of judgment seen by Ezekiehediately prior to the desolation of
the first Israeli temple - a scroll full of “dirgelamentation, and woé® This time, however,
the scroll is about the imminent desolation oféhére earth.

Immediately a problem arose. There was no onesavén or on earth worthy to open
this scroll of judgment. This meant that the fimakth of God could not fall upon the earth,
and therefore the eternal kingdom of righteousreesdd not come fully into being. This
prospect caused the aged apostle to weep.

This was the perfect moment for the revelation loé third personage of the triune
Godhead — the “Son.” Jesus was now manifestedaslathat had been sacrificed, but who
lived — obvious symbols of the atonement and restion. As symbolized by the seven
horns and seven eyes, He was full of the powetlaméioly Spirit of God.

Without getting too far into an area of heated tbgical debate, allow me to state for the
record that | believe that the perfect way in whigsus lived His life as an ordinary human
being forms the basis for His unique qualificatioropen this scroll of God’s wrath.

Although He was indisputably God, He never-the-lessptied Himself of His divine
prerogatives so that He could live life as a tf4nAs such, He underwent every aspect of
the human experience — conception, birth, growtlucation, emotions, work, and ultimately
death. This would have included the full rangetevhptations that provide opportunity for
individual humans to exercise free will in eithengpliance with or in violation of God’s
immutable, holy directive®> Unlike all the rest of us, Jesus never gavetoi those
temptations; He never sinné¥. By this He proved, beyond the shadow of any dotitztt
living a righteous life, even within a fallen wortdll of temptation, was actually possible for
any human being. Sin is therefore an individualicdaith an individual punishment’

On the other hand, being God, Jesus was not sutgettte limiting factors of ordinary
humans (i.e., time & space), who, even if they wabée to remain sinless, and somehow
moved to do so, could only die in the place of @m&ul person. On the cross, as the
transcendent God, Jesus was able to offer Himseltha sinless sacrifice for an infinite
number of sinful persons at one moment of tifffe.

83 There is another double-sided roll of curses mentioned in Zechariah 5:1-4.

164 Philippians 2:6-11.

1651 Corinthians 10:13.

Hebrews 4:15.

Romans 6:23.

2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 5:6ff; 1 Peter 3:18.
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Having overcome the temptation to sin, and havifigred Himself as the atoning
sacrifice for sins not His own, Jesus earned_thdusive right to open the seals that would
begin God’s final wrath against all sin. No humasuld accuse Him of not knowing the
power of temptation, nor could any human accuse bfimot caring about what happened to
the individual sinner. As He Himself said, “Foretfrather judges no one, but has instead
given all judgment to the Soi® He alone has the capacity to judge everyone with
perfect mixture of justice and grace.

Of course, all this is borne out by what was sajdhe twenty-four elders, innumerable
angels, and thee-ra-#mwhen Jesus actually took the scroll from His Fasheand.

189 John 5:22.
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The Breaking of the First Five Seals

REVELATION 6
6:1 | looked when the lamb broke one of the seven skhtsard one of the four living beings speakirkeg li
the sound of thunder, “Come8:2 | looked, and behold, a white horse and the oiegitipon it had a bow.
Hewas given a victor's wreath and he went out ovelingrand in order to overcome. 6:2 He was given a
victor’s wreath and he went out overcoming and in ordevesame.
6:3 When he opened the second seal | heard the sagomglbeing saying, “Come!6:4 There came anothef
horse, a fire-colored one, and the one sitting upaas permitted to remove peace from the eadhhat
peoplemight slaughter one another. A great sword wasmgigehim.
6:5 When he opened the third seal | heard the thiiddibeing saying, “Come!” | looked, and behold, a
black horse and the one sitting upon it had a dnaiés hand6:6 | heardsomethindike a voice among the
four living beings say, “Aoinits[one day’s rationpf wheat for alenairius [one day’s wage] and three
koinits of barley for adenairius Do not harm the olive oil and wine.”
6:7 When he opened the fourth seal | heard the fouvithgl being saying, “Come!6:8 | looked, and behold,
a pale green horse and the one sitting upatdsename was Death. Hades was following him. Authority
wasgiven to them over one-fourth of the earth, to lillthe sword, famine, death, and by beasts oéanth.
6:9 When he broke the fifth seal | saw beneath the #iindividuals slain because of the wordsafd and
because of the testimony which they were maintgin6110 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Until
when, holy and true Master, will Yaleferjudging and avenging our blood from thdistng on the earth?”
6:11 A white robe was given to each of them, and thesevteld they will rest ahort period of time still
until their fellow servants - their brothers andgh about to be killed even th&mselves - should be
fulfilled.

In the breaking of the first four seals we areddtrced to a bow-wielding conqueror
riding a white horsé’® This appears to be the final human agent of Satdms war against
the saints of Yahweh. The conqueror was followgdabwarrior riding a fiery red horse,
indicating the prosecution of a great war. Theriwamwas followed by a merchant riding a
black horse, indicating a high price for bread ézeassity), but with little or no impact upon
olive oil and wine (non-necessities). Finally, Bearrived on a pale green horse, with
Hades$'* right behind him, indicating the imminent deathsaofe fourth of the population
due to the actions of all the riders, which areuim connected to the actions of Satan’s agent.

With the breaking of the fifth seal, our view igaeused upon the heavenly throne room.
From beneath the heavenly altar of incense, theepdd petition before the Father’s throne,
the murdered saints of every age will be asking @&bén He intends to fully avenge their
deaths. They will be told to be patient, for irbi@ef period of time, after a very specific
numberof additional saints have been murdered for taginf 2 Yahweh’s wrath will begin.

To keep this vision in its proper chronological ggEctive, we need to understand that all
seven seals must be broken before any of the evevealed within the scroll can take place.
What we have seen in the breaking of the first Beals is background information that will
make much more sense when we begin dealing witle repecific information in a parallel
format later. We’'ll deal with the breaking of thixth and seventh seals at that time.

7% Roman generals being honored for their successful completion of a significant military operation would ride

white horses during their triumphal procession through the streets of Rome.
1 As the personification of Death kills the bodies of people, the personification of Hades (the place of the dead)
collects the now disembodied soul/spirits.
172 Keep this promise of God in mind for when we come to the passages about 144,000 martyred saints later.
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VISION OF THE DRAGON’'S WAR AGAINST THE “SEED OF WO MAN”
A Symbolic Overview of Satan’s War

REVELATION 12

12:1 A great sign was seen in heaven: A woman envelbgebie sun, the moon under her feet, and a
victor's wreath of twelve stars on her hed®:2 She was pregnant and cried out, laboring and being
tormentedoy her efforto give birth.

12:3 Another sign was seen in heaven: Behold! A gifeatcolored, seven-headed, ten-horned dragdth,
seven diadems on his head2:4 His tail drew together a third of the stars of resaand threw them to the
earth. The dragon had taken position in fronhefwoman about to give birth so that when she id g
birth he might consume her child.

12:5 She gave birth to a son, a male who is about tphahe all the nations with an iron rod, and her son
was shatched away to God and His throne...

[12:6is paralleled elsewhere]

12:7 A war took place in heaven. Michael and his angesle war with the dragon, and the dragon and hi
angels foughback 12:8 He was not strong enough, nor could a place bedfdomthem in heaven any
longer. 12:9 The great dragon was ejected - the ancient sertbengne called Accuser and Satan, the ong
misleading thentire inhabited earth - he was ejected to théneartd his angels were ejected with him.
12:101 heard a loud voice in heaven saying, “The sabvatthe power, the kingdom of our God, and the
authority of His Christ have now come into beingcéiuse the accuser of our brottesd sisters the one
accusing them before our God day and night - haa bgected.12:11 They overcame him by the blood of
theLamb and by the word of their testimony. They dad love themselves, even to the point of death.
12:12 Therefore, celebrat€® Heavens and those of you camping in thBot.woe to the land and the sea,
because The Accuser hasne down to you with great vehemence, knowing hdittistime.”

7]

Revelation 12 is an absolutely amazing passagelsds symbols to portray Satan’s
enduring animosity toward “The Seed of Womaff along with his failure to defeat “The
Seed*”when Jesus first came to earth in human form asfant. It then predicts Satan’s
eventual ejection from the spiritual dimension wemlans call “heaven;*thereby setting
the stage for his post-ejection attempt to fomamutar resistance against “The Seed” when
Jesus returns to earth a second time as King gskand Lord of lords.

Within the book of Revelation this passage provitles concise contextual background
needed for believing readers to anticipate, rathan fear, the imminent arrival of the long-
anticipated showdown between the saints and theheaemy, the Dragon.

The first major character in this cosmic dramahis pregnant woman. The sun, moon,
and stars under her feet also appeared in oneseplits dreams as a representation of his
father Jacob’s family’® This is the reason why many prophecy studentsheseoman as the
ethnic Israelis who descended from Jacob - thenati Israel.

173 Genesis 3:15.

Genesis 3:16.
Ephesians 6:12.
Genesis 37:9-10.
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However, | think it would be terribly unwise to autatically equate this lady with the
secular state of modern Israel. Let’s not fordpett tthe promise of the avenging “Seed of
Woman” began with Eve, the mother_of all ethnicugre, several millennia before the nation
of Israel came into being. Remember too that RhalApostle to the Gentiles, made a pretty
big deal that God’s promise to Abraham was thaet#ihic groups would be blessed through
him and his “Seed™’

This woman may very well be representative of ‘@tfabut to paraphrase Paul, it is by
faith, not flesh, that the descendants of Israiel Abraham & Eve) are determinéd. | think
we ought to more clearly identify her as “Faithfsitael.” Before the ascension of Jesus,
which is so clearly portrayed in verse 5, she irdi almost exclusively of ethnic Israelis
who had remained faithful to Yahweh via the Mosaigenant. After the ascension, she was
made up both of ethnic Israelis who embraced Jasutheir promised Messiah and non-
Israelis (Gentiles) who called Jesus their CHfist.

The advanced state of her pregnancy should be iselgght of the explicit prophecies
that “The Seed of Woman” would eventually deal aislee blow to Satan and thereafter
establish an eternal kingdom of righteousness amiomgaints of Golf° At the beginning
of the ' Century, due to a literal understanding of thessplpecies, many faithful Israelis
(and even some non-Israelis) were living in expé@maof Messiah’s arrival®

The fire-colored dragon is unmistakably identifeesiSatan. His symbolic appearanca as
seven-headed, ten-horned dragon is indicative efdht that he is the real power behihd
seven-headed, ten-horned beast we are about to nkéisttail sweeping a third of tretars
to earth probably represents the relative strengtiis rebel angelic forces comparison to
the loyal angels under Michael's commafitlespecially since a symboliconnection
between “stars” and “angels” has already been ksit@lol in Revelation 1:20.

Satan’s attempt to consume the newborn man-childg“Seed of Woman”) immediately
calls to mind Herod’s attempted assassination efitifant Jesu¥® Yet, there were several
other attempts to kill Jesus before His appointet t® all of which should be included in
this portrayal of the Dragon’s assault upon thédchi

77 Galatians 3:6-29.

'8 Romans 2:28-29; 9:6ff.

79 paul portrays “all Israel” as a cultivated olive tree (its life-giving root no doubt a representation of Jesus)
from which some natural branches (unbelieving ethnic Israelis) have been removed; among the remaining
natural branches (the believing remnant of ethnic Israel) a wild olive branch (believing Gentiles) has been
grafted (Romans 11:17ff). It might be noted that Paul seemed to expect some of the removed branches to
be grafted back in at a later date.

'%0 Genesis 3:15; 22:18; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7.

Matthew 2:1ff, Luke 3:15; John 1:19ff; 4:25; etc.

The chronological placement of this angelic rebellion should be the time of Satan’s deception of Eve, for
prior to that everything in Creation was “very good.”

'8 Matthew 2:1ff.

Luke 4:28-30; John 8:59; 10:31.
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John understood that this child would grow up tHilfuPsalm 2:8-9. That particular
Messianic Psalm was cited several times in referéadlesus’ 5t Coming® but it was also
used in reference to the situation of Hi§ @oming*®® His being snatched away to God is an
obvious reference to the ascension of J&Sugt that time He sat down on the right side of
His Father's heavenly thrort€ marking the end of His*1Coming and the beginning of
preparation for His"® Coming.

Due to the positioning of verse 6 in the chapteosircommentators limit the “war in
heaven” in verse 7 to the final 1,260 day periodhto@ed in verse 6. | would suggest that
verse 6 is actually an example of advance informnata kind of “getting ahead of the story.”
In reality, the text does not explicitly state thagth of this war in heaven. | think that it kst
quite a long time - from the ascension of JesuADn33 until three and a half years before
His 2" Coming (a span of nearly 2,000 years now).

Let’s think for a moment about what this heavenér vepresents.

While it is true that Jesus won a huge victory oSatan at his *lComing!® the New

Testament writers indicated that the conflict wgatan was by no means over at that time.
Christians, both then and now, need to be alertfaitdful warriors in their ongoing war
against Satan and his angels “in the heavenliesdsowas meant by this phrase, in the
unseen spiritual reald?® We also know for certain that the angelsYafhwehassist the
saints in this ongoing supernatural struggteeven as Revelation 12:7 portrays.

Michael, the high-ranking angel whose name appiathis text, was first identified to
the prophet Daniel as the guardian angel of hiplee@r as we've identified the woman of
Revelation 12, “Faithful Israel:* Daniel was also told that Michael would be instental
during the “time of trouble” we have already idéietl as starting around the time of the
Temple’s destruction in AD 782 He is evidently the angelic military leader wteriow
fighting the long war against Satan on behalf ofSaints, and who will eventually eject
Satan and his rebel forces from the heavenly dinans

That expulsion will mark the beginning of the firglase of Satan’s defeat and the rapid
approach of Jesus’ return. Satan will no longerabewed to do what he had done for
millennia - accuse God's people before His thrbfie.

We will deal with the remainder of this passagpanallel form later.

185 Acts 4:25-28; 13:33; Hebrews 1:5; 5:5.

Revelation 19:6.

Acts 1:9-11.

Ephesians 1:20-23; Colossians 3:1; and Hebrews 8:1.
Hebrews 2:14-18.

Ephesians 6:12; 1 Peter 5:8-9; James 4:7b.

Hebrews 1:14.

Daniel 10:13, 21; 12:1.

Daniel 12:1; cf. Matthew 24:21.

9% Job 1:6-12; 2:1-6; Zechariah 3:1-3; Luke 22:31-32.
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Satan’s Human Agency in the Final Phase of His War

REVELATION 12
12:18He [The dragon] stood on the sand of the sea.

REVELATION 17
17:1 One of the seven angels having the last seven lmamie and spoke with me saying, “Come herelll
show you the great prostitute who is sitting upangnwatersl 7:2 with whom the kings of the earth
prostituted themselves, and by the wine of whosstjtution those living upon the earth were inteted.”

REVELATION 13 REVELATION 17
17:3aHe carried me in spirit-form into a wilderness.
13:1a | saw 17:3b | sawa woman sitting upon
a ten-horned, seven-headed beast a scarletseven-headed, ten-horned beadtll of
13:1cand ablasphemous nameupon its heads. blasphemous nams.
DANIEL 7

7:3 Four great beasteachdifferent from the others,
13:1b rise out of the seawith ten crowns upon its | rose out of the sea

horns 7:6 After this, as | watched,

13:2 Thebeastwhich | saw behold,a thirdbeast

was like a leopard waslike a leopard...

its feetlike thoseof a bear, 7:5 Behold, a secondeastwaslike a bear...
and its mouthike the mouth of lion. 7:4 The firstwaslike a lion...

The dragon gave it its power, its throne, and great

authority

REVELATION 17
17:4The woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, gilditd gold, precious stones, and pearls, and had
gold cup in her hand full of abominations and tin@urities of her prostitutiorL.7:5 Upon her forehead a
namehad been written, a secret — “Babylon the Greatntbther of prostitutes and abominations of the
earth.”
17:6al saw that the woman was drunk from the blood ef$aints and the witnesses of Jesus.

REVELATION 13 REVELATION 17 DANIEL 7

13:30ne of its headwokedas if | 7:6b Seeing her, 7:7 After this, as | watched,
it had been slain to death, and its behold there wasa fourth beast,
death-wound healed. The whole fearful,
earthmarveled after the beast. | marveledwith great marvel. marvelous, and exceptionally
13:4 They worshiped the dragon strong. Its teetlveremade of
because he gave authority to the iron and great. It was eating and
beast, and worshiped the beast, grinding, and it was trampling
saying “Who is like the beast?” whatever was left under its feet.
and “Who is able to make war It was very different from all the
with it?” beasts before it.

17:7 The angel said to me, “Why

did you marvel? | will tell you the

secret of the woman and the

seven- headed,

ten-horned beast carrying her. It also haden horns.
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REVELATION 17
17:8“The beast that you saw was, is not, and is almastend from the abyss and proceed into destnuctid
Those living upon the eartreachone whose name has not been written in the sdrbfedrom the
foundationof the cosmos — will be made to marvel as theytisedeast that was, is not, and will come.
17:9“Here is the mind having wisdom: The seven headsaven mountains, and the woman sits upem.
They are also seven kingk7:10five fallen, one is, and the other has not yet colkeenever he doeome
he must remain a little whild7:11The beast who was and is not, he is an eighthsaafithe seven, and he
proceeds into destruction.

REVELATION 17 DANIEL 7
17:12Theten hornsyou saware ten kingswho 7:24lts ten hornsareten kings
have not yet taken sovereignty, however tiély thatwill arise.

take authority as kings with the beast
After them will rise another, different than those

previous, and he will subdue three king25 He

will speak words against the Most High, will wear
out the Saints of the Most High, and will intend to
alter times and custom. They will be given into his
hand

for one hour. for a time, times and half a time.

REVELATION 17
17:13These have one purpose, and the beast gives tleénptiwer and authority.7:14 These will make war|
with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them luseaHe is King of kings and Lord of lords. Thoséhwi
Him are called, elect, and faithful.”
17:15He said to me, “The waters upon which you saw tiostjiute sitting are peoples, multitudes, nations
and language4.7:16 The ten horns that you saw and the beast will thetgrostitute, make her desolate and
naked, eat her flesh, and burn her with firé;17for God has placed into their hearts to carry oistptirpose,
to accomplish one purpose — to give their kingdtorthie beast until the word of God shall be congalet
17:18 The woman that you saw is the great city that basreignty over the kings of the earth.”

Immediately after being cast from the heavenly disien, Satan will transfer his
“‘command and control authority” to a human agengyi®lized by a red dragon with seven
heads and ten horns, straddled by a prostituteankfblly, both Revelation and Daniel
include enough explanation about this imagery tmatcan begin deciphering it with some
measure of confidence.
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CHART: Three Prophetic Dreams From The Book Of Danel

Parallel Dream Symbols
(Additional Information)

Kingdom Indicated (Respective Date Ranges)

(Interpretation of Additional Information)

b. From Nebuchadnezzar's Dream (Daniel 2)
c. From Daniel’s First Dream (Daniel #}°
d. From Daniel’s Second Dream (Daniel 8)
la. Golden Head of Statue BABYLONIAN (605-539 BC)
1b. Winged Lion
(Wings plucked) (Loss of glory and/or power?)
(Given heart of a man) (Belshazzar's terminal pride?)
2a. Silver Chest & Arms of Statue MEDO-PERSIAN (539-330 BC)
2b. Bear
(Raised on one side) (Lopsided alliance between Medes & Persians)
(Three ribs in mouth) (Perhaps Cyrus’ conquest of Lydia, Babylon & Egypt)
2c. Ram with two horns
3a. Bronze Belly & Thighs MACEDONIAN (330-63 BC)
3b. Leopard (The rapid conquests of Alexander the Great)
(Four heads & four wings) (The division of Alexander’s empire after his dgath
3c. Goat with a single horn
(Four horns replace the single horn) (The division of Alexander’s empire after his dgath
(Horn growing from one of the four horns) (The Seleucid king Antiochus IV [175-163 BC])
4a. (Two) lron Legs ROMAN — Rome/Constantinople (63 BC- AD 395)
(Feet of Iron/Clay) (Decayed into Medieval Kingdoms [AD 395-1492];
developed into Modern Nations [AD 1492-Present])
(Ten Toes of Iron/Clay) (Final Government [Final three and a half Years])
4b. Iron-Toothed Beast A FINAL HUMAN EMPIRE
(Ten horns) (Final Government [Final three and a half Years])
(Three horns uprooted by one horn) (Final Dictator uproots three in coming to power)
(Horn wages war & wins victory over Saints) (Final Dictator wages war & wins victory over Saint
(Horn killed & thrown into fire) (Dictator killed & thrown into the Lake of Fire)
(Other beasts continue on, without authority) (Some mortals continue into Messianic rule)
5a. Stone MESSIANIC (Eternal)
(Not quarried by humans) (Divine origin)
(Destroys statue by striking feet) (Defeats Final Government)
5b. Son of Man

(Arrives with clouds)
(Accepts authority from Ancient of Days)
(Saints receive eternal kingdom)

195

See APPENDIX A for more information.
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Decoding “The Beast”
John was specifically told that the seven headshif beast represented both seven
mountains and seven kings. In the Old Testameoyntains sometimes represented the
seats of governmental power, even as kings repesséme kingdoms over which they ruled.

| think the best way to understand what John wialsimoRevelation 17:10 is as follows:

* The 1st Five were historical kingdoms which persegiraithful Israel in the past:
o Egypt
0 Assyria
o0 Babylon
0 Media/Persia
0 The Macedonian Greeks
* The 6th represented the persecutor of FaithfuelsraJohn’s time — Rome.
» The 7th represented a future and final persecititbaibhful Israel.

Each of these seven heads bore a blasphemous né@ime.is probably indicative of the
major point of contention that was common betwdethase kingdoms and Faithful Israeb—
demand by the king(s) of each kingdom for worship/ar allegiance which genuine
believers reserve only for “The Name,” i.éghwehthe Creator of heaven and earth.

The beast which John saw appears to be a compufsitee four beasts in Daniel 7 -
Babylon (the winged lion), Media/Persia (the logesl bear), Macedonia (the winged, four-
headed leopard), and Rome (the ten-horned, iraim¢dobeast). This probably portrays the
serial relationship we know existed between these émpires; each occupying a territory of
ever-increasing size within the Mediterranean haslnsuspect that John’s Final Beast
Kingdomwill control the same parts of the world (Europke tMiddle East and northern
Africa); and perhaps even more, since elements of those kingdatims which came into
existence by the collapse of the Roman Empire haweexpanded into the “New World.”.

John’s composite description also utilized somey\srecific aspects of Daniel’'s four
beasts. Certainly this was not coincidental.

The final beast had the body of a leopard (pointiagk to Alexander's Macedonian
expansion), perhaps signifying the speed with whicWill expand its sphere of influence.
Its feet were like those of a bear (pointing bagkhe inflexible legal system of the Medes
and the Persians), perhaps indicating the way iiclwh will not tolerate deviation from its
legal directives. Its mouth was like that of anlifpointing back to the glory of Babylon,
which was the pride of King Nebuchadnezzar & Crd®vimce Belshazzar), perhaps a sign of
its unrestrained arrogan@nd braggadocio. Finally, it had iron teeth and imsatiable
appetite (pointing back to theon legions that first expanded, and then enfartlee “Peace
of Rome”), perhaps showirtge irresistible nature of its militaristic might.

There is another unusual feature about this fiealsh One of its seven heads - the final
enemy of Faithful Israel — appears to have died lz@eh brought back to life; it had been to
the abyss and back again. Even though this reagthlbeast could be technically counted as
an eighth kingdom, it will actually be a renewal‘@surrection” of the seventh.
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It is widely believed that this Final Beast Kingdewil be a revival of the Roman Empire.
| tend to agree. It is, I think, quite legitimate suggest that the whole of European history
and the development of what we now call modern @rasCivilization to basically be the
story of the collapse and attempted reorganization of Reenan Empire (Daniel 6:41-43).
As you are probablaware, the European Union likes to style itselfaasevival of that
ancient empiré?® In addition, most of NATO is made up of E.U. mens effectively
making it the military arm of the E.8’

Along these same lines, we understand that théndens on the seventh head represent
ten human kings or leaders at the top of this FBeEst Government. Daniel was told that an
eleventh leader would rise among these ten by sogdbree of their number. There is little
doubt that this leader is the same conqueror wemathe white horse in the breaking of the
first seal. He will be Satan’s “point man” throwgth this final phase of the war.

We understand from Daniel 7:25 that this Final Béasader, supported by the other
Beast Leaders frowhich he arose, will radically alter human societianging both times
and laws. | suspedhat this means they will fully abandon the Chasented, BC/AD
calendar system, with itswiltitude of Christian holidays, along with whattlé remains of
the Judeo-Christian ethigithin the legal systems of western governments. other words,
genuine Christianity willbe intentionally targeted for eradication by thisndF Beast
Government. Thankfully they wiinly be in power for a brief period of time — thie®d a half
years.

Decoding the “Great Prostitute”
We next turn our attention to the “great prostitutding upon the back of this Final Beast
Government. Like many Protestants before me, | haketantly come to the conclusion that
this prostitute must be - at least in her currentf- the Roman Catholic Church (RCC).

I'm sorry if that statement and what I'm about tydo back it up comes across as an
anti-Catholic diatribe. That is certainly not nmgantion. No doubt there are mangividual
Catholics who are very sincere in their faith. Biuncerity is never really thissue; truth
always is!

As a Bible teacher | am obligated to pass on thth tr find in the Bible. Those listening
are then responsible to God for what they do vtigt information*®

%8 Eor example, the Charlemagne Prize — named after the founder of the “Holy Roman Empire” (AD 962-1806),

which was itself a revival of the western portion of the Roman Empire (27 BC — AD 476) — is awarded annually to
persons who have excelled in support of Europe’s unification.
%7 The United States, which is obviously not a member of the E.U., does provide % of NATO’s cash flow.
However, the U.S.A. ultimately has its roots in Europe and makes a point of actively & officially participating in
European affairs. When former President Bill Clinton accepted the Charlemagne Prize in 2000, he spoke of “our
common dream of European union” and stated emphatically that “America must remain Europe's good partner
and good ally.”
198 Ezekiel 33.
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Here are some of the specifics mentioned withintétxé which led me in the direction of
seeing the RCC as the prostitute:

« The prostitute sat I?l:JJon seven hifi8 The city of Rome, where the RCChisadquartered,
sits upon seven hilf&°

* The prostitute is also called by the code name Bat.” The Apostle Peter seems
have used “Babylon” as a designation for Réfife.

« The prostitute had prostitute daughters. All of the most liberal Protestant
denominations in existence today have historicalseonnecting them to the RCC.

» The prostitute sat upon a huge cross-section ofamityy even exercising authorityver
kings. Since its inception during the"4and %' Centurie$® the RCC has useits
influence to control human society and governmétttiwits spheré®®

* The prostitute was clothed in purple and scarldRCC Bishops wear purpleassocks,
while the 70 members of the College of Cardinalanveearlet cassocks.

 The prostitute was adorned with gold, precious storand pearls. Throughout the
centuries, RCC buildings around the world have bedravagantly adorned, often the
expense of her impoverished parishiorféfs.

e The prostitute possessed a gold cup.gold (or at the very least, a gold-linedhalice
is a necessary and prominent part of the RCC Eisthar

 The prostitute was drunk with the blood of martyrsThe RCC, as an official
organization, has persecuted, tortured and murdemady millions of true believers
whose only crime was to challenge the authoritthefRCC.

Like it or not, the Roman Catholic Church bearelior no resemblance to the genuine
Church portrayed in the pages of the New Testanaemt,way too much resemblance to the
prostitute who riding the beast.

199 Remember that the seven hills also represented seven successive kingdoms in the region of the ancient

“Fertile Crescent.” These kingdoms also happen to have shared a common myth which focused attention upon
a female deity who did great deeds for her husband and son. She began as Inanna, “Queen of Heaven,” within
the mythology of Sumer (the very first civilization after the Flood). In Egypt she was Hathor or Isis; in Assyria
and Babylon (and in nearby Phonecia and Canaan) she was Ishtar, Astarte, Ashtoreth or Ashera; in Persia she
was Anahita; in Greece she was Aphrodite; in Rome she was Venus; and eventually she morphed into non-
other-than the greatly venerated “Virgin Mary” of the RCC. [By the way, every one of these goddesses were
associated with the planet Venus, which is called Hey-lel in Hebrew and Lu-ki-fer in Latin (Isaiah 14:12).
Evidently Satan has no qualms about a little “cross dressing” in order to accomplish his goals.]
2% several centuries prior to John’s time, Rome was referred to as Septimontium (Latin: “Seven Hills”).
1 Peter 5:13. While some commentators try to place Peter in literal Babylon, the known movements of
Peter, Silvanus, and John Mark all support his presence in Rome much better. The earliest Christian historians
also cite Rome as the place from which this letter was written.
202 ) reject the RCC claim that she can trace her roots of apostolic authority clear back to Peter, whom she
calls the first “Pope.” The RCC was actually conceived with the Roman Emperor Constantine’s “conversion”
and subsequent government meddling in matters of Christian faith during the early 4" Century. It came to full
term in the mid-5" Century when Leo | (who should probably be considered the real first “Pope” of the RCC)
aggressively asserted his universal authority as Bishop of Rome.
2% There were times in history when the RCC actually appointed and/or removed European rulers.
2% The 17" Century construction cost just for St. Peter’s basilica in Rome is estimated to have been in
excess of $48,000,000. Anyone who has traveled in Europe and visited there the old cathedrals knows
first-hand the massive amount of wealth incorporated into RCC architecture. In consideration of its world-wide
physical assets alone, the RCC is probably the richest organization on the face of the earth.
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Beyond these evidences, the Papacy also fulfileegilaspects of the prophesied “man of
lawlessness” mentioned by the Apostle Paul.

2 THESSALONIANS

2:3Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, because Ray of Yahweh will noarrive] until the
falling away firstarrivesand the man of lawlessness is revealed stimeof destructior:4 the one opposing
and lifting himself over all things called godalject of worship, so that he will seat himselthie sanctuary
of God, displaying himsetb be God.

2:5 Don’t you remember that | was telling you thesagsi when | was witljou?

2:6 You now know the restraining thing, so that he Wwélrevealed in his tim@;7 for the mystery of
lawlessness already works; only until the currestraining one is owf the midst.2:8 Then the lawless one
will be revealed, the one whom Lord Jesus taKe away by the breath of his moutthomhe will render
powerless by the appearargfehis arrival; 2:9 whose own arrival will be in accordance with therkvof
Satan, withall sortsof miracles, signs and false wondets,0 and with every deception of unrightedos
those perishing, since they are those who didrcépicthe love of truth in order thidtey might be saved.

e The Papacy came into existence during a time oftagg within the Church.

e The Bishop of Rome (a.k.a. The Papacy) opposethalso-called “gods” and “objects
worship” in Roman polytheism, eventually exaltinig lown role above that of all those
pagandeities and their representative prié’g%/s.

» The Papacy claims to have a special “S8attithin God’s “Temple” (i.e., “The Church’y®’

e Popes have even allowed themselves to be blaspls§mequated with our God and
Savior, Jesus Chriét®

e The Bishop of Rome’s rise to supreme power as “Hupe” was inhibited by the
authoritg structures of the Roman Empire with whieaul and the Thessaloniansre
familiar®®® Once the western capital of the empire was ab@dico theadvancing
“barbarians” during the "5Century, the Bishop of Rome added ciilthority to his
already extensive religious authority, giving bitththe Papacy.

e “The False Prophet” (a title we have not yet coreirt the Revelation text) will be
removed from power and thrown into the Lake of Fitethe time of the ™ Coming®°
exactly as happens to this Man of Lawlessnesselié\y®e they are the exact same person.

2% The Bishop of Rome very quickly took over the title of Pontifex Maximus, which had long been the

designation for the official High Priest of the polytheistic Roman government, an office often held by the Roman
Emperor himself.
2% The RCC even has the audacity to utilize the very language of this passage in its terminology; calling the
territory of a bishop a see (French and Middle English for “seat”), designating the official throne of a bishop a
cathedra (Latin for “chair”), referring to the building from which a bishop rules a cathedral (“of a chair”), calling
official proclamations by the Pope ex cathedra (“from the chair”), and finally referring to the ordination of any
bishop (and especially that of the pope) as his “enthronement.”
27 Al the other places where Paul uses this word in his writings, he has the Church in mind (1 Corinthians
3:16; 6:19; 2 Corinthians 6:16; Ephesians 2:21). | see no good reason for it to be understood otherwise
here. By the way, this negates any need for a Jewish Temple to be rebuilt in Jerusalem, as is so widely
taught in Pre-Millennial Dispensational circles.
2% saint Catherine of Sienna (14th Century) first addressed Pope Gregory Xl as “sweet Christ on earth.” This
term was still being used by Catholics in reference to the late Pope John Paul Il, who apparently had no
problem accepting such a blasphemous form of address.
29|y my opinion, the Roman government and the Roman emperor are respectively “the thing” (verse 6) and “the
person” (verse 7) restraining the rise of this pseudo-Christian authority figure.
219 Revelation 19:20.
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The Uneasy Relationship Between “The Beast” & “Thostitute”

The “kings of the earth” - which would almost catainclude the Ten Leaders of the Final
Beast Government - will “prostitute” themselveshwihe woman riding othe back of the beast
(Revelation 17:2 & 18:3). This probably means ttrety will feel the need to ingratiate
themselves with the RCC simply gmin control over the peoples under her influeiite;
however, they won't like having to do &5. In reality, the leaders of the Final Beast
Government will hate the woman. When tbpportunity presents itself, they will strip,
devour and burn her with fire. This sounds like RCC as an organization, its headquarters
at Vatican City, and perhaps even the cityRome itself, will be plundered and destroyed by
her erstwhile ally at some point before tfi&éoming.

This destruction is the theme of Revelation 18,cltibllows the angel's explanation about
the prostitute first seen and explained in Revaetati7. Itdescribes how the “Great City,”
which once flourished, will be destroyed in a bspfn of tim&*

| should note at this point that the mystical, papaphecies made in 1139 by an Irish
Catholic monk name&lalachy have caused quite a stir among Catholidsrem-Catholics
alike as of late.Based on the usual calculation of these papal paph, some have come to
believe that we have arrived at the time of theaFRope; a man whom this prophecy says will
be connected to the destruction of Rome. Hefeeipertinent passage:
“In extreme persecution, the seat of the Holy Ror@urch will be occupied by Peter the

Roman, who will feed the sheep through many trithoihes, at the term ofvhich the city of seven
hills will be destroyed, and the formidable Judgé judge his people. The End.”

While | do not look upon Malachy’'s prophecies ashiéy were inspired Scripture, | am
admittedly intrigued by how prescient some of labdls for popes — especially the more
recent ones - have been & that his list culminat#is the destruction of Rome itself. Will his
final words come to pass as written? Only timéd teil.

Now all this might raise the question in your minthow can the RCC be destroyed by the
Final Beast Government, and yet the False Proghat/Pope remain the partner of the Final
Beast Leader right up to time of th& Zoming? Apparently, at some point near the emel, t
RCCwill come to the conclusion that the Final Pope baayed her; or alternatively, the
Final Pope willhave no need for the RCC to support his positiomwthority. In either
case, | fully expecthe Final Pope to be complicit with the leadershef Final Beast Kingdom
in destroying “Babylon.”

There are some “Traditionalist Catholit¥” have already indicated their willingness to
abandon the Papacy & the official RCC structurepsuiing it whenever it openly challenges
key elements of their faith. This is good to kn@wce Revelation 18:4 includes a clear call
from Jesus for people associated with the RCC &m@dn the pro-Beast Government stance
taken by the Final Pope - “Come out of her, my p=ogo that you will not participate in her
sins and receive of her plagues.”

'L At 48 %, Roman Catholicism is by far the majority belief system within the countries of the European Union. It

is heavily represented among the common people.
212 At 23 %, Atheism/Agnosticism represents the second largest philosophical group within the countries of the
European Union. It is heavily represented among the more elite people.
> 1n “one day” according to Revelation 18:8 & in “one hour” according to Revelation 18:10.
Who typically reject the modernistic reforms brought on by the Second Vatican Council (1962-65).
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SEEING PARALLELS BETWEEN THE TWO VISIONS OF JOHN

The time has now come for us to start pulling tbgethings that are common to both of
John’s visions. We will begin with the kickoff diie long-anticipated “Day of the Lord,”
which appears to me to be equivalent with the bnepkf the &' Seal on the Scroll of God's
Final Wrath.

1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-3
5:1 Brethren, you have no need to be written in regartime periods and time event%:2 For you
know verywell that the Day of Yahweh comes like a thief e thight. 5:3 Even as they say, “Peace
and stability!” thersuddenly destruction will come upon them - likedapains upon a pregnant woman.
They will not escape.

Signs Connected with the Breaking of th& Geall

REVELATION 6 JOEL 2 MATTHEW 24
6:12al looked when he opened 24:29almmediately after the
the sixth seal and there was a tribulation of those days

great earthquake,
6:12b the sunbecame black as 2:31 The sun will beturned into | the sun will be

hair sackcloth, darkness darkened,
the wholemoon andthe moon the moon
became likeblood, into blood will not give her light,
before the great and fearsome d
of Yahwehcomes.
REVELATION 6 ISAIAH 34 MATTHEW 24 REVELATION 12

12:9The great
dragon... was ejected

6:13 the starsof 34:4b All the stars will | 24:29b the stars
heaven £l fall will fall from heaven
into the earth like like leaves off a vine into the earth,

and as leaves fall from
a fig treetossing its a fig tree.
unripe figs when being

and the powers of and his angels were

shakenby a great wind. heaven will beshaken ejected with him...
6:14a Heaven 34:4a Heaven

Will be rolled
was partechs a scroll as a scroll
being rolled.

REVELATION 6
6:14b Every mountain and island was moved from its place.
6:15 The kings of the earth, the gréeaders, themilitary commanders, the rich, the powerful, every slave,
andeveryfree person hid themselves within the caves ankiinvihe bedrock formations of the mountains.
6:16 They said to the mountains and to the bedrock faoms, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of the
One sitting upon the throne and from the wrathhefltamb!” 6:17 For the great day of Their wrath came,
and who is able to stand?
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In my opinion, the breaking of thé"@&eal officially marks the beginning of “The Daf/
Yahweh” or “The Last Days,” as that term is widalyderstood. It will mark the beginning of
a three and a half yeaountdown culminating with the"2Coming of Jesus Chriét>

As you can see (now that we have begun puttingvapfessages in parallel format), there
will be lots of activity at the onset of this brigériod.

First, Satan and his rebel angels will be ejectetizhael and his loyal angels out thieir
native spiritual environment and into our own phgbienvironment. | think this radical
“shaking” of the “heavenly’'status quowill result in the spectacular “signs” that Jesasds
would occur_after the period of great tribulatiavh{ch, once again, we know began with the
destruction of the Temple in AD 70) but before Bi$Coming.

We know that both the loyal & rebel angels — ofpertically referred to as “stars” within
Scripture — exist in an unseen dimension called “tteavens” or the “heavenlies.” It is
exceptionally rare for these other-worldly creasute cross fully over into our earthly realm,
taking on a material form by which they can intéraere. In fact, it seems that the fallen
angels have to depend heavily upon occult pracbgdsumans (divination, channeling, use of
hallucinogenic drugs, spirit quests, etc.) in ortdeeffect matters here.

| have no doubt many of these evil angels will Bgirig” around the world, taking care of
their nefarious business in their own dimension whichriays our own, when the"6Seal is
broken. In an instant they will be ejected froneith*heavenly” dimension right into our
“earthly” one. When they “materialize” in our plgal atmosphere, they will leave behind
whatever rules of physics apply to their own dimemsand become subject to those of our
dimension. Consequently, they will no longer b&edb “fly.” Plummeting toward the earth,
their angelic bodies glowing from atmospheric betithey will appear to be “falling stars.”

| like to call this dramatic even®&hgel Fall”

The cumulative kinetic energy released when myriafdangelic bodies hit the eartt
terminal velocity (not to mention the unimaginableb of shockwaves triggered by their
sudden materialization) might be a major contribtoa planet-wide seismic event such as has
not been seesince the Flood. Mountains and islands will dracadity move out of positiomas
the earth’s tectonic plates shift. Weaker man-nsdectures will no doubt collapse. Volcanic
activity will spike. Perhaps the hundreds of volgas in the Pacific “Ring of Fire” will ignite
simultaneously. Landslides and avalanches wiluncd sunamis will hit coastaégions.

21 Many teach that this final countdown will actually be seven years long, based on their mistaken belief that

the “70™ Week of Daniel” has not yet taken place. We've already seen that this is not the case. In truth,
while the Book of Revelation makes extensive use of the number seven, it never mentions a seven year period;
only a single three and a half year period, variously expressed.
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It is even possible, | believe, that the sudderrinen of the unimaginable mass of these
powerful angelic beings into our atmosphere coulddpce an immense energy surge that
would manifest itself in the form of a world-widdeEtro-Magnetic Pulse (EMP}® crashing
the grid and sending our highly technological stydick to a pre-1850 existent@.

Military “hotspots” will most likely ignite intdull-blown wars?*® People at evengvel of
society will panic, seeking shelter from the “entdtiee world” in caves andinderground
shelters. This will only be the beginning of threle

Ash from volcanic eruptions wiblot out the sun, moon and stars. Weather patteilhs
become chaotic. Crops will faitiriving up the price of food. Weeks, perhaps enemths
later, when particulate matter has begun to sbttk to earth, the sun will still look like it's
inside a burlap bag & the moon will still be bloal because of the lingering haze.

Clearly, a lot of people are going to die in comjion with the breaking of the"6Seal. It
seems likelythat some significant portion of the 25 % populaticasualty figure cited in
Revelation 6:8" will occur during this time.

*'* When material from a large coronal mass ejection hit the earth’s atmosphere in the summer of 1859, a

natural EMP event occurred — “The Carrington Event.” Telegraph wires (the only high tech communication
system of that time) became so supercharged with energy that they sparked and in certain cases caused fires.
7 1n 2001, Congress established a commission to study the effects of a manmade (weapon related) EMP event
upon the United States. The 2004 report (http://www.empcommission.org/docs/empc_exec_rpt.pdf) paints a
bleak picture of the impact any EMP event would have on a society, such as ours, that is highly dependent upon
the electronic systems that would be damaged. To date, few of the Commission’s recommendations for civilian
preparation have been acted upon.
1% Some countries might misinterpret the beginning stages of “Angel Fall” as a surprise missile or artillery
attack by their enemy and decide to respond with a counter-attack. Others might see the resultant chaos as
their best chance to launch a military operation they had been so-far hesitant to initiate. In a similar fashion,
militant political and religious groups might be emboldened or frightened into action against their governments.
% |n connection with deadly activity of the characters introduced by the breaking of the 4™ Seal.
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The 144,000 — Marked for Martyrdom
Do you remember this passage from earlier?

6:9 When he broke the fifth seal | saw beneathattee the individuals slain becauskthe word of
God and because of the testimony which they werataiaing. 6:10 Thegried out in a loud voice,
saying, “Until when, holy and true Master, will Yaleferjudging and avenging our blood from those
living on the earth?” 6:11 A white robe wgiven to each of them, and they were told they et a
short period of time still untitheir fellow servants - their brothers and thoseusitto be killed even as
themselves - should be fulfilled.

Well, here now, are their “brothers & sisters” that to be killed for their faith and whose
martyrdoms will trigger God’s Final Wrath.

REVELATION 7
7:1 After this | saw four angels standing upon the foarmers of the earth, holding the four winds & th
earth so that they might not blow wind upon thallghe sea, or any tre@:2 | saw another angel rise up
from the east with the seal of the living God. Hied out in a loud voice tthe four angels to whom it had
been granted to harm the land and the 8&saying, “Don’t harm the land, theea, or the trees until we
have sealed the slaves of our God upon their fagdie 7:4 | heard the number of those sealed:
144,000 sealed from each tribe of Israel’ssson

7:5 12,000 from the Judah tribe;

12,000 from the Reuben tribe;

12,000 from the Gad tribe;
7:6 12,000 from the Asher tribe;

12,000 from the Naphtali tribe;

12,000 from the Manasseh tribe;
7:7 12,000 from the Simeon tribe;

12,000 from the Levi tribe;

12,000 from the Issachar tribe;
7:8 12,000 from the Zebulun tribe;

12,000 from the Joseph tritiephraim, since Manasseh was already mentigined

12,000 from the Benjamin tribe.

Who exactly are these 144,000? That's a veryadtilifiquestion to answer. The figure
could be perfectly symbolf@® and yet, with Yahweh God involved, it could jast easily be
literal. He certainly has the wherewithal to desitg and assign to service a specific number of
persons from a specific genetic background to @ifipeask®** With the citation of twelve
specific Israeli tribe$?? these future martyrs do seem to be Messianicjcetbraeli believers.
Yet, in view of Paul's observation that Abrahanriset descendants agdetermined by faith, not
flesh?** they could also be Christian martyrs of any etftigickground.

Ultimately, knowing who these believers are woralty impact of oumunderstanding of
the role they play in the overall story. It isith@artyrdom that trigger&od’s wrath; we don’t
really need to decipher their identity. That begzyd, | will admitthat | do lean toward the
idea that these are ethnic Israelis who will dietfeir faith in Jesus, their Messiah.

2%t is expressed as 12 x 12,000 [which is 12 x 1,000 (which is in turn 10 x 10 x 10)].

21 /Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, “The Lord knows those who are His,” and,
“Let everyone who names the name of the Lord abstain from wickedness.”” 2 Timothy 2:19 (NASB 1977)

22 We can only guess why Dan is skipped in favor of including both tribes of Joseph.

223 Romans 9:6-8.
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The Redeemed - Safe in God’s True Sanctuary

REVELATION 7

7:9 After this | looked, and behold, a great crowd {akhno one could number — from all the nations,
tribes,peoples, and languages standing before the thrahbefore the Lamb, being clothed in white robes
and palmsn their hands7:10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvatimiongsto our God Who
sits upon theéhrone and to the Lamb!”

7:11 All the angels who had taken a stand around trenthrthe elders, and the four living beings fell pn
their faces before the throne and worshipped Gdd® saying, “AMEN! Praise, glory, wisdom, thanks,
honor,power, and strengthelongto our God into the ages of ages. AMEN!”

7:13 One of the elders responded, saying to me, “Whahese clothed in white robes, and from where
havethey come?”

7:141 said to him, “My lord, you know.”

He said to me, “These are those coming out of thatdribulation. They washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.

REVELATION 7 REVELATION 11
11:1 Areed like a staff was given to me, saying,
“Get up and measure

7:15This is why they are before the throne of
God and serve Him day and night in ldenctuary. | thesanctuary of God,
the altar, and those worshipping in it.
The One sitting upon the throne will tabernacle ov
them

REVELATION 7

7:16 They will no longer be hungry, and no longer whiléy be thirsty; neither may the sun nor any heat

fall upon themy:17 since the Lamb at the center of the throne wilpdleed them and will guide them
springs ofliving water. God will wipe away every tear frometheyes.”

The identity of the incalculable, multi-ethnic gmserving before God’'s throne in
heaven, described immediately after the sealinthef144,000, is much easier to pin down.
Revelation 7:14 tells us that they have come outhef “great tribulation” — the period
between the 5L and 2'* Comings of Jesus. These are the deceased séitits pan-ethnic
Church era who are eagerly awaiting the resurneatiothe righteous and the inauguration of
the Millennium, especially now that Satan has besest down to earth from heaven.
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Meanwhile, Down on Planet Earth

REVELATION 11
11:2aAs for the court outside the sanctuary, cast itamut do not measure it because it has been giviie tg
ethnic groups. They will tramp upon the holy cit

D

REVELATION 12

12:13When the dragon saw he had been ejected to the barpursued the woman who had given bir

tothe male.

REVELATION 12 REVELATION 12 REVELATION 11 REVELATION 11

11:31 will give to my
two witnesses

12:14Thetwo wings of
a great eagle were givel
to the womanso she
could fly into the
wilderness

into herplace,

where she was
nourishedthere

a time, times, and half
a time, away from the
serpent’s presence.

(12:6 The woman
escapednto the
wildernesswhere she
had aplaceprepared by
God in order that He
might nourish her there
for 1,260 days)

and they will prophesy
1,260 days having been
clothed in sackcloth.

11:2b for forty-two
months.

ZECHARIAH 4
4:14 He said to me, These are the twasons of oil
standing besidethe Lord of all the earth.”

REVELATION 11
11:4 These are the twamlive trees andhe two
lampstand:standing beforethe Lord of the earth.

REVELATION 11

11:51f anyone wants to harm them, fire comes out oir tuths and consumes their enemies. If anyone¢

might wish to harm them, this is how they must iled. 11:6 These have the authority to shut up the sky
thatrain might not rain during the days of their prophe They have the authority upon the waters to tur
theminto blood and to strike the earth with every blasvoften as they might wish.

12:15From his mouth the serpent spat out waters likeex after the woman so she might be washed aw
12:16but the earth aided the woman. The earth opersedaduth and swallowed the river that the dragon

spatout of his mouth.12:17The dragon was enraged over the woman. He weribooake war with the
rest of hel seedthosekeepina the commandments of God and havina thientesy of Jesu:

D

ay,

DANIEL 7
7:25He will speak

wordsagainstthe Most High,
will wear out the Saints of the
Most High, and will intend to
alter times and custom.

Theywill be giveninto his hand

for a time, times and half a

time.

7:21 As | watched, that horn was
making war with the saints

and overpowering

them...

REVELATION 1 3
13:5alt was given tespeakgreat
and blasphemous things...
13:61t opened its mouth in
blasphemiesgainstGod, to
blaspheme His name and His
tabernacle — those dwelling in
heaven.

13:5b It was givenauthority to
act

for forty-two months.

13:7alt was permitted

to make war with the saints
and

to overcome them.

REVELATION 11

11:2 Leave out the exterior court

of the sanctuary that you might

not measure it,

becausdt was givento the

nations and they will trample

upon the holy city

forty-two months.
REVELATION 6

6:2b He was given a victor's

wreath and he went out

overcoming and in order

to overcome
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While transition to this final phase of the grepiritual war will be cause for celebration
among the dead saints already serving Yahweh irf$amctuary of Heavert** the same
cannot be said for the saints still living and s&gwahweh in‘Heaven’s Courtyard® here
on the eartli?® where Satan has been marooned. Knowing that Wehas “little time” to
prepare for Jesudinal invasion of his home territory, “the god difig world?*’ will begin
persecutindqultimately attempting to annihilate) Faithful Ista

Thankfully, Faithful Israel will find supernaturg@rotection from total annihilation when
“two wings” of an eagle are given to help her fteea prepared place of nourishment during
this final three and a half year period. As yooudd be able to see from my parallel format, |
think these'two wings” are a reference to the “two witnessespresenting Yahwett®

While the Bible nowhere identifies these two meém boing to give you my personal
opinion. It doesn’t really matter in the long riout | think my idea is kind of “cool.”

There are only two men in all of Bible history whever died.

e Enoch, who lived about 1,500 years after Creatioth about 1,000 years before the
Flood, was a prophet who had something to say alifeutn “The Last DaysZ®?°
Because he was such a righteous man, God “took fnont the earth in the 385year
of his life so that he never diét.

« Elijah, who lived in the 9 Century BC, was also a prophet who never diedhgei
carried away by a fiery chariét’ Many Jews, past and present, expect Elijah to
appear immediately before the Messiah establishe&idgdom?32

2% Which John was ordered to measure; probably as a symbol of God’s protection for those within it.

Which John was ordered not to measure; probably as a symbol of God’s coming wrath upon those within it.
Unlike Dispensationalists, | don’t think Revelation 11 is describing a 3" Jewish Temple built at Jerusalem.
Each and every other reference to the “Sanctuary” in the Book of Revelation is a reference to the genuine,
Heavenly Sanctuary prefigured by the Tabernacle. [Check for yourself. Here are the references: Revelation
3:12; 7:15; 11:1,2,19; 14:15,17; 15:5-8; 16:1,17 and 21:22.] Without going into too much detail, the Tabernacle
design was a symbolic representation of the New Covenant (Hebrews 9 & 10). The Most Holy Place, where the
Ark of the Covenant (Yahweh’s throne) was located, represented the genuine throne room in Heaven. Beyond
the veil, the Holy Place, with its Incense Altar (prayer), Table of the Bread of the Presence (fellowship), and
Menorah (spiritual illumination), represented life within the pan-ethnic Church. Only the High Priest (Jesus) had
the right to enter the Most Holy Place. The ordinary priests (Christians) had the right to serve in the Holy Place.
Non-priests (non-Christians) could come no closer to the Sanctuary than the Outer Courtyard (the world), until
they had gone through the initiation ceremony for priests (Leviticus 8). During their ordination rites they had to
come to the Altar of Burnt Offering (the sacrifice of Christ), be washed in the Bronze Sea (immersion into
Christ’s death and resurrection), be anointed with the blood and the oil (the forgiveness of sin and the gift of
the indwelling Spirit), and put on the priestly clothing (putting on the life of Christ).

#27 2 Corinthians 4:4; 1 John 5:19.

During the Exodus, Yahweh was represented by Moses and Aaron. Exodus 19:3 actually compares the
Exodus of Israel to that nation being carried to Yahweh “on eagle’s wings.” Throughout the history of the
Israeli kingdom, Yahweh was represented by the King and the High Priest. During the building of the 2"
Temple, He was represented by Governor Zerubbabel and the High Priest Joshua. | see the two witnesses of
Revelation 11 as a continuation of this dual pattern of representation.
2 Jude 14-15.
Genesis 5:23-24.
2 Kings 2:1-18.
Malachi 4:5-6; John 1:19-28; Mark 6:14-16; Matthew 16:13-20; 17:1-13.
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Here’s what | think might have and/or will happgén. Yahweh, the Eternal Creator Who
exists outside thspace/time continuum which He created, is perfectiyable of relocating
persons in timend space. | think He may have pulled Enoch anjdhElorward in time —
right past the present time we live in — straighioi“The Last Days,” intending theto finish
their earthly lives as His final witnesses to tatld; especially to the ethnic Israeligio hold
these two persons in very high regard.

| expect the Two Witnesses to arrive, presumablgrimear the land of Isragt? on the
very chaotic day of “Angel Fall”. This will be Day of their 1,260-day mission. They will
be dressed in the traditional mourning garkthefir own times, and will immediately begin
calling ethnic Israelis to repent of their foolishection of Jesus as Messiah.

Even as in Elijah’s former days as a progiiganyone who tries to do harm to these two
will die by fire falling from heaven in response dosimple command from their mouths. If
they wish it to be so, there will be a repeat & three and a half year drought of Elijah’s
time?*® perhaps this time on a world-wide scale. Evehgpathen the Scroll of Wrath is
finally opened, they will orchestrate the “TrumpgéBowls” of God’s wrath in much the

same way that Moses and Aaron orchestrated Goé's Plagues” against Egypt.

As anticipated by the Apostle P&df, many ethnic Israelis will finally accept Jesus as
their genuinéMessiah. This is the Faithful Israel whom Satalh attack shortly after his fall
from heaven. Under the protective wings of the Enoch and Elijdgy will escape into a
place of relativesafety (The Old City of Jerusalem? or perhaps Pgtnahere they will be
nourished and protected throughout temainder of the Two Witnesses’ ministry.

Furious at being unable to touch this particulaougr of believers, Satan will put all of
his efforts into trying to eradicate genuine Claisity throughout the rest of the world.
Being “locked out” of the spiritual dimension, hellwhave to do this via his remaining
human assets — the Final Beast Government, it$ Bawst Leader and his False Prophet.

>3 Timeis a tough topic to pin down when dealing with prophecy.

| suppose they could show up anywhere in the world, either together or separately; but we know for a fact
that they will eventually end up in Jerusalem, where they will be killed by the final beast leader.
235 .
2 Kings 1:1-16.
1 Kings 17:1- 18:46; cf. James 5:17-18.
Exodus 7-11.
Romans 1.
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The Beast Leader & His False Prophet

REVELATION 12 & 13
12:17 The dragon was enraged over the woman. He weribauake war with the rest of her setfthse

keeping the commandments of God and having thienesy of Jesud2:18He stood on the sand of the sea.

13:11 saw a ten-horned, seven-headed beast rise dle gka, with ten crowns upon its horns and a
blasphemous name upon its hedds2 The beast which | saw was like a leopard, its liketthoseof a
bear, and its mouth like the mouth of a lion. Thaghn gave it its power, its throne, and great @itth

13:3 One of its head®okedas if it had been slain to death, and its deathnddwealed. The whole earth
marveled after the beast.

13:4 They worshiped the dragon because he gave authotitye beast, and worshiped the beast, saying
“Who is like the beast?” and “Who is able to maler with it?”

13:51t was given to speak great and blasphemous thihgss given authority to act for forty-two months
13:6 It opened its mouth in blasphemies against Gotlaspheme His name and His tabernacle — those
dwelling in heavenl3:7 It was permitted to make war with the saints andwercome them.

Authoritywas given to it over all tribes, peoples, languages nations13:8 All who live upon the earth —
the name of whom has not been written in the sofdife of the Lamb having been slain from the
foundationof the cosmos — shall worship 113:9 If anyone has ears let him hear!

13:10If anyoneis to gointo captivity, into captivity he goes. If anyorgeto be killed by the sword, he by th
sword is to be killed. Here is the patience andfélitbfulness of the saints.

13:111 saw another beast rising from the earth. He hadhorns like a lamb and spoke like a dragd8:12
He acts with all the authority of the first beastis presence. He made the earth and those liviitgo
worship the first beast, whose death-wound had beated.

REVELATION 13 2 THESSALONIANS 2
13:13He performed 2:9 The arrival of whom is by the working of Satan
greatsigns- he could even make fire come down | with all sorts of false powesjgns and wonders;
from the sky to the earth in the presence of men -

13:14s0 he mightleceve those living upon the 2:10and evenydecetion of unrighteousness towarg

earth by the signs that were given to him to do those being destroyed;
before the beast, telling those who live upon the
earth to make an image of the beast who has a s\
wound and livec

D

REVELATION 13
13:15He was permitted to give breath to the image obist so that the image of the beast might speal
and that as many as did not worship the imageeb#ast might be killed.3:16 He made everyone — the
smalland the great, the rich and the poor, the freetla@dlave — that a mark should be given to thenmupa
their righthand or upon their foreheati3:17 so that no one might buy or sell except the onénigathe mark
of the name ofhe beast or the number of his nah&.18Here is wisdom: the one having a mind should

calculate the numb of the beast, for it is the mber of a man. His number is six hundred ssix.
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The Final Beast Kingdom will arise from the chaosught on by Angel Fall” It would
appear to be the resuscitation of some human agbatgxisted prior to the opening of #{&
Seal; one with which we may already be familiar.

Perhaps it will be a reformation of the 10-membezst&rn European Union (1954-2011),
the former securityarm of the E.U. Maybe it will be a reincarnatiohtiee United Nations
Security Council, this time with 10 Permanent Mersb&ther than five. | suppose it might
even be a meeting of the G-10 econompioup and their associated International Monetary
Fund which has met intermittently sincel962. Thgain, it may be a completely new entity,
forged in the fires of worldwide chaos afté&rgel Fall”

To the apex of this organization will arise a powehuman leader. On his way to ttop,
he will either subvert or subdue three of his tempanions. Even as the Final Beast
Government will arise Phoenix-like from the ashéshmos, so too this final beast leader may
recovermiraculous from a potentially fatal head-wouid. This would certainly add to his
mystique.

Because he really has no other options, Satanhailk to invest all his command and
control authority into this one human and the goweent over which he rules. Here is how |
think the scenario might play out.

| suspect that Satan will appear to the leadershifne final beast government in his true
form; that of the four-faced, four-winged, formHe rub of Eden**® In doing so | fully
expect him to portray himself and his earth-bowaelic forces as “good” aliens engagea
cosmic struggle, on behalf of humanity, againsd"baiens (meaning Jesus, his angaisl the
deceased saints) who are preparing to invade ttie.’85 By this ruse, Satan, or ttizragon,
will convince those in authority of an urgent antmediate need to commit all btimanity’s
resources to stopping this imminent invasion.

More than likely, the Dragon will address the pespbf this world via mass media,
promising all sorts of benevolent “good alien” asmnce to the inhabitants of earth, once the
“bad alien” invaders have been repelled, indicatirgyfull support for the Beast Leader. Most
of the public will swallow this lie whole, pledgirtheir full allegiance to the Dragon andthe
Final Beast Government in whom his authority haanb@aced; most, but certainly not all.

2% | can't help but refer to Zechariah 11:17, right in the middle of a huge “Last Days” passage, which makes

mention of “a worthless shepherd” (i.e., a wicked leader) whose arm & right eye will be harmed by “a sword”
(i.e., military action). Might this be in reference to the Final Beast Leader and some fatal blow to the head from
which he will miraculously recover?

2% Ezekiel 28:13-17; cf. Ezekiel 1 & 10.

| think Satan has already laid the groundwork for this plausible lie, in the event that God actually does
accomplish what is written in the Word about banishing him to the physical dimension. Hollywood (which is
certainly under his sphere of influence) is constantly pumping out blockbuster movies on this very theme. The
internet abounds with sites touting the reality of a great interstellar war between alien races, with the fate
of earth hanging in the balance. More people now believe in extraterrestrial visitation of the earth than
ever before. In fact, polls indicate that a substantial portion of Americans are convinced that the governments
of the world are already in contact with alien entities; awaiting the appropriate time to reveal this astounding
news.
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In dealing with such “unbelievers,” the Final Bedstader will have a very effective
accomplice. John saw another beast rise up frered#nth, looking like a lamb but speaking
like a dragon. This is obviously the false Chagtf?leader, whom John will later identify as
the “False Prophet.” He - not the Final Beast lezads is so commonly taught - is the so-
called “antichrist” that John said was comfiiy. He is the “man of lawlessness” whom Paul
warned would come amidst all sorts of deceptivasignd wonders, including things thwtl
appear to rival the work of God’s two witnessesdertusalem. He will probably be, abdve
already asserted, the Final Pope of the Roman Gatlourch.

| expect this man to reinterpret Christianity (amttier world religionsf* in the light of
events sinceAngel Fall” He will promote a universal spirituality tha supposedly at theore
of all religion. He will use his considerable udince to persuade all religious peoples,
particular “Christians,” and most especially Ron@etholics, to accept the Dragon, thiaal
Beast Leader, and the Final Beast Government asnilgeeal hope for humanitysurvival and
its expansion beyond this tiny globe within a vasien-populated universe.

As such, he will be the chief developer and adrratsr of an economic control system
intended to coerce individuals into accepting théharity of the Final Beast Leader. Here's
how I think he could use technology (most of whighalready have) to pull this off.

The False Prophet will probably commission the satfaptation of existing technological
systems into a global, interactive computer netwariken by an artificial intelligence (Al)
using the image and voice of the Final Beast Leadérs will fulfill Revelation 13:15.

Tied into this “Image” Al computer system will b& @mbedded RFID (radio frequency
identification) microchip system (or something dami that will permit real time tracking of
both people and products. This will fulfill Revetan 13:16-17.

When used with a network of strategically placed-tmay computer/TV/surveillance
network monitors in homes, businesses and pubdiceg, this “Image/Mark of the BedSt”
system will allow the false prophet to simulateeaspnal relationship between the final beast
leader and billions of “chipped” users, simultangguall along the global net. This illusiar
fatherly concern will awe low-tech individuals, bitwill be just as effective in controlling
high-tech persons who will understand all too et “Big Brother” (or more accurately, “The
Beast”) is monitoring their every move.

2 He will be falsely associated with the lamb imagery of Christianity; the true lamb being Jesus.

1 John 2:18. Anti- is a Greek prefix that can mean either “opposite of” or “in place of.” This false
Christian leader will pretend to represent or even be Christ, when in fact he is of Satan.

244 Already, Christianity, Islam and Judaism are being presented as different facets of the same spiritual
heritage. Anabominable lie!

**> The code number John gave for the Final Beast Leader is 666. According to the early Christian scholar
Irenaeus (Against Heresies 5.30.3, which was written in the 180’s), the numerical value of the Greek adjective
“Lateinos” (“Roman”) is 666. If the Final Beast Government does end up being a reincarnation of the ancient
Roman Empire, this would certainly make good sense. However, as Irenaeus pointed out, and as we have seen
many times since, there are just too many possibilities to become dogmatic over this issue. Suffice it to say that
the numerical coding will make sense when the Final Beast Leader is revealed, and that it will merely affirm what
we already know about him.
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With the survival ohomo sapiensn the line, extreme measures will be authorizethby
Final Beast Government (and tolerated by the citizef Earthj*® in order to deal withthose
unconvinced by the Dragon’s tale; those who retading the “Mark,” and wha@onsequently
represent a societal threat.

Given past world history, unarmed resistors willstnlikely be rounded up and processed
through “educational” facilities. Those who conintheir resistance will be “euthanizefdt
the sake of humanity. Armed resistors will prolydi hunted down and exterminated.

The deaths of these resistors will fill out whaheens of the one fourth populatiecasualty
figure in Revelation 6:8.

Let's put some real numbers to this concept. Sspploat Earth had a global populatadn
8 billion when the 6th Seal is opened. That méabdlion, a large portion of whom wilbe
conservative Christians, will be dead in a periddess than three years (since the wrath
God will take up about six months of the final #ngnd a half years).

144,000 Martyrs — A Major Precursor To God’s Fin&Vrath

REVELATION 14
14:11 looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing onZitin. With Him were 144,000 with Hisame and
the name of His Father written upon their foreheads
14:21 heard a sound from heaven like the sound of meaters and like the sound of a grratndering.
The sound | heard was like lyrists playing on thgies. 14:3 They sang a new song before the throne, an
before the four living beings and the elders. Me oould learn the song except for 1,000 — those
purchased from the eartii4:4 These are those who have not tarnished themseittesvamen (they are
virgins) followingthe Lamb wherever He may go. These were purchfasedamong men as a firstfruit
offering to Godand to the Lamb14:5No lie was found in their mouths. They are unbldrags

o

By the time that the False Prophet is ready togohis “Image/Mark” system on-line, the
144,000 will have already been martyred. In Rei@ial4, John saw them after their deaths,
standing on theeal Mt. Zion, located in the spiritual dimensidrtieeaven.?*’

You'll remember that | believe these young men ilbbably be Messianic Israelis who
rise under the ministry of the two witnesses. ThHeiths will likely occur when they leatlee
protective sphere around the two prophets in otdemnnounce the “good news” abdbhe
returning King to the rest of the world.

As the “first fruits,” i.e., the first martyrs fdhis final three and a half year period, theai}
have a special place of the kingdom of heaven. Hhaye will have the right to singspecial
song of praise in the presence of Yahweh.

%8 Think of the extensive, freedom curtailing actions taken in the United Sates since the 9/11 attack, then

project that onto a world-wide scale.
7 Hebrews 12:22-24.
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Public Service Announcement # 1 — A Final Call Todfship The True God

REVELATION 14
14:61 saw another angel flying in mid-heaven with agreal proclamation to proclaim to those sitting mpo
the earth — every nation, tribe, language, and lpeef4:7 saying in a loud voice, “Fear God and give Him
glory, because the hour of His judgment has come! WorsleigOne Who made the sky, land, sea, and|the
springs ofwater!”

With the number of prophesied martyrs compféfehe time for Yahweh'svrath to be
poured out has arrived. At this point several ahgealds will appear in Earth’s atmosphere
with explicit warnings for the people of the world.

The first angel will warn that final judgment is@paching and that everyone needs to
worship the Creator (Yahweh) rather than creat(®asan and his human miniorféj.

Public Service Announcement # 2 — A Final Call TdoAndon “Babylon” Before Her Fall

REVELATION 14 REVELATION 18
14:8 Another, secondangelfollowed, 18:1 After this | sawanother angelhaving come
down from heaven, having great authority, and the
earth was illumined by his glorg8:2 He cried out
in a loud voice,
saying, “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the great- saying, “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the gredtShe
has become a dwelling for demons; a haven for
every unclean spirit; every unclean bird; and every
unclean, hated beast.
she who has madsl the nations drink 18:3 Becausall the nations have dunk
the wine of her passionate prostitutioh’ of the wine of her passionate prostitutionthe
kings of the earth have fornicated with her, arel th
merchants of the earth have become rich from the
power of her wantonness.

REVELATION 18
18:41 heard another voice from heaven, saying, “Comeroy people, out from her, so that you might nof
share in her sin and so that you might not recef\eer blows,18:5 because her sins are cemented togeth
as faras heaven, and God kept account of her unrightectss
18:6 “Give her even as she has given; give her two tiwlest her acts deserve; in the cup she mixed, mix
her two times as muct8:7 In as much as she glorified herself and lived walytdn that same way give
hertorture and mourning; because she is saying iftéart, ‘| am sitting as queen. | am not a widowill
neversee mourning.’

11
-

REVELATION 17 REVELATION 18
17:16The ten horns that you saw and the beast w| 18:8 Therefore, in one day her blows will come —
hate the prostitute, make her desolate and naltd| death, mourning, and famine.
her flesh, andburn herwith fire, 17:17for God has | She will beburnt with fire because the Lor@od
placed into their hearts to carry out His purpése, | Who judges her is strong.
accomplish one purpose — to give their kingdoms
the beast until the word of God shall be comple

**® Remember that Yahweh told the martyrs of all ages who were asking for vengeance that they had to be

patient until a specific number of additional martyrs had been reached (6:11).
249
Romans 1:18ff.
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REVELATION 18
18:9 The kings of the earth, those fornicating and bipMiaxuriously with her, will weep and will strike
themselves in griefver her when they see the smoke of her burnirgg10 They will stand at a distance in
fear of her torture, saying, “Woe! Woe! The great cifjhe strong city Babylon! In one hour her judgment
came.”
18:11“The merchants of the earth will weep and will nmoorer here, because no one buys their
merchandise anymorel8:12Merchandise of gold, silver, precious stones, geéirie linen, purple fabric,
silk, scarlet fabric, everkind offragrant wood, evergort ofivory container, everyype ofvesseimadeof
preciouswvood, copper, iron, marblé8:13cinnamon, amomum, incense, myrrh, frankincensee wative
oil, fine wheatflour, wheat, work animals, sheep, horses, canstla bodies and souls of merl8:14The
fruit of the desires ofour soul went from you and all the dainty thingsl legant things destroyed from
you; none of these things shall be found.
18:15“These wealthy merchants will stand at a distamoefher due to fear of her tortures, weeping and
mourning,18:16saying, “Woe! Woe! The great city! The one wregpn fine linen, purple, and scarlet;
gildedwith gold, precious stones and pearl$8:17In one hour the great wealth is desolated. Eaigh sh
captain, each passenger and sailor, and as mamgriaghe sea, stood far af8:18and werecrying out,
seeing the smoke of her fire, saying, “Who is like great city?"18:19They threw dust on their heads and
were crying out, weeping and strikitliemselves in griebaying, “Woe! Woe! The great city! By whom
all those having ships in the sea became rich fierrexcellence. In one hour she was desolated.
18:20“Be glad over her, heaven, saints, apostles anghets! God has judged your judgment upon her.”
18:21 A strong angel took up a stone like a great mitlstand threuvit into the sea, saying, “In this violent
fashion the great city Babylon shall be thrown Bedound no more.
18:22“May the sound of lyre players, musicians, flutiatal trumpeters no longer be heard in you. May
eachartisan and each craftsman no longer be foundun yay the sound of the mill no longer be heard in
you. 18:23May the light of the lamp no longer be seen in yMay the sound of the groom and bride never
be heardn you. Because your merchants were the greatahtire earth. Because you mislead all the
nations by yousorcery. In you was found the blood of propheds)ts and all those slaughtered on the
earth.”

The second angel will warn of the imminent fall‘B&bylon,” i.e., the RCGeadquartered
out of Vatican City in Rome. | presume that orfoe image/Mark” system igperational, and
the False Prophet, i.e., the Final Pope, is fullg aretrievably committed tthe Final Beast
Leader, he and the Ten Leaders of the Final Beasjdém will have no more usier the
RCC. As prophesied earlier, it will only be a meatof time before they get around to
destroying her, since they hate what (even in bergrse form) she stands for - Christianity.

Around this time there will be a clear call fromaken, “to come out from her, npeople,”
giving one last opportunity to anyone with genufagh in Jesus as Messiah abandon any
relationship with the doomed RCE. Those that don’t will suffer with her.

2% This will probably be accomplished via the launch of the Beast Image/Mark system. No one with even the

most rudimentary allegiance to Jesus Christ will be able to bring themselves to participate in that system.
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Public Service Announcement # 3 — A Final WarningoNTo Take The Mark

REVELATION 14
14:9 Another, third angel followed them, saying in adowwice, “If anyone worships the beast and his
image, and takes the mark upon his forehead aidhis hand,14:10he will drink the wine of God’s passion
which has been mixed undiluted in the cup of Hiatlyrand he will be tortured in fire and brimstdetore
theangels and before the Lamti4:11The smoke of their torture ascends into the agegie$ and they
have naespite day and night — the ones worshiping thetterad his image, and anyone accepting the mark
of hisname!
14:12 Here is the endurance of the Saints, the ones hg@ape commands of God and the faith of Jesus.”
Most aspects of the seven final trumpets/bowls exactly parallel, as you will be able to see for
yourself. Differences that do occur are probablg tluthe perspective of the vision; the Trumpetseat
theend of the Vision of the Scroll and highlight Yahvie control of the overall situation, while the Blaw
focus more upon the wrath itself.
14:131 heard a voice from heaven say, “Write, ‘How blbby God are the dead dying in the Lord from
now on.”
“Yes,” says the Spirit, “in order that they be giveest from their hard work, for their actiofoiow behind
them.’

A third and final angel herald will pronounce anambiguous and eternal curse upon
anyone who worships the Final Beast Leader andédiifnage,” taking his “Mark.” There are
a few things I think should be clearly understoahf this passage.

e The “Image/Mark” won't be deployed until sometimerithg the final three and hajear
period. The “Mark of the Beast” doesn't existla moment™*

« No one will be able to take the “Mark” accidentallyrhe choice will be clear — one will
take the “Mark” to be on the final beast leadeiteor refuse it>?

e Those who accept the “Mark” will be eternally comdeed. The choice will be sdear
that there will be absolutely no opportunity fopeatancé>®

The “Image/Mark” program will result in the deatbtfsmany Christians. Even agarse is
pronounced upon those accepting the “Mark,” a bigss pronounced upotihose who will
die rather than accept’t!

> While the technology that will be used in the system may already exist, there is nothing intrinsically evil with

any of it. Other than privacy issues that | think everyone should worry about, | wouldn’t get too worked up
over modern technological advances. | guarantee you that a microchip in your debit card, in your ID or in your

can of corn isn’t the “Mark of the Beast.”
252
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However, allowing a chip to be planted “in” your physical body is another matter entirely. | would advise
everyone, but especially Christians, to refuse such implantations simply on principle. While the government
now in power may guarantee that your privacy will be protected, remember that governments change. You
can ditch inanimate objects like “smart cards” that contain traceable chips, but you can’t ditch yourself.

23 Lest you worry, I'm positive that forcibly implanted chips won’t count; as in the case of minor children who
are taken into custody when their Christian parents are arrested and executed. This is all about free will.

% Don’t be naive. You won’t be able to take the “Mark” just to utilize the “Image” system so as to survive the
three and a half years, while staying true to Jesus “in your heart.” Read (and memorize) Matthew 10:32-33.
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The Breaking of the Seventh Seal & The Beginning¥dhweh’s Wrath

REVELATION 8
8:1 When He opened the seventh seal there was sileriemiven for about half an hour.
8:2 1 saw seven angels who had taken a stand before$2wen trumpets were given to them.
8:3 Another angel came and stood at the altar withldegocenser. Much incense was giverhiim so he
could offer up the prayers of all the saints uplea gjolden altar before the thror8&24 The smoke of the
incense of the prayers of the saints went up fitwerhiand of the angel before God.

REVELATION 14
14:141 looked, and behold, a white cloud and sittingrufite cloud one like a son of man, and inHasd a
sharp sicklel4:15Another angel came out of the sanctuary, cryingmatloud voice to the orsitting on
the cloud, “Send your sickle and harvest, becauséour to harvest has come, sincetthevest of the earth
has dried up!”
14:16 The one sitting on the cloud sent his sickle i@ ¢arth and the earth was harvested.
14:17 Another angel came out of the sanctuari@gaven, and he also had a sharp sickle.

REVELATION 8 REVELATION 14
8:5 Having taken the censer, thagelfilled it with 14:18 Anotherangel(the one having authority over
fire from the altar thefire) camefrom the altar and called out in a

loud voice to the one with the sharp sickle, saying
“Send your sharp sickle and gather the cludrerms
the vine of the earth, because its grapes afeeat

prime.
andthrew it 14:19The angekent|[literally “threw”] his sickle
into the earth. There were peals of thunder, into the earth and gathereérom the vine of the
sounds, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake. | earth andhrew theminto the great wine vat of
God’s fury.

14:20The wine vat was trod outside the city and
blood went out from the wine vat as high as horse
bridles for 1,60Gtadia

n

REVELATION 19
19:1 After these things | heasbmethindike the great voice of a crowd of many in heawsaying, “Hallelu
Yah! Salvation, glory, and power to our Gdd:2 for His judgments are true and righteous; for He

na

judgedthe great prostitute who was corrupting the eaith tver immorality and He has avenged the blgod

of His servantshedfrom her hand.”

19:3 A second time they said, “Hallelu Yah! Her smokeeasls into the ages of ages.”

19:4 The twenty-four elders and the four living creasufell down and worshiped God Who sits on t
throne, saying, “Amen! Hallelu Yah!”

19:5 A voice came out from the throne, saying, “Giveiggao our God, all you His servants, those who f
Him, small and reat.’

he
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REVELATION 15

15:11 saw another great and marvelous sign in heaw@rsangels with seven final blowsY|l: The Greek
word here is the source of our English word “plagyebecause ithem God’s wrath came to an erntbh:2
| saw something like a glassy sea mixed with firegl those overcomirthe beast, his image, and the
number of his name standing on the glassy seathathyres of God. They wergnging the song of Moses,
God’s servant, and the song of the Lamb, sayingedGand marvelous are yowuorks, Yahweh Tsabaoth.
Righteous and true are your ways, King of natiols.4 Who should not fear yot,ahweh, and glorify
Your name? Because you alone are holy; becausteeatiations will come and worsHiefore you; and
because your righteous actions have been made’clear

15:5 After these things | looked, and the sanctuanheftebernacle of testimony in heaven was opened.

15:6 The seven angels with the seven blows came otiecgdnctuary dressed in bright, clean linen,thedt
chests wrapped with golden belts5:7 One of the four living beings gave to the severetsgeven bowls
filled with the wrath of the God who lives into thges of ages.

15:8 The sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glofyGod and from His power. No one could ertber
sanctuary until the seven blows of the seven angete completed.

When the final, # Seal is broken there will be a reverent hush titgration inheaverf>®
On earth, having been clearly warned, the peoplst saberly consider whether not to take
the “Mark.” In heaven, with all seven seals nownoed, the Final Wrath of God contained
therein is now ready to be poured out upon thel Berast Government.

It is at this point that John’s two vision strearaally begin to coincide.

In the final portion of John’s Vision of the War B&en the “Seed of Woman” and the
Dragon, he saw Jesus as “the Son of Man,” sittipgnu‘clouds of glory,” the very form in
which He will return to earth. John watched assbated Jesus reaped the earth of a ripened
“harvest.” Since we already know that the 144 @@tyrs were the “first fruits” of the final
three and a half years, this “harvest” of sould mibst likely be the blessed saints who ik
rather than accept the “Mark>® Based on what we read earlier in Revelation bigagine
that these casualties will account for the bulkhofse deaths attributed to the reign of the Final
Beast Leader.

In the corresponding section of the Vision of theed8, John saw the prayers of all saints
being offered up with much incense by an angel stening at the heavenly altar. The prayers
of these saints will probably be prayers for vemgeasimilar tathose prayed by the martyred
souls John saw under the same altar earlier. Henvethis timethe prayers will be
immediately answered. The offering angel will tdke from the altar and throw into the
earth, causing great signs and wond&fs.

° This brief silence may have paralleled what happened each day during the time of corporate Jewish prayer in

connection with the morning and afternoon incense/sacrifice ceremony at the Jewish Temple.
26 you haven’t already figured it out by now, | don’t support the notion of a secret rapture of believers prior
to the final three and a half year period. | don’t see any Biblical support for the concept whatsoever. The only
way out of this world for the majority of believers “living in the last days” will be death. It’s that simple.
»7 Something very similar happened in Ezekiel's stofythe impending desolation of Jerusalem by the
Babylonians (Ezekiel 10 & 11).
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Returning to the harvest imagery, a second angklthdn be ordered to follow up the
reaping of martyred souls accomplished by the “8bMan” with a “harvest of wrath” to be
processed in the “wine vat of God’s fury,” just teuwle the city.” In view of the near context
of “mystery Babylon,®*® this city is probably Rome, and not Jerusalenmasy teach.

John saw the “blood” (perhaps a metonymyfor “slain persons”) from the trampled
“grapes of wrath” proceed from a single fogpalint, as deep as horses’ bridles (about 4 feet
deep)?® for a distance of about 184 mil&s. If this figure is used as the radius of a circle
extending outward from Vatican City at Rome, theaaffected covers much of central Italy.
Even if this figure is used as the diameter of r@leicentered upon Rome, while the area
covered is considerably less, it nevertheless sgangentral width of the Italian peninsula.
Since we know that the leaders of the Final BeasteBmentwill hate the prostitute and will
end up burning her with fire, | think it's possiliteat thisimagery may refer to her destruction
at their hands — the prophesied fall of mysteryyBan®®*

In the Vision of the Scroll John next saw “Trumpatsued to seven angels, while in the
Vision of the War Between the “Seed of the Womand ahe Dragon he next saw “Bowls”
issued to seven angels. As the former prepareundstheir trumpets as a signal for tater
to pour out their bowf3the Sanctuary of Heaven will be made “Gffits.” | think
this may be indicative of the fact that God’s Fidlath is irrevocable at this point.

% At Revelation 14:8.

29 A figure of speech in which one word stands for something else to which it is closely related; for example,
“the crown” for an entire kingdom.

289 A similar reference to horses wading through the chest deep blood of sinners being punished in the last days
can be found in the apocryphal Book of Enoch 100:1-4.

2611600 stadia (@ 606.75 feet per stadia) = 970,800 feet (183.86 miles).

Using an online calculator (http://nuclearsecrecy.com/nukemap/) | was able to see the likely effects of 50-
megaton nuclear airburst above Rome. Not only would it obliterate the city, but it would also cast fallout across
the full width of the central Italian peninsula to the NE.

2% Most aspects of the seven final trumpets/bowls are exactly parallel, as you will be able to see for
yourself. Differences that do occur are probably due to the perspective of the vision; the Trumpets come at the
end of the Vision of the Scroll and highlight Yahweh’s control of the overall situation, while the Bowls focus
more upon the wrath itself.
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PARALLELLING THE TRUMPETS & THE BOWLS
The First Four Trumpets/Bowls of Yahweh'’s Wrath

REVELATION 8
8:6 The seven angels with the seven trumpets
prepared themselves to trumpet.

8:7 The first trumpeted,

and there came into beinchail and fire, having
been mixed with blood, and was thrown

into the earth.

A third of the earth, a third of the trees, anclad
green grass were burned up.

8:8 The secondangel trumpeted, and something
like a great mountain blazing with fire was thrown
into the sea

8:9 A third of the sedecame blood and a third of
the creatures the sea died the thingshaving
souls - and a third of the ships were destroyed.

8:10 The third trumpeted, and a great star, blazing
like a lamp, fell out of heaven upon a third of

the rivers and the springs of water8:11 The

name of the star was calledlisinth” A third of the
waters

becameabsinth and many men died from the
waters because they had been made bitter.

8:12 The fourth angel trumpeted, and a third of
the sun a third of the moon, and a third of the star

werestricken, so that a third of them might be
darkened, and the day might not shine a third, of it
and the night likewise.

REVELATION 16
16:11 heard a loud voice from the sanctuary saying
to the seven angels, “Proceed. Pour out the seve
bowls of God’s wrath into the earth.”
16:2 The first came and poured out his bowl
into the earth,
and there came into beingan evil and hurtful ulcer
upon the men having the mark of the beast and
worshiping his image.

16:3 The secondtame and poured out his bowl

into the sea
and itbecamelike a deadnanis blood, and every
kind ofliving soul died- the things in the sea

16:4 The third poured out his bowl into

the rivers and the springs of water

and itbecameblood.
16:51 heard the angel of the waters saying, “You are
just, One Who Is And Who Was, the Holy One,
because You have judged all thin)6:6 Since they
poured out the blood of the Saints, you have given
them blood to drink. You are holy.”

16:71 heard the altar saying, “Yes, Yahweh
Tsabaoth. True and righteous are your judgments|.

16:8 The fourth poured out his bowl upon

the sun He was givenhe authorityto burn men
with fire. 16:9 The men were burned with great heat,
and they blasphemed the name of God having
authority over thesblows and didn’t repent to give
him glory.

8:131 looked, and | heard a single eagle flying in
mid-heaven saying with a loud voice, “Alas! Alas!
Alas for those living upon the earth due to the ofst
the soundings of the trumpets of the three angels
about to trumpet.”
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Before we get started with our survey of the Yahwelinal Wrath as demonstrated in the
Trumpets/Bowls, | want to assure Christians tHfagpou happen to end up being alive during
this period oftime, you will not be harmed directly by any of skeehorrendous things.
Remember that th&en Plagues” against Egypt were orchestrated bgddoand Aaron and
never touched aingle Israeli; as “God’s People” they were immunkexpect these “Seven
Plagues” to balirected against the Final Beast Government andethveho have unwisely
taken the “Mark.” They will be conducted very carefully by the Twotkésses, and not one
saint will be directlytouched by them. However, even as the Egyptiaremgonent reacted
negatively against thisraelis for the work of Moses and Aartii,l expect that the Final
Beast Government willttempt to punish the saints for the work of theoTWitnesses.

Yahweh’s first judgment will be directed “into tlearth.” There will be a world-wide
hailstorm, with the hailstones consisting in pafrtbtood and mixed in with “fire” (perhaps
meteors or lightning). One third of the earth’'ge®tion will be destroyed by this storm. At
the same time, everyone who has accepted the “Markiespite an unambiguous angelic
warning notto do so — will develop a painful sore, most likatythe site of the “Mark.”

Yahweh'’s second judgment will be directed “into #ea.” John saw something that he
described as a “great mountain burning” thrown itte sea. Some have suggested that this
will be a huge meteorite or comet that will hit theean. This would certainly cause a great
deal of death and destruction. There is anothgsipdity that intrigues me.

A few scientists are concerned that a volcanic tesapon the Canary Island of La Palma
might cause a huge section of that island to slide ih& Atlantic, triggering tsunamis that
would cause a tremendous amount of damage throughoutnohthern Atlantic basin.
Computermodeling predicts that waves resulting from sudatoapse could be 300+ feet in
height when they hit the coasts of NW Africa. Even afteaveling for hours across the
Atlantic, series of waves 30-75 feet high would inundatectieestlines of the Americas.

In such a scenario, damage from the tsunamis wexitehd several miles inlandHundreds
of port cities would be wiped out. Because thealic is home to some of thveorld’s most
heavily trafficked shipping lanes, John’s obsenatthat a third of the ships aea will be
destroyed could very easily come true in the eeéstich a mega tsunami.

John also wrote that a third of the sea will becdbieod” and that a third of its creatures
will die.?®® With all the effluvia of human civilization thaixists along thousands of miles of
heavily populated shorelines being suddenly backe@snto the ocean in connection with a
monster tsunami such as described above, it isipegkat an unprecedented “red tideduld
be triggered all along the Atlantic basin. The toautput of such an event cowddsily kill off
a significant minority of the world’s total seadiin a matter of days.

%4 Exodus 5.

The presumed difference between the chapters 8 and 16 regarding the extent of this ocean die off can be
explained by understanding that the former was focusing upon the totality of creatures while the latter was
focusing upon the types of creatures affected. That is to say, every species experienced some die-off, but only
about a third of the total sea creatures actually died.
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Yahweh’s third judgment will be directed against inesh water sources. In the “Third
Trumpet” account, a blazing star named Absitithvill turn the fresh water bitter. In the
“Third Bowl” parallel, the waters will be turned tblood.”?®’

As is the case in most of these final plagues, areanly guess at the mechanism thk
be used by God to bring about this particular on&laybe the Lord will cause a comet or
asteroid to graze the atmosphere or to strike Hréh's surface, thereby releasing noxious
particles that will adversely affect the fresh wetepply. Regardless, the point of the plague
fairly obvious - a third of the earth’s potable emivill become very difficult to drink.

In heaven, the angel who poured out the bowl, tegetvith the dead martyrs under the
altar of incense, will approve of the poetic justiaf this blow upon sinful mankind — since
they'd poured out the blood of the saints, God maging them drink “blood.”

Yahweh’s fourth judgment will be directed agairns tight sources/timepieces creabsd
God back on Day 4 of the Creation Wé&k.When the trumpet sounds and its attentiamtl
is poured out, their brilliance will be diminisheg a third. Since the light output of tkan,
the moon and the stars are all affected equallyhgps something will happen to the
atmosphere, causing a third of their visible lighys to bounce back into sp&cé. And yet,
while the visible light of the sun will be decredsés ultraviolet rays will apparently show a
marked increase; burning the unrepentant populaffowho will know beyond a shadow of
doubt that Yahweh is the source of these punishsnent

These first four blows could easily reach theirkpe#fiectiveness in a matter of days after
the opening of the Scroll of Wrath.

At this point, an eagle will mourn for those whoshundergo the remaining three blowfs
Yahweh’s wrath. What will have happened up to hasnt is pretty bad, but the worst —
believe it or not - is yet to come.

2%% Artemisia absinthium is a bitter tasting plant native to Europe and the Middle East.

This is reminiscent of Yahweh’s “First Plague” against ancient Egypt (Exodus 7:14-25).

Genesis 1:14-19.

Perhaps the mechanism for this plague will be closely tied to that of the previous one. Wouldn’t an
unusually high amount of particulate matter within the upper atmosphere (such as might be shed by the grazing
of a comet or be raised by an asteroid strike) cut down on the amount of light reaching the earth’s service?

?7% Could this be the result of a complete collapse of the protective ozone layer brought on by the intrusion of a
large celestial body within the atmosphere?
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The Fifth Trumpet/Bowl of Yahweh’s Wrath

REVELATION 9 REVELATION 16
9:1 The fifth angel trumpeted, and | saw a star 16:10a The fifth poured out his bowl upon the
having fallen from heaven into the earth, and g | throne of the beast,
to the well of the abyss was given to hix2 He
opened the well of thAbyss and smoke went up
out of the well like the smoke of a great furnace.
The sun and the atmosphere weagkened by the and his kingdom becanuarkened.
smoke of the well.

REVELATION 9
9:3 Locusts came out of the smoke into the edkttihority was given to them like the authority the
scorpions of the earth hav@&4 They were told that
they were not to harm the grass of the earth, ngr a
greenplant, nor any tree — only the men not havingskal of God upon their foreheadss They were
givenauthority, not that they might kill them, but rather thia¢y might torture them for five months. Their
torturewaslike the torture of a scorpion when it stings a man
9:6 In those days the men will seek death, and notifinthey will desire to die but death will fleeofn
them.

REVELATION 16
16:10b They were gnawing their tongues out of pain.
16:11 They blasphemed the God of heaven becauieeafpain and their ulcers, and did not repertheir
actions.

REVELATION 9
9:7 The appearance of the locusts was like horses héédan prepared for battle. On their heads wWengs
like victory wreaths resembling gold. Their facesrevlike the faces of mef;8 their hair like the hair of
women, and their teeth like the teeth of lioBY Their breastplates were like iron breastplates, taed
sound oftheir wings was like many horse chariots running ibattle.9:10 They had tails like scorpions
includingstingers. They had authority in their tails to ham@n five months.
9:11 They had as king over them the angel of Albgss His name in Hebrew was bad-dn, while in Greek
he had the nam&p-ol-luén.
9:12 The first “Alas!” has gone. Behold, the second “®lfacomes after these things.
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Yahweh'’s fifth judgment will be directed againsétbeople bearing the “Mark.” One thie
recently fallen “stars” will be permitted to unloekplacecalled theAbyss?’*

Thick smoke will immediately pour out of the opegiimto the Abyss plunging the
dominion of the final beast leader into a horrithéekness similar to that which occurmaring
the Exodu&’? and the Crucifixiorf/?

The opening of this deep shaft will also resultifparole” of sorts, permitting numerous
demonic beings who had been banished throughotdrjito move freely about the earth,
creating havoc under the leadership of “Destroy&r.”

Yahweh will place several conditions of releaserufiese locust-like, human-facédng-
haired, lion-teethed, iron-armored, scorpion-taiteshstrositie$’®

e They may not harm the remaining vegetation.
e They may only attack people bearing the “Mark”ué final beast leader.
 They are permitted only to torture, not kill, theictims?’®

e Their reign of terror will last only five months.

This is the only wratlevent that mentions a specific time period. Tist seem to take up
much less time. Perhaps this would be a good ftacee to introduce information regarding
apossible chronology for the final three and a lyaHrs.

7t (’iﬁucoog [abussos /ab-us-sos/] A word literally meaning “without a bottom.” It was first applied to the

unfathomable depths of the original pool of liquid out of which all things were created (Genesis 1:1-2). It was
later used in reference to the unfathomable depths of the earth where rebel spirits (“fallen angels” or “demons”)
were confined (Luke 8:31) and where the spirits of dead humans were kept prior to their redemption or
condemnation by Christ. The Abyss is therefore synonymous with the Hebrew word She-6/, the Greek word
Ha-des. Compare this location with what Jesus said in Matthew 12:40 regarding His presence in the “heart of the
earth” during the time between His death and resurrection. | think it is possible that such a place of confinement
may exist at or near the earth’s center in the spiritual dimension (i.e., within the unseen world where spirit
beings such as angels and demons naturally exist) where it intersects with the super-dense, super-heated, highly-
magnetic, molten metal core that exists there within our own physical world. That would certainly be a nasty
place of confinement for beings that cannot die.

?72 Exodus 10:21ff.

273 Matthew 27:45.

This may be another name for Satan, although | suspect it might instead be the name given to the most
ruthless of these demonic “parolees.”

%% | believe this is an accurate, literal description of what these demonic beings will look like. Perhaps they have
“mutated” from their original forms during their long internment in the Abyss.

7 Some might ask, “Why would these demons, which have already rebelled against Yahweh once, adhere to
these restrictions on their activities?” More than likely, violation of the parole stipulations would result in the
offender being immediately returned to the Abyss.

274

80



The Prophetic Chronology of Jesus®{Coming

First of all, you need to understand that all tleg kvents of Jesus’ Atonement and His
subsequent establishment of the New Covenant wenghetically preprogrammed into the
first two of the three annual observances thatyeadult Israeli male was required to attend —
Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacleslot only that, but the key event actually toolqeon
the day of the symbolic observation which foretibld

+ 10" Day of £'Month
o The Passover Lambs were selected.
o Jesus entered Jerusalem as the Final Passover Lamb.
+ 14" Day of ' Month = Passover
o The Passover Lambs were sacrificed.
o Jesus was crucified as the Final Passover Lamb.
« 1% Day of the Week after Passover Sabbath = FirstsFru
o The “First Fruits” offering from the ripening grawas presented to Yahweh.
o Jesus was resurrected as the “First Fruits” froendimad.
« 50" Day after Passover Sabbath = Pentecost
0 A special ceremony marked the official beginningtfee grain harvest.
o The Church was born.

| doubt any honest person would dare claim thengof these events was coincidental.
God obviously wanted the fulfillment to take plamethe exact day of the symbol.

The Possible Prophetic Chronology of Jesu$®Zoming

So, here’s the deal. The only mandatory observégitdo be fulfilled is Tabernacles,
along with its closely associated dates, all ofahhare very intriguing prophetically. | won't
mince words here. | fully expect each of thesepeatic events to be fulfilled on the exalety
of the Jewish observance which foreshadowed them.

+ 1% Day of 7" Month = Feast of Trumpets
0 A trumpet was sounded to mark the end of one yetre®beginning of the next.
o A trumpet will mark the %' Coming of Jesus.
+ 10" Day of 7" Month = Day of Atonement
o0 The people had to repent of their sins & accepstuwifice of their High Priest;
otherwise, they had to die for their own sin.
o The unrepentant people of Earth will die in theololp war ofHar Ma-gzd-dbn
because they refused to accept the sacrificiahdeahe High Priest Jesus.
+ 15" Day of 7" Month = ' Day of the Feast of Tabernacles
0 The people celebrated their blessed life in theritsed Land, thankful they were
no longer in the wilderness.
0 The resurrected saints will celebrate their bledisedh the new earth, thankful
they are no longer in the fallen world of sin.

77 Exodus 23:14-17; Deuteronomy 16:1-17.
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On the next few pages I've provided an example slewalendar that reflects hawings
might occur chronologically. Please understand this is not a prophecy I am simply
projecting how things might occur chronologicalbgsed on how they've already occurred. |
won’t be upset if it happens differently (although, tahoaest, | would be a bit surprised).

YEAR ONE = 384 DAYS LONG (A “long” Jewish yeal}’®

18 Month = MAR/APR 2" Month = APR/MAY 39 Month = MAY/JUN
1] 2] 3] 4] 5] 6] 7 1] 2] 3 4 9 [ T
8| 9|10 11]12] 13] 14 7] 8] 9|10 11] 12 13 5| 6| 7] 8] 9]10] 11
15| 16| 17| 18] 19 29 21 m 15 16 17 {18 [19 |20 12 |13 | 15| 16| 17| 18
22| 23| 24| 25| 26 27 2 21 22 43 P24 ps o6 |27 19 [2a | 22| 23] 24| 25
29 28] 29 30 26 27 28 29
4" Month = JUN/JUL 5" Month = JUL/AUG 6" Month = AUG/SEP
1] 2] 3 1 1] 2 3 4 9 [ r
4 5] 6| 7] 8] 910 2| 3] a5 6] 7] 8 8| 910 11]12] 13] 14
1112 13] 14| 15] 16| 17 9 |1c] 11 12] 13] 14] 15 15 16| 17 18] 19| 20| 21
18| 19| 20| 21| 22 23 24 16 17 18 19 po 1 |22 22 |23 | 25| 26| 27| 28
25| 26| 27| 28] 29 3( 28 2 25 26 B7 p8 |29 29 |30
7" Month = SEP/OCT 8" Month = OCT/NOV 9™ Month = NOV/DEC
1] 2] 3] 4] 5 1] 2] 3 ] f
6 | 7| 8] 910 11] 12 41 5] 6| 7] 8] 910 3 a5 6] 7] 8] 09
13 14| 15| 16 17| 18] 19 11| 12| 13 14 15[ 16 | 17 10| 11| 12| 13 14| 15 16
20| 21| 22| 23] 24 25 2 1B 19 20 P11 p2 [23 |24 17 [1® | po| 21| 22[ 23
27 | 28| 29| 30 29 26 2f 28 49 b4 P5 26 (27 [28 |2
10" Month = DEC/JAN 11" Month = JAN/FEB 12" Month = FEB/MAR
1] 2] 3] 4] 5] 6] 7 1] 2] 3 4 9 [ T
8| 910 11]12] 13] 14 7] 8] 9|10 11] 12] 13 5| 6| 7] 8] 9]10] 11
15| 16| 17| 18] 19 29 21 m 15 16 17 {18 [19 |20 12 |13 | 15| 16| 17| 18
22| 23| 24| 25| 26 27 2 21 22 43 24 p5 o6 |27 19 [2a | 22| 23] 24| 25
29 28] 29 30 26 27 28 29 B0
Second 12 Month
1] 2
3| a5 6] 7] 8] 09
10| 11| 12| 13] 14 1§ 1
17 | 18| 19| 20/ 21 22 2
24| 25| 26| 27| 28 2d

PROBABLE EVENTS:

1*1
» “Angel Fall” will occur. Widespread chaos will eres
« The Two Witnesses will begin their 1,260-62yministry.

During the Year
» The Ten Horn Leaders of the Final Beast Governmaltbegin their rise to power,
attempting to bring order into the chaos.
* The Two Witnesses will provide protection from Satar a select portion of the saints.
* The Final Beast Leader will begin his rise to pawer

7% Most Jewish years consist of 12 lunar months of either 29 or 30 days in length. Approximately every three

years a second 12" Month is observed in order to keep the upcoming 1° Month in sync with the Spring Equinox.
279 Any 3 % year period on the Jewish calendar will be 1,270 days in length. Apparently, the ministry of these Two
Witnesses will terminate ten days prior to the 2" Coming of Jesus Christ.
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YEAR TWO = 355 DAYS LONG

18 Month = MAR/APR 2" Month = APR/IMAY 3" Month = MAY/JUN
1 1] 2] 3] 4] 5] 6] 7 1 2 k ) 5 b
2| 3] 4] 5] 6] 7| 8 8 o 10 11 1 13 14 7 18 9 10 11 [13 1
9 | 10| 11| 12| 13 14 11 15 16 17 18 19 Po [21 14 |15 |15 | 18| 19| 20
16 | 17| 18] 19| 20 21 22 20 23 24 b5 pe6 [27 |28 21 (2B | 24| 25| 26| 27
23| 24| 25| 26| 27 28 2 2D 28 29 BO
4" Month = JUN/JUL 5" Month = JUL/AUG 6™ Month = AUG/SEP
1| 2] 3] 4 1] 2 1
5| 6| 7| 8] 9] 100 11 3] 4 9 4 7 O P B |4 |5 | [7 |8
12| 13| 14| 15/ 16 17 1 1ip 11 12 13 {14 [15 |16 9 |10 [np | 13| 14| 15
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PROBABLE EVENTS:

The Final Beast Leader will consolidate his power.
The Two Witnesses will continue their ministry.
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YEAR THREE = 354 DAYS LONG

18 Month = MAR/APR 2" Month = APR/IMAY 3" Month = MAY/JUN
1] 2] 3 1] 2 il
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18| 19| 20| 21] 22 23 24 17 18 19 20 Pp1 [22 [23 16 |18 | 19| 20| 21| 22
25| 26| 27| 28] 29 24 25 26 237 28 P9 23 24 |25 267 | 28| 29
4" Month = JUN/JUL 5" Month = JUL/AUG 6™ Month = AUG/SEP
1] 2] 3] 4] 5] 6] 7 1] 2] 3 4 5 1 P B |
8 | o 10| 11] 12] 13 14 q 1 g by 40 11 2 5 |6 [7 [8 |9 [m
15| 16| 17] 18] 19 20 21 1B 14 15 16 {7 [18 [19 12 |13 | 15| 16| 17| 18
22 | 23| 24| 25/ 26 27 2 20 21 42 23 p4a 25 |26 19 |[2a [ 22| 23] 24| 25
29 | 30 27| 28 2 26 27 28 29 BO
7" Month = SEP/OCT 8" Month = OCT/NOV 9" Month = NOV/DEC
1] 2 1] 2] 3] 4] 5] 6 7 ] p h 5 6
3] 4] 5] 6] 7] 8] 9 8] 9 1 11 1 13 14 7 [8 9 J10 (11 |13 |1
10| 11| 12] 13] 14 1§ 1 16 16 17 18 {19 [20 [21 14 [1% | 17| 18] 19 20
17 | 18| 19] 20] 21 22 2 2p 243 44 p5 p6 [27 |28 21 |28 | 24| 25| 26| 27
24| 25| 26| 27| 28 29 3 20 28 P9 BO
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PROBABLE EVENTS:

During the Year
» The Final Beast Leader will almost certainly hagasolidated his power by this time.
» The False Prophet will have begun work on his Infdgek system.
* The Two Witnesses will continue their ministry.

Before the End of the Year

* The 144,000 will have all been martyred.

* God will warn Earth’s population against participgtin the Image/Mark system.
0 Those who resist the Image/Mark system will facecexion.
0 Those who accept the Image/Mark system will faeeSbcond Death.

» 1/4 of the population will have died since AngellFa
o Some will have died in the chaos connected to ARg#!
o Others will have died in the consolidation of thedF Beast Leader’s power.
0 The balance will have died for resisting the Imdggek system.
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FIRST HALF OF YEAR FOUR = 177 DAYS LONG

18 Month = MAR/APR 2" Month = APR/IMAY 3" Month = MAY/JUN
1] 2] 3] 4] 5] 6 1] 2 3 4 1 ] 3
71 8] 9| 10] 11] 12 13 5 § 1 by 10 11 4 |5 |6 |7 |8 |9 |10
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7" Month = SEP/OCT

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9| 10| 11} 12

13| 14| 15| 16] 17 1§ 19

20| 21| 22| 23] 24 25 2

27| 28| 29| 30

PROBABLE EVENTS:

During the 1% Month
* The Image/Mark system will be fully initiated.
» Babylon the Great (Rome) will be destroyed.
* The Seventh Seal will be broken & the Final Wrdtisod will begin
o Trumpets/Bowls 1-4 have no specific time desigmatio
o Trumpet/Bowl 5 goes on for five months.

6*20 = Day 1,260 since Angel Fall

6*21 = Day 1,261
* The Two Witnesses will have finished the days efrtministry.
* They will be killed at Jerusalem by the Final Bda=ader.

6*24 = Day 1,264
* The Two Witnesses will be resurrected & will ascértd heaven.
* 7,000 people will died at Jerusalem during a geeathquake.
* The Mount of Olives will split in half, forming arédnd new valley.
* The saints remaining at Jerusalem will escapehgarand new valley.
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SEVENTH MONTH OF YEAR FOUR = KICKOFF TO THE MILLENN IUM

7" Month = SEP/OCT

1

2

3

6

7

8

9

10

13

14

15

16

17

20

21

22

23

24

27

28

28

30

7*1 = Feast of Trumpets
The Feast of Trumpets will be fulfilled by the Rifaumpet.
The Resurrection/Transformation & Rapture of thmtSawill occur.

7*10 = Day of Atonement
The Day of Atonement will be fulfilled by the Battbf Armageddon
The Battle of Armageddon will occur in the brandvnealley at Jerusalem.

7*15 = Feast of Tabernacles
The Feast of Tabernacles will be fulfilled by thegimning of The Millennium.
The T Feast of Tabernacles in The Millennium will ocatiderusalem.
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The Sixth Trumpet/Bowl of Yahweh's Wrath

REVELATION 9 REVELATION 16 ISAIAH 11
9:13 The sixthangel trumpeted, | 16:12 The sixthpoured out his 11:15bHe will wave his hand
and | heard one of the horns of | bowl over

the golden altar before God

9:14 saying to the sixth angel
having the trumpet, “Release thg
four angels who have been boun

upon the great river upon the great river the river with his mighty wind

Euphrates.” Euphrates, and its water dried ug and beat it into seven streams
so that the way of the kings of the so that one crossed it in sandals
east might

9:15The four angels —
who hadbeenprepared for the be prepared
hour, the day, the month, and th
year — were released so they
could kill a third of men.

REVELATION 9-10
9:16 The number of cavalry units was two hundred millibheard their number.
9:17 This is how | saw the horses in my vision, inclglthose sitting upon them: they had fieg,
hyacinthblue, and brimstongellowbreastplates; the heads of the horses were likbdads of lions; and
from their mouths came fire, smoke, and brimstone.
9:18 A third of men were killed by these three blowsy/the fire, the smoke, and the brimstone coming ouit
of their mouths9:19for the authority of the horses was in their mowthd in their tails, since their tails
were like serpents having heads by which they diunh
9:20 The rest of men — those not killed in these blowisd-not repent of the actions of their hands, thay
might not worship demons and idols of gold, siNennze, stone, and wood which can't see, heawvatk.
9:21 They did not repent of their murders, their soegriheiracts ofsexual immorality, or their thefts.
10:11 saw another strong angel coming down from healawing been wrapped in a cloud. The rainbow
was upon his head, his face was like the sun gaislike pillars of fire10:2and he had in his hand a little
scroll that had been opened. He placed his rigittdpon the sea and the left upon the ldd3 and cried
out in a loud voice, as if a lion roared. When Hectout, the seven thunders spoke.
10:4 When the seven thunders spoke, | was about to whits | heard a voice from heaven say, “Seal up
what the seven thunders said, and do not write them
10:5The angel whom | saw standing upon the sea and tiygoland raised his right hand into the sky,
10:6 and swore by the One who lives into the ages of aghe One who created the sky and the things in
theland and the things in it, and the sea and thehim it — that there would be no more tigieen
10:7 Instead, in the days of the sound of the sevengelawhen he is about to trumpet, the secret of God
wascompleted as it was proclaimed by His servantptbphets.
10:8 The voice that | heard from heaven spoke to menagad said, “Go take the little opened scroll ia th
hand of the angel that is standing upon the seaipod the land.”
10:91 went to the angel, saying to him, “Give me thtdiscroll.”
He said to me, “Take and eat it. It will be bitteryou stomach, but in your mouth it will be swéle¢
honey.”10:101 took the little scroll out of the angel’'s handdaate it. In my mouth it was sweet like honey
andwhen | ate it, it made my stomach bitter.
10:11 They were saying to me, “You must again prophesgr @eoples, nations, languages, and many
kings.”
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Yahweh'’s sixth judgment will be directed “upon tjreat river Euphrates.”

According to the information revealed in the “Trustipvision, there will be four angels
“having been bound” at the Euphrates. While I'nt pertain as to whether these are rebel
angels who have been “secured” as crimfffalsr loyal angels who have been “restricted” in
their activity?®* | tend to lean more toward them being the loyalcexioners of Yahweh.

Regardless, | am absolutely positive that theseelangill be the leaders of the 200
million cavalry unit army which John described. rthermore, | am convinced that they are
the “kings of the East” mentioned in the “Bowl” iog, based on the following:

e The “Trumpets” & “Bowls” are obviously parallel viss.

* The Euphrates River is prominent in both visions.

. The Euphrates River is located in “The E&§t.”

. The word “king” is a synonym for the word “rulerdhd we know that angels haleen
described in such term&

e The “Trumpet”/“Bowl” event will permit these “anggl“kings” to take action.

John’s detailed description of these units alsdcatds that they are supernatural, not
natural in form, and that their military commandarge angelic, not human. Finally, their
task is very specific — the swiff and systematic execution of a third of humanityl sti
living®®® and following the final beast leader despite repaatcrystal-clear warnings from
Yahweh not to do s&'

Following these executions, another angel will amue that time is uf’ that the long-
term plan of Yahweh to effectively deal with thegalic/human rebellion against His rule
that began in Eden (i.e., the gosp&lwas about to come to its climax. It was this tégit
sweet” gospel message that the Apostle John wasyest®® and pass on to the people of his
time. This is the same gospel that we ought tchbeirsg with the people of our time.

280 As Satan will be in Revelation 20:1-3.

Such as the four angels of God mentioned in Revelation 7:1-3. Perhaps they are these four angels.
| know that it is fairly common for “prophecy experts” to associate these 200 million cavalry units with a
Chinese-led invasion of the Middle East, but that simply doesn’t make sense. “The East” is the normal Bible
term for the Mesopotamian region, not the Orient.
?%3 Daniel 10:13 and Ephesians 6:12.
Their work will be accomplished during a divinely appointed hour, day, month and year.
This means that in less than three and a half years, half of the world’s population will have died — a fourth
of the original population will die under the rise and rule of the final beast leader, with a third of those
remaining (a fourth of the original population) perishing on this day.
% Since there is nothing in the text about the seven thunders, there’s really no reason to comment on them at all
%7 “Time shall be no more.” I'm afraid that the use of this memorable line in the marvelous 1894 hymn,
When The Role Is Called Up Yonder, has led to a very widely held misunderstanding of this phrase from
Revelation 10:6. The angel is not saying that chronological reckoning will come to an end, but rather, that
Yahweh'’s gracious patience (2 Peter 3:9) has finally come to an end.
%88 50 well defined by Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:1ff.
This sounds very much like what happened with Ezekiel (Ezekiel 2:8-3:11).
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The Death, Resurrection & Ascension of the Two Wéses

REVELATION 11
11:7When they [the two witnesses] finished their testiy, the beast rising out of thdyssdid battle with
them, overcame them, and killed theti:8 Their corpsesvereupon the street of the great city that is
spiritually called Sodom and Egypt, where also their masteronasfied.
11:9The corpses were seen by peoples, tribes, languaggsations for three and a half days. Their ses
were not allowed to be placed in a torih;10and those living on the earth celebrated over thveene
merry, and gave gifts to one another, since thesgtophets had tortured those living on the earth.
11:11 After three and a half days the spirit of life fr@dod entered them, and they stood on their feetalGr
fear fell on those who were watching thetti:12 They heard a great voice from heaven saying to them
“Comeup here.” They ascended into heaven in a cloudffaidenemies watched them.
11:13In that hour a great earthquake occurred and h t#rthe city fell. Seven thousand men were kilked
the earthquake, and the rest were terrified aneé gy to the God of heaven.
11:14The second “Alas!” has gone. Behold, the third ‘Alacomes quickly

ZECHARIAH 14
14:4b The Mount of Olives will be split by a huge chagrom the east to the west; half of the mountain w
slope toward the north and half of it will slopeverd the soutl

REVELATION 16
16:131 saw three unclean spirits like frogemeout of the mouth of the dragon, the mouth of thasheand
the mouth of the false prophé&6:14for these are the demonic spirits that performssighich go out upon
the kings of the entire inhabited earth to gathent together to the battle of the great day of Geabaoth

16:15(Behold, | come like a thief. How blessed is the @rho is watching and keeps his clothing, so tleat
might not walk naked and his shame be seen.)
ZECHARIAH 12 MATTHEW 24
12:10bThey will look to me whom they pierced 24:30aThen the sign of the Son of Man shall be
made to appear in heaven.
and theywill mourn for him as one mourns for the| Then all the tribes of the eanthill mourn .
only son and weep for him as one weeps for the
firstborn
ZECHARIAH 12 ZECHARIAH 14 REVELATION 16
12:11In that day there will be 14:2al will gather all the nations| 16:16He gathered them together
great mourning in Jerusalem, likq to Jerusalem for war... into the place called in Hebrew
the mourning at the pomegranat GHar Ma-gzd-don
orchard in the plain ccutting. [Mount Cutting].

ZECHARIAH 14
14:5aYou will escapevia the valley of My mountain (for the valley of the omdains will extend to Azel);

you will escape just as you escaped in the fatkeobarthquake during the days of Uzziah, Kinguafah...
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As you may remember from the sample calendar peavishrlier, the 1,260 days set aside
for thework of the two witnesses is just 10 days shorthoée and a half years on a Jewish
calendar system. We know that Yahweh's fwvophets will be killed at Jerusaléth after
they finish their work. Their deaths will set @ffvorldwide celebration among the peoples
of the world, since these two godly men will dgen by them as the cause for all the mayhem
of the recent past. Like infamous criminals theadieswill be displayed for all to see; more
than likely broadcast on live media. It will appes if the dragon, his human agents and
followers had won.

Then, three and a half days later, they will sudigée resurrected and will ascend into
heaven. Their ascension will be associated withrearthquake that will destroy a tenth of
Jerusalem and kill an estimated 7,000 personsiaffiected area.

| have come to believe that this earthquake w#balesult in the splitting of Mt. Olivet
and the formation of a brand-new valley leadingh® Dead Sea region, as described by the
prophet Zechariaf®® The few remaining saints in Jerusalem will escdpen this valley
toward the east. Presumably they will then headhstoward the vicinity of the ancient city
Bozrah, located approximately 25 miles SE of theadd&ea in the modern Kingdom of
Jordan. We’ll come back to this information later.

Meanwhile, at the demonic instigation of the dragod his human minions, the armads
the world will begin gathering to Jerusalem in orde repel the imminent invasion of
Jesus. They will assemble in the valley formedthwy splitting (or “cutting”) of Mount
Olivet — now called “Mount Cutting” or “Mount Gash. This is the true location of
“Armageddon” and not near the city of Megiddo sdsBemiles north of Jerusaleftf

Everything will then be in place for the soundinigtle seventh and final “Trumpet” and
the pouring out of its attendant “Bowl.” This wile the g Coming of Jesus Christ.

% Jeremiah 23:14 specifically likens Jerusalem to Sodom.

Eventually the east flowing branch of the “River of Life” will run through this valley, bringing life to that region
(Zechariah 14:8; Ezekiel 47:1-12; Joel 3:18; cf. Revelation 22:1-2).

%2 | stumbled across this information when | was doing some translation work in Zechariah 12. | noticed that the
Hebrew scholars who translated this passage into Greek during the 3™ Century BC didn’t use the proper noun
“Megiddo” in verse 11 like our English versions do. Instead, they actually translated the Hebrew with a Greek
participle meaning “of being cut out”. When | started looking more closely at the Hebrew, | discovered that the
word in question actually had a different ending than that which was used every other time the city of Megiddo
appears in the text, which would certainly explain why the Septuagint translators chose not to treat it as if it
were a reference to the city — it wasn’t. In Revelation 16:16, John used a Greek transliteration of this same
Hebrew word, simply prefixing it with the Hebrew word for mountain - GHar Ma-géd-dén. By using the
Septuagint’s translation of the Hebrew word, and keeping in mind it was John's inspired designation for a specific
site, | came up with the name “Mount Cutting” or “Mount Gash.”
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The Seventh Trumpet and Bowl = The Secofbming of Jesus Christ

MATT. 24
24:30cThey shall
see

DAN. 7

7:13band behold
there wagsoming

with the clouds of
heaven onelike a
son of man

with him.
the Son of Man
coming uponthe
clouds of heaven
with power and
much glory.

ZECH.

14:5cYahweh my
God will come,
and all his saints

14 REV. 19
19:11al saw
heavenopened,
and behold

a white horse and
sitting upon it
One...

1TH. 4

4:16aThe Lord
himself will come
down with a
shout;

REVELATION 19

19:11b ..called Trustworthy & True. In righteousness Hegesl and wars19:12His eyes were like
flames of fireand upon His headeremany diadems, with a name written ugbamwhich no one knew but

Himself.

ISAIAH 63

63:1Who is this coming from Edom; from Bozrah
with redgarments; this One clothed gloriously with
great strength?
“l am the One declaring righteousness and
judgments of salvation.
63:2 “Why are your garments red?”
63:3"“l am treading the wine vat alone. There is n(
a man from the nations with me. | trod them in my
fury, and trampled them in wrath. Théiood
spattered on my clothes, and all my garments we
defiled.63:4 For the day of vengeance is in my he
and the year of my redemption has arrived.

1 THESSALONIANS 4
4:14 For since we believe that Jesus died and ros
again,wealsobelievethat God will bring those who
have fallen asleep in Jesus with him.

REVELATION 19
19:13aHe was wrapped
in agarment

dipped inblood.

His name had been called the Word of God.
19:14The armies in heaven were following him
upon white horses, having been clothed in clean
white linen.

REV. 11 MATT. 24 1 COR. 15 1TH. 4 REV. 16
11:15a The 24:3laHe 15:52In a 4:16bwith the 16:17a The
seventh will send his moment, in the voice of the seventhpoured
angel angek twinkling of an archanget out his bowl

with a great eye,with the last With the upon the air,
trumpeted, trumpet, trumpet, for the trumpet of God,
trumpet will
sound,

Excerpt from 1 CORINTHIANS 15

15:52¢ and the dead wilberaised incorruptible,
and we will be transformed5:53for this
corruptible must put on incorruptibility and this
mortality must put on immortality.

Excerpt from MATTHEW 24
24:31band they will gather together his chosen or
from one extremity of the heavens unto the ...

Excerpt from 1 THESSALONIANS 4
4:16b and the deadn Christwill rise first,

4:17 thereafter, we who are still living will
simultaneously be caught up with them into cloud
in a meeting with the Lord in the atmosphere.

D
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REVELATION 11 REVELATION 16
11:15band there wergreat voices in heaven 16:17b and there camegreat voicefrom the
saying, “The kingdom of the world has beconne Sanctuarythat is from the thronesaying, “It has
kingdomof our Lord and His Christ, and He shall | happened.”
reign into the ages of ages.”

REVELATION 11
11:16 The twenty-four elders sitting before God on thieiones fell down upon their faces and worshiped
God,11:17saying, “We thank you, Yahweh Tsabaoth, Who iswad, because you have taken your great
powerand ruled11:18 The nations were made angry, and the time for yoath has arrivedhe timefor
the dead tobe judgedthe timeto give wages to your servants — the prophetssdigs, and those who
revere you namdgoth small and great, arlde timeto defile those who have defiled the earth.”
11:19aThe Sanctuary of God in heaven was opened, anarkhef his covenant was seen in his Sanctuary.

REVELATION 11 REVELATION 16
11:19bandthere occurred flashes of lightning, 16:18 There occurred flashes of lightning,
noises, thunders noises, thunders
an earthquake, and there waa greatearthquake, it was so great

an earthquake, that such has not occurred since man
came to be upon the earft6:19The great city fell
into three parts and the cities of the nations fell
Babylon the Great was remembered in God's
presence, to give her the cup of the wine of his
wrath.16:20Every island fled and mountains coulg
not be found.

andgreat hail. 16:21 Great hail about @alentos[a weight
somewhere between 50 and 100 pouredsh fell
from heaven upon men. Men blasphemed God frgm
the blow of hail, because the blow of hit was soyve
great.

=

REVELATION 19
19:6 1 heardsomethindike the sound of a great crowd and like the soefnghany waters and like the sound
of strong thunder saying, “Hallelu Yah! Yahweh Taath ruled19:7 Let us rejoice; let us celebrate; and I¢
usgive Him glory, because the wedding of the Lambdraised and His bride has prepared herd€If8
She wagjiventhe abilityto clothe herself in white, clean linen, for thedln is the righteous activities of the
Saints.
19:9 He said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who Haeen called to the wedding dinner of the Lamb.”
He also said to me, “These are the true words af Go
19:101 fell before his face and worshipped him. He gaidhe, “See you dondo that | am a fellow slave
with you and your siblings that have the testimofyesus. Worship God, for the testimony of Jestise
spirit of prophecy.”
19:15A sharp sword came from his mouth so that by itright strike down the nations. He treads the wine
vat of God Tsabaoth’s furious wratt®:16 He has upon his garmetibat isupon his thigh, a name written,
“King of kings” and Lord of lords.”
19:171 saw one angel standing in the sun, shoutinglaud voice, saying to all the birds flying in thedst
of the heavens, “Come, gather together for thetglieaer of God19:18so that you may eat the flesh of
kings,commanders, mighty men, horses, and those sitpng them; the flesh of everyone, free, slave,
small, andgreat.”19:191 saw the beast, the kings of the earth, their esrhawving been gathered together {
make war wittthe one sitting upon the horse and with his army.

—
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92



When the “Seventh Trumpet” sounds and the “Sev&awl!” is poured out, Jesus will
arrive as the victorious King of kings and Lordiafds. In keeping with the symbolism thfe
ancient Israeli calendar previously discussedysqmeally believe that He will come ahe first
day of the Seventh Jewish Month — a date alsoct#ile Feast of Trumpets

In the prophecy of Isaiah, He is pictured as “cagrirtom Edom; from Bozrah,” covered
the blood of His enemies. This makes me suspeattdsus will re-enter our world in tBky
above that vicinity; either rescuing the remnanbelievers who escaped from Jerusakefew
days earlier, or possibly avenging their recentsaa® by the peoples of that region.

Interestingly enough, Edom is specifically citediaes object of Yahweh’s extreme wrath
Isaiah 34, where Yahweh’s “day of vengeance” i® aigentioned. In that passage Edam
described as being turned into a place of eternahibg and desolation as “payback” for
actions taken against Zion.

The “Seventh Trumpet” is also called the “Last Tpat” By it He will dispatch His
angels tagather believers to Himself. First, the bodieshef righteous dead will be resurrected
and their spirits, which returned with Jesus, will baged insidé®* At that same time, the
bodies of the righteous living will be transformed instaneously. Afterward, all these
“Immortals” will be caught up to meet Jesus “in the air” abthe=Middle East.

With the terminal wrath of God coming to a clodes heavenly Sanctuary will be opened
once again. Inside will be the Ark of the Covenatitie earthly throne of Yahwéfr

Meanwhile, on Earth, there will be absolute chad$e people will be terrified by the
sudden appearance of Jesus in the sky, amidst giggds and sounds similar to those that
occurred when Yahweh descended upon Mt. Sinai. réberrection and transformation of
myriads of saints around the globe and their sulsatflighten masséo theMiddle East will
certainly unnerve the assembling armieslat Ma-gzd-dn.

All these things will be attended by an unpreceel@miobal earthquake and hailstotimat
will destroy cities all over the world.

Planet Earth will also be getting its long-anti¢gsi’® makeover.

The Day of Yahweh will come like a thief. Durinth§t day] the sky will disappearith a
whistling sound, the basic elements will disassefblmidst intense heat, afitarth and the things
accomplished in her will be found out. Since héige things will beeleased in this way, what saft
peopleought you be in holy behavior and pienticipating and urging on the arrival of the Ddy o
God by which the blazing heavewndl be loosed and the basic elements will diss@wgdst intense
heat? But we aranticipating new heavens and a new earth accotdifgs promise; one in which
righteousness dwelfs®

293 | eviticus 23:24-25 & Numbers 29:1-6.

Perhaps Ezekiel 37 — the famous “dry bones” passage - describes this resurrection of the righteous.

Regardless of unsubstantiated stories to the contrary, the Ark hasn’t been seen since around 620 BC. It
simply vanished. Is it possible that the reason it disappeared shortly before the 1* Temple was destroyed was so
that it could be kept on reserve in the heavenly Sanctuary until Jesus could use it as His Millennial throne? | think
that very likely.

?%® Romans 8:19.

The Greek word so often translated into English as “destroy” literally means “loose” or “release.”

2 Peter 3:10-12.
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It appears that Earth and its atmosphere will Imjewed on a subatomic level. Whatever
entropic “code” Yahweh “programmed” into its elert@nstructure as “The Curse” upon
Creation for the sin of Adam and Eve will be rerm$® The elements will disassemble and
reassemble with a sudden burst of energy, expresséeat. More than likely, this will take
place so fast and so smoothly that it will appeatdantaneous; even as the transformatidhef
mortal bodies of the living saints will take plaoethe “twinkling of an eye.”

Major geological changes will happen in the MidEkest around this time.

Zechariah wrote that when Yahweh becomes King efwhole earth, “living waterswill
flow out of Jerusalem, splitting into two brancheme into the eastern (Dead) sea and into
the western (Mediterranean) sea; flowing all yeand>®

In a vision of the glorious Temple that should héeen built after the Israelis returned
from Babylonian captivity (but wasn't}* Ezekiel saw a river flowing from the vicinity dfe
Sanctuary on Mt. Zion. Lining its banks will beriaus fruit trees, producing a crop wbit
each month and continually putting out leaves wiiate healing qualitie$?

| fully expect to see this river of life begin fling around the time of"@ Coming. It will
originate beneath the area on Mt. Zion where Jetsushe will sit, flowing directly eastward
(apparently through the nettar Ma-gzd-dbn valley) into the valley where the Dead Sea is
currently located, giving life to that body of wate

In order for the Dead Sea to become (and rema@shfrit will need an outlet southward
into the Gulf of Agaba arm of the Red Sea. Thil$ macessitate the entire Jordan Valleing
raised as much as 1,400 feet. In my opinion,hiisbe the reversal of what happenetien it
was “overturned” during the destruction of Sodond &omorrah. Prior to thatatastrophic
event, it was described as being like the Nile &eitr the Garden of Eden, widtibsolutely no
mention of the Dead SEX

If, as | have proposed, thd“2Coming ends up fulfilling the remaining observanae
ancient Israeli calendar, then there will be altofden days between thd8“2Coming of Jesus
on 7*1, and the final bloody battle at Jerusalenv8I0. | imagine that the resurrected saints
will pass the time in a celebratifireferred to as the “Wedding Dinner of the Lam.”

2% Genesis 3:17-19 and Romans 8:18-25.
*% Zechariah 14:8-11.
During the reconstruction of the Temple, after the Israel’s return from Babylonian Captivity, the prophet
Haggai said that the Second Temple seemed like “nothing” when compared to the First Temple (Haggai 2:3).
500 years later, when Herod the Great laid out his plans for renovating the Second Temple, he gave as one of
his reasons the fact that the reconstruction was considerably inferior to the First Temple (Antiquitites 15.11.1).
If the detailed plans given in Ezekiel 40-48 had been followed to the letter, this would not have been the
case. Yahweh'’s glorious presence would have filled the 2" Temple after the Israelis returned from Babylon
and reestablished the theocracy (43:1-5) and the chronology of events culminating in the coming of Messiah,
His Atonement for sin and the subsequent presentation of the gospel to the Gentiles of the world would
have been considerably different.
%2 John described a very similar scene in New Jerusalem (Revelation 22:1-2).
Genesis 13:10; 19:29. We'll catalog more of these changes when we come to the Millennium.
I think that Isaiah 25:6-9 has a very interesting description of this celebration.
In a sardonic twist of scene, the scavenger birds will be invited by an angel of God to a feast of their own; a
feast of corpses to be served when the Battle of Har Ma-géd-don takes place.
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The Battle of Har Ma-@d-don

ZECHARIAH 14
14:4 His feet will stand in that day upon the Mount div@s, which is opposite Jerusalem on the east.

REVELATION 19
19:14The armies in heaven were following him upon whibeses, having been clothed in clean white lingn.

2 THESSALONIANS 2 DANIEL 7 REVELATION 19
7:11b[As | was watching]
the beast wasilled 19:20 The beast was

apprehended, and with him the
false prophet who had performed
the signs before his presentiee
signsby which he had deceived
those taking the mark of the beast
and worshipping his mage.

2:8b Yahweh will destroy him by| and its body given The two were thrown alive
the breath of his mouth and put | into the burning fire. into the lake offire burning
an endo himby the appearance with brimstone.

of His arrival.

REVELATION 19
19:21The rest were killed by the sword that came froerttfouth of him sitting upon the horse, and all th¢
birds were satiated with their flesh.
20:11 saw an angel, coming down out of heaven, haviegey to the Abyss and a great chain in his hangd.
20:2He overpowered the dragon — the ancient serpentisibiabolosandSatan— and bound him for one
thousand year20:3 He threw him into the Abyss, shut it, and sealexl/@r him, in order that he might not
deceive the nations until the thousand years wempteted. After these things, it will be for himlie
releasedor a short time.

We know that Jesus and His army of immortal sawilt “touch down” in the area
formerly called Mount Olivet. The assembled arnoéshe Final Beast Government will be
wiped out by Jesus in the “Valleyhere Yahweh Judges®®® Zechariah 14:12-14 describes
how the soft tissue of these soldiers will begifigqoefy. Blind and mute, they’ll panic and
begin attacking one anoth&. Scavenger birds will begin feasting on the bodteswnupon
the ground.

% Joel 3. The name “Jehoshaphat,” which appears in many versions is not a reference to the king of that

name, but rather to the literal meaning of that name: ye-hé-sha-fat “Yah judges.”
7 zechariah 14:12-13. This reminds me of how Yahweh gave victory to the Judean people in the days of
Jehoshaphat, when they needed only stand by and offer praise while God caused the invaders to attack one
another (2 Chronicles 20:22-25).
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After Yahweh's victory the battlefield will be lgted with stinkingcorpses® These
remains will be gathered into an open, mass gravéan from Jerusalerin Edom?3°%, where
maggots will continually consume and fire will ceanstly burn®*® This location will serve as a
vivid reminder to the remaining mortals (who hawedgularlyvisit Jerusalem in order to pay
tribute) of the fate awaiting anyone who opposesking ofkings and Lord of lord&"* Jesus
will consign the Final Beast Leader and his FalsgpRet tothis Lake of Fire.

Afterwards, according to Isaiah 11:11-16, the aohthe immortal saints gathered bgsus
when He comes, will spread out into the ancienti®ed Land, taking over therritory once
held by ancient Assyria (modern Iraq) to that ohetd by ancient Egypiincluding modern
Sudan). [After the first celebration of the FeakiTabernacles in the negarth, | expect this
“Holy Zone” will be parceled out by King Jesus tasHholy saints imrappropriate allotments,
fulfilling His prophecy “the meek...will inherit thearth.”

Meanwhile, an angelic soldier will track down arapture Satan. Presumably, othegel
soldiers will be doing the same with the rest & thbel angels. Satan (and his angeidl)
then be bound and thrown into tiédoyss which will then be resealed® This marks the
beginning of the period generally called the Mitiamm.

3% |saiah 34:1-3.

%9 |saiah 34 and Ezekiel 35.  Will “Hell” be located in Edom?

*'%|saiah 66:24; Mark 9:42-48

! |saiah 66:23-24.

*2 Matthew 6:5.

Remember that it was unsealed during the fifth wrath event.
96

313



THE MILLENNIUM
The Administration of the Surviving Mortals

12 A5 forthe rest of the beasts, their rule was transfeaed an extension of life was given to them uhé

appropriate time.

DANIEL 7

PSALM 2
2:9 He will shepherd them with an iron rod,

REVELATION 19

19:15b He will shepherd them with an iron rod.

DANIEL 7

7:9 1 was watching until
thrones were set up.
The Ancient of Days
was sitting. His clothing
was snow white and the|
hair of his head like
processed wool. His
throne was a blaze of
fire and its wheels were
blazing with fire.

7:10 A river of fire was
being drawn out before
him. Thousands of
thousands were serving
him, and ten thousands
of ten thousands were
standing before him.

A court sat and books
were opened.

REVELATION 20

20:41 sawthrones.
Theysatupon them and
judgment was given to
them. The individuals
beheaded due to their
testimony about Jesus
and the Word of God,;
those who did not
worship the beast or his
image; who refused to
take the mark upon thei
forehead or upon their
hand; these came to life
and ruled with Christ a
thousand year20:4

The rest of the dead did
not live until the
thousand years were
completed. This is the
first resurrection.

MATTHEW 19
19:28bIn the
restoration, whenever
the Son of Man sits
upon the throne of his
glory, you who have
been
following me
will yourselves
sit upon twelve
thrones judging the
twelvetribes
of Israel.

LUKE 22
22:28You are those
who have remained
with me during my
tests,22:29even
as my Father appointed
me a kingdom, | am
appointing yow22:30to
eat and drink with me af
my table in the
kingdom.You will also
sit upon twelve
thrones judging the
tribes
of Israel.
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MATTHEW 8 LUKE 13

13:28In that place there will be weeping and
grinding of teeth,

8:101 tell you,

manywill come from the eastandwestand will be
reclined withAbraham, Isaac,andJacob in the whenever you sefbraham, Isaac,

kingdom of the heavends3:11 while the sons of the | Jacob,and all the prophets the kingdom,
kingdom will bethrown out into outer darkness. but with you beinghrown outside.

13:29Theywill come from the east, westnorth,
and south, and will be reclined in the kingdom of

God.
in that place there will be weeping and grinding
of teeth.
EZEKIEL 34 EZEKIEL 37
34:231 will set over thenone shepherdand he will
shepherd them my servant David 37:24 My servant Davidwill rule in their midst,
he will be theirshepherd andhe will be one shepherdor all.

There will apparently be some sort of hierarchgtaelcture during the Millennium.

Obviously Jesus will be the “High King” of the ataf kihgdom. Those martyred on His
behalf will have a special place in His kingdoms promised by Jesus, the twelve apostids
sit upon twelve thrones exercising some sort of inthtnative leadership overesurrected
Israelis. They would therefore be half of the ttyeflour enthroned elders waaw throughout
John’s visions. Perhaps Abraham, Isaac and Ja®okheee of the remainintyvelve, since
Jesus connects them prominently to the eternaldkimg While it's possibl¢hat the mention
of David as the shepherd of Israel may be symbaofidesus, the “Son dbavid” and the
“Shepherd of Israel,” | see no reason to rule batgdossibility that theesurrected King David
may be literally intended, as Jesus’ chief admiatst of theresurrected Israelis.

As for those of Gentile extraction among the re=stterd righteous, I'm of the conviction
that we Gentile believers will have place withie tlesurrected Israeli natidt After all, Jesus
did say that many from outside ethnic Israel wdnddwelcomed at the table of thevenant
while many ethnic Israelis will be exiled for theiisbelief>*®

But why would the structure of government, whichdGormulated to keep chaos under
control3'® be needed in Paradise? The answer to that qudsiiogs us to the very puzzling
impression that not every aspect of the old creatidll pass away at the time of th&2
Coming. Some parts of the final beast governmefitbei granted an “extension of life” that
runs parallel to the millennial kingdom.

31 Galatians 3:29.

Matthew 8:11-12.
Romans 13.
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Zechariah informs us that the mortal survivorshef tinal beast kingdom will be requiréal
present themselves before Yahweh Tsabaoth eachdyeag the Feast of Tabernaclesthiéy
do not do so, God will withhold rain from their reg of the world as punishment ftneir
disobediencé’’ These are the nations which Jesus will shephéitdawod of iron andver
which the resurrected saints of the millennial goweent will reign.

Here are some possibilities:

e We know that at least 50 % of the original popwolatwill die during the final three
and ahalf years. More will die at The Battle far Ma-gzd-dbn. At any given
moment, abouB0% of the world population is under 15 years af.agerhaps the
“Millennial Mortals” will be young people whom God gives the opportutatgrow
up in a perfect worldinder the perfect reign of Jestis.

e It is possible that many non-Christians living oarth during the final three and a
half years will refuse to worship the final beast leadereasons of their own. Yet,
they maynot appreciate Jesus’ reign either. Perhaps théetvial Mortals” will
be people whosginful, self-centered independence needs to bdigigad.

e Perhaps the “Millennial Mortals” will be a mixtucé these two groups.

317 7echariah 14:16-19.

Is it possible that Jesus might resurrect all those who, throughout history, died in the womb or in
childhood without a chance to choose for themselves and then let them do so during the Millennium?
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A Selection of Old Testament Passages about LifinexMillennium

The OIld Testament has lots of prophecies about ¥atsifinal, perfect kingdom. Here
are just some of theft?

Amos 9:11-15 (8 Century BC)

» The context begins with a prophecy that Gerfifesvill be part of a renewal of the
Davidic Kingdom®*

e An extremely prosperous agricultural system wiléx

e Faithful Israel will be returned permanently froaptvity to an inheritance in the land.

Hosea 1:10-11 (8 Century BC)

e This is the source of the prophecy that those, Beth and Gentile, of whom God once
said, “You are not My people,” will later be callezbns of the living God**?

e Faithful Israel “will be gathered together” as ister described in Mark 13:27 and
2 Thessalonians 2%

e The two kingdoms of Hosea’s day will acknowledgerale leader over both.

« They will “go up from the earth®*

Hosea 2:14-23 (8 Century BC)

e Agriculture mentioned.

e The animals will become tame and people will cedisgarfare.
e Faithful Israel will be married forever to Yahweh.

Micah 4:1-8 (8" Century BC)

e This passage begins with a prophecy about right€aunsiles.

e Implements of war will be converted into implemeofsagriculture; warfare training will
become obsolete and an easy agricultural lifestiyldbecome the norm.

e “Gathered together” mentioned.

e Yahweh will reign forever from Mt. Zion.

319 This list is intended to be illustrative, not exhaustive. There are other “Millennial” texts that can be found

by using these passages as a starting point.

2% Where the Masoretic text has “remnant of Edom” in verse 12, the Septuagint has “remnant of Man.” This
is because “Edom” and “Man” look exactly the same in ancient Hebrew. “ Man” makes much more sense.

! Quoted by James during the so-called 1% Jerusalem Council on Gentile inclusion (Acts 15:13-29).

Romans 9:22-33 and 1 Peter 2:9-10.

The ancient Hebrew word is yap [qabats /kaw-bats/] — compare the modern word Kibbutz, an Israeli
community and/or the houses of which it is comprised — while the ancient Greek is cuvdyopat (synagomai),
ouvdyw (synagé) - compare the modern word Synagogue, a\ congregation and/or the building where it meets.

% The original language wording in this passage struck me as odd. Is this a reference to the resurrection?
Furthermore, the name '7&;_;'!3'7, 'myj;rj [Yizrd'e’l /yiz-reh-ale/] means “God sows.” Read how Paul described the

resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15:42-49.
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Isaiah 11:1-12:6 (§ Century BC)
e A Davidic leader mentioned.
e Peaceful animals mentioned; carnivores will becbardivores.
e Gentiles becoming part of the kingdom.
e “Gathering together” mentioned.
e There will be major geologic events
o If the Jordan Valley does rise up as | suggestelieeahe Gulf of Agqabd?® which is
part of the same fault line, (perhaps the Gulfwé5 too) may just simply disappear.
0 The Euphrates will become a shallow system of sstreiams.
o0 Together, these two topographical changes wédimit the establishment of an
Assyria-Egypt highway (the “Highway of Holiness”).

Isaiah 25:6-27:13 (8 Century BC)

e Yahweh will prepare a great feast on Mt. Zion.

 This is the source text for death being “swallowptf?° forever.

e The judgments of Yahweh mentioned.

e Here is an unambiguous prediction of the resuaati the righteous.

e Yahweh will punish Satan, a.k.a. “Leviathahiw-yah-thap the Dragon.
e “Gathering together” mentioned; specifically by gwind of a trumpet.

Isaiah 35:1-10 (§' Century BC)

« Water will begin flowing in the Arabaff, bringing it to life.

e Blindness, deafness and lameness will be removed.

e The “Highway of Holiness” will be traveled by sasriteading to Jerusalem.
e There will be no “wild” animals.

Isaiah 43:1-44:8 (§ Century BC)
e “Gatheringtogether” mentioned.
e A‘“desert highway” and “streams in a desert” memdia.

Isaiah 65:8ff (8" Century BC)

e Faithful Israel will inherit the Promised Land, Whthe unfaithful will be punished.

e Yahweh will create a new heavens and a new eanthyhich sorrow and death are
completely unknown.

e Peaceful animals mentioned.

e “Gathering together” mentioned.

323 | think this is probably what is meant by the “tongue of Egypt.” The Gulf of Agaba separated ancient Egypt’s

Sinai territory from the land of Midian (later southern Edom).

*2° 1 Corinthians 15:50-57.

This region stretches along the entire Jordan Valley/Dead Sea depression, from just south of the Sea of
Galilee to the Gulf of Agaba (the very area | expect to be raised above sea level), as well as throughout the
entire Sinai Peninsula, south of Israel.
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Joel 3:17-21 (¥ Century BC)

e This text follows an extensive passage about trey“@f Yahweh” (3:1-16).

e Agriculture mentioned.

e A spring on the Temple (which waters the regiothefDead Sea) mentioned.

e Judah and Jerusalem will be inhabited forever &ftdnweh avenges Faithful Israel.

Jeremiah 30:18-31:14 (7 Century BC)

e Faithful Israel will be led by one of her own.
e Agriculture mentioned.

e “Gathering together” mentioned.

Jeremiah 32:36-33:26 (*f Century BC)
e “Gathering together” mentioned.

e A Davidic leader mentioned.

e Faithful Israel restored forever.

Ezekiel 40:1ff (6" Century BC)

e The Temple described in this text was to be byilthmse returning from Babylon, if they
had repented of their rebellion; they had not} seas not (43:1-12).

e Presumably, if it had been, Messiah would have ceamner; dealt with sin in a manner
different than what actually happened; the gospelilds have gone out to the Gentiles;
andthe Millennium would have started much earlier.

e The river of life originating from Mt. Zion will ftw during the Millennium (47:1-12).

Zechariah 14:1-21 (8' Century BC)

e Water flowing from Mt. Zion mentioned.

e Reign of Yahweh mentioned.

e There will be mortals left after a great war agaileyusalem who must attend the annual
Feast of Tabernacles.

Zephaniah 3:8-19 (8' Century BC)
e Reign of Yahweh mentioned.
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CHART: “The Highway of Holiness” & The Rebel Regit of Ezekiel Chapter 38
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Satan’s Final Coup Attempt

REVELATION 20 EZEKIEL 38
20:7 Whenever the thousand years has been 38:8aAfter many days you will be summoned; in
completed, later years you will come into a land that has put

away the sword, having been gathered from all the
nations into the land of Israel.
Satan will be released from his detention.
20:8 Going out, he will deceive the nations in the | 38:2aSon of man,

four corners of the earthGog andMagog — in set your face again§og, the land oMagog...
order to gather them for war; their number being &
the sand of the sea.
38:9 You will go up like a rainstorm. You will
arrive like a cloud obscuring the land; you and all
those with you — the many nations with you.

20:9 They went up upon the wide expanse of the
land surrounding the encampment of the saints, tk
beloved city.
38:18“It will be in that day, wherGog comes upon
the land of Israel,” says Yahweh God, “My anger
will arise in My face.”

38:221 will judge him by pouring upon him and
those with him — the many nations with him — death,
Fire came down from heaven and devoured them| blood, torrential rain, hail stonefire and brimstone.
20:9 The slanderer misleading them was thrown i
the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast an
the false prophdtadandbeen throwpand they will
be tortured day and night into the ages of ages.

As you probably know, many prophecy teachers (dihidPre-Millennial Dispensationalists)
turn the invasion of the Promised Land describelzekiel 38 and 39 into a Russia-led invasion
of the modern state of Isra&f Even after hearing and reading their many expians for
doing so, | am still dumbfounded that they have aloow overlooked the blatantly obvious
indication this Scripture is perfectly parallelRevelation 20:7-20!

328 . . . .
Modern Israel must never be confused with Faithful Israel. Modern Israel is a secular government with some

Jewish religious minority elements; it does not - in any way, shape or form - acknowledge Jesus as Messiah. Even
though Paul makes it clear that God loves and is concerned about ethnic Israelis, he and other New Testament
(Jewish) writers also make it plain that anyone - Jew or Gentile - who rejects the Son is left without the Father as
well. God has no covenantal relationship with or obligations toward the modern state of Israel.
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Let’s consider just a couple of these conspicumistg.

» Both prophets write about a war centering on thtoas of Gog and Magog against
Israel. What are the odds they’re writing about thifferent wars 1,000 years apart?

« The modern state of Israel has only been arourmesif47 and it has had to fight or be on
the defensive nearly every day of its existent®.no way does it resemble the people of
Israel in Ezekiel 38, “living securely” (vs. 8) ifunwalled villages” (vs. 10). To the
contrary, modern Israel has wisely built a securayrier to keep terroristsut.

Without going in to a huge amount of detail, tresaihat | think will happen to trigger the
War of Gog andMagog.

As the Millennium continues, many of the mortalh¢ever they are) will tire of honoring
Jesus as King of kings and Lord of lords. It wandtter to them how perfect the world around
them is; they will chaff just at the thought of rogting their own boss.

These hard-hearted types will have already takemesfence outside the “Holy Zone,”
defined by the “Highway of Holiness” as being frahe territory of ancient Assyria (modern
Irag), down through the modern countries of Syrehanon, Jordan, Israel, and into the territory
of ancient Egypt (which included modern Sudan). t Because they still had to present
themselves before King Jesus each year at the &e&abernacles (perhaps paying Him tribute
from their agricultural produce) they couldn’t mage more than a couple weeks journey (by low
tech means) away from Jerusalem. This would lotsen exactly where Ezekiel 38 locates
them — in the ancient territories of Magog, Mesaol Tubal (in the Caucasus region between
the Black and Caspian Seas); in the ancient teggmf Persia (modern Iran), Ethiopia (same
name) and Put (modern Libya); in the ancient et of Gomer and Beth-togarmah (modern
Turkey and Armenia); and with allies located in #meient territories of Sheba (modern Yemen)
and Dedan (western part of modern Saudi Arabia)aandng the famed merchants of Tarshish
who once operated nautical trade routes in thesabtediterranean and in the Red Sea.

Over time | expect some of the more radical indraild will quit making that annual trip to
Jerusalem altogether. As more and more rebelseein make their mandatory presentation
before King Jesus, Yaweh will start invoking thgateve conditions of Zechariah 14:17-19. The
perfectly lush homelands of these sinners will betjiying up from lack of rain. While they
might be able to overcome such effects in the stesrh - via irrigation and trade - in the
long-term it will become a matter of survival.

If Satan were to come to them at such a time, Wnayld certainly be ripe for his suggestion
that they invade the bountiful lands of the saiat&rthrowing King Jesus in the process.

Of course their plans will come to nothing. Yahwetll destroy them without effort,
tossing Satan into the lake of fire, where he withain for eternity.
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AFTER THE MILLENNIUM — REVELATION 20:11ff

For the sake of brevity, and since we've alreaalyeced our target topic of “Living in the
Last Days,” | want to just touch on the remaindiethe book of Revelation. After God has
decisively put down Satan’s attempted, Post-Millahooup, the saints will clean up the mess
left behind. According to Ezekiel 39:9 16, it widlke the saints seven months to clean up
the bodies and seven years to burn up all the quaipment. Presumably the perfect Earth will
regenerate itself and reverse the drought affecisgit on by the rebellion of the Millennial
mortals.

It is at this time that Yahweh will resurrect tharighteous dead in order for Jesus to judge
them. Their damnation is already certain, othesviiiey would have been resurrected in the
previous resurrection - the resurrection of thategus. This “white throne” judgment is much
more like a sentencing hearing. They’'ll be asgigaspecific place in the eternal lake of fire
based on what the records reveal. But they wildag there primarily because they have no
relationship with the Son.

Who really knows how long this process will tak&/ith potentially billions of sinners
from all ages being hauled before the tribunal mig<lesus it may take many thousands of
years>? But since everyone has eternity before them, \tiference will it make?

After all this, the city of New Jerusalem will desd from heaven. The descriptions of the
city seem to refer back to Old Testament prophecies

e The eternal presence of God’s “sanctuary” amongpldaple comes from, among other
places, Ezekiel 37:26-28.

e The city being built of precious materials goeskiaclsaiah 54:11-17.

e The arrangement of the gates sounds like Ezeki80D485.

e The River of Life will flow through the city as deribed in Ezekiel 47:1-12.

Obviously Yahweh will make some adjustments tortee earth in order to make room for
this massive structure. It is so large that il wilmpletely cover the entire eastern end of the
Mediterranean basin. This fact alone emboldensonstate with great confidence that the New
Jerusalem will not be put in place until after thest-Millennial coup attempt, for its presence
would not leave space for the territories from Viahtice rebels will come.

The most natural reading of the text would makecthea perfect cube, as was the Holy of
Holies, towering well above the reaches of ourentratmosphere. The city will be the capital
for the eternal Kingdom of Yahweh. In and outtoill move the Immortal Saints,
doing whatever they will do for all eternity.

And what will that be? Well, that's so speculatifiat even a lifetime of seminars would not
be sufficient to exhaust the subject. Let us syntyd satisfied to say, “We shall see.

329 Just by way of illustration, let’s use our current time reckoning. If Jesus pronounced judgment on one person

per minute, 24 hours each day, year round, He could deal with 525,600 sinners per year. Even at that rate it would
still take over 19,000 years to judge 10 billion people.
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APPENDIX A: ANCIENT IMAGES RELEVANT TO UNDERSTANDIN G DANIEL 7

Winged Lion = Babylonian Empire

The winged lion was a very ancient Mesopotamian
symbol associated with the goddess Inanna/IsHtathis
Sumerian depiction, Inanna is standing upon onéeof
winged lions.

This second winged lion (the wings extend backw
from its front shoulder and mane) is one of margt tmed
the walls of “Processional Avenue,” just north loé t‘Ishtar
Gate,” in Nebuchadnezzar’'s Babylon.

Lopsided Bear = Median/Persian Empire

As shown in this ancient Iranian artwork, the brown
bear (rsus arctos a species which includes our North
American “Grizzly”) has been hunted as sport faugands
of years. Its huge size and tremendous strengtre we
, perceived as the perfect challenge for Median asdién
warrior/hunters.

Four-headed & winged Leopard = Macedonian Empire

Alexander the Great is figuratively portrayed asim3isus
in this late 4' Century BC floor mosaic from his hometow
of Pella, Macedonia. His whirlwind conquest of tBast
made him like Dionysus in the minds of his subjects

Dionysus was the Greek god of wine production &éa.|
the Roman god Bacchus), who supposedly traveled rte
East” (Asia Minor, Mesopotamia, Persia and Indi
spreading his art of vintage making, while amassmany &
followers and great wealth. He then returned haman
ivy-covered chariot pulled by leopards.
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Ten-Horned, Iron-Toothed Beast or Dragon = Roman Erpire

The dragon often appears in ancient Mesopotamiathalongy. The
patron god of the city of Babylon was Marduk [a.KBel” or “Master” (cf.
the Canaanite “Ba’al’)]. He supposedly slew Tiantae great dragon of
Chaos (the primeval ocean out of which everythiag wreated), creating the
world from her corpse. He is shown here, on tHisC@ntury BC cylinder
seal, accompanied by his own horned draggQ

, During the & Century BC, the hornec
dragon of Marduk was incorporated into Babyloniamllwgs
decorations by King Nebuchadnezzar.

Through a long series of contacts between Mesopatzérhe World of the Babylonlans
Medians and Persians) and southern Europe (thelwbithe Greeks and Romans), the dragon
imagery eventually attached itself to the Roman i&mp

Trajan’s Column in Rome (AD 113) includes this iraagf a captured
draco— a dragon-headed windsock apparently used blydree archers of
the western Asian peoples (whom Trajan had recelefigated) in order to
gauge wind speed and direction.

The Roman cavalry of the earl
2" Century very quickly adopted th@
use of thedraco as their own military &
standard. By the "4 Century, the §
draco had all but displaced the Eaglt
, . as the military standard of the entilgas
Roman army. In fact, army standard bearers wenplgi "
called “dragon bearers.” A

The dragons found in European literature, art,
architecture, etc. [such as this Welsh flag, whgtied to
5" Century legends about the British-Roman leaders
Ambrosius, Uther & Arthur Pen-Dragon (“Head Draggn”
are merely vestiges of the Roman Empire’s symbolic
dragon heritage.
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APPENDIX B: ANNOTATED NASB (1977) TEXT OF DANIEL 10 12330
{Embedded notes (primarily chronological) by Thomas J. Short}

10:1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Perdié35 BC} a message was revealed to Daniel,
who was named Belteshazzar; and the message wasamdione of great conflict, but he
understood the message and had an understanding agion.

10:2In those days I, Daniel, had been mourning foreteetire weeksl0:31 did not eat any

tasty food, nor did meat or wine enter my moutlr,did | use any ointment at all, until the entire
three weeks were completetD:4 And on the twenty-fourth day of the first morfiHU/FRI
11/12 APR 535 BC}, while | was by the bank of the great river, tisathe Tigris,10:51 lifted

my eyes and looked, and behold, there was a cemtaim dressed in linen, whose waist was
girded witha belt ofpure gold of Uphaz10:6 His body also was like beryl, his face had the
appearance of lightning, his eyes were like flantiorghes, his arms and feet like the gleam of
polished bronze, and the sound of his words likestbund of a tumult.

10:7 Now |, Daniel, alone saw the vision, while the nveimo were with me did not see the
vision; nevertheless, a great dread fell on therd,they ran away to hide themselv&8:8 So |
was left alone and saw this great vision; yet mengjth was left in me, for my natural color
turned to a deathly pallor, and | retained no gtlenl0:9 But | heard the sound of his words;
and as soon as | heard the sound of his word8,ihfe a deep sleep on my face, with my face to
the ground.

10:10 Then behold, a hand touched me and set me tregnblinmy hands and knees.
10:11 And he said to me, “O Daniel, man of high esteendeustand the words that | am about
to tell you and stand upright, for | have now besent to you.” And when he had spoken this
word to me, | stood up trembling.

10:12Then he said to me, “Do not be afraid, Daniel,ffom the first day that you set your
heart on understandirigis and on humbling yourself before your G{8AT/SUN 23/24 MAR
535 BC}, your words were heard, and | have come in resgptmgour words10:13 “But the
prince of the kingdom of Pers{the fallen angel in control of the Persian region} was
withstanding me for twenty-one days; then beholi;hdel{“Who Is Like God?”}, one of the
chief prince{the top leadership tier among God’s loyal angels}, came to help me, for |
had been left there with the kings of Persia.

10:14“Now | have come to give you an understanding o&takill happen to your people in
the latter days, for the vision pertains to thesdgstfuture”

330 Used with explicit permission. New American Startti Bible Copyright © 1960, 1962,
1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977 by Th&ban Foundation La Habra, Calif. All
rights reserved. For Permission to Quote Inforomatiisit http://www.lockman.org.
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10:15And when he had spoken to me according to thesdsybturned my face toward the
ground and became speechles3:16 And behold, one who resembled a human being was
touching my lips; then |1 opened my mouth and spakel, said to him who was standing before
me, “O my lord, as a result of the vision anguists lkome upon me, and | have retained no
strength.10:17 “For how can such a servant of my lord talk witltlsias my lord? As for me,
there remains just now no strength in me, nor hgdeaeath been left in me.”

10:18 Then this one with human appearance touched me again aerdgtened me.
10:19 And he said, “O man of high esteem, do not be @&ff@eace be with you; take courage
and be courageous!”

Now as soon as he spoke to me, | received streargthsaid, “May my lord speak, for you
have strengthened me.”

10:20 Then he said, “Do you understand why | came to yBut?l shall now return to fight
against the prince of Perdjthe fallen angel in control of Persia}; so | am going forth, and
behold, the prince of Greedthe fallen angel in control of Greece} is about to come.

10:21 “However, | will tell you what is inscribed in theriting of truth. Yet there is no one
who stands firmly with me against thek®ces except Michael your princ§God’s loyal
angel responsible for the righteous Jews}.

11:1 “And in the first year of Darius the Meifé {538 BC}, | arose to be an encouragement
and a protection for him.

11:2“And now | will tell you the truth. Behold, threeare kings are going to arise in Persia
{Cambyses (629-530 BC); Pseudo-Smerdis (622 BC); and Darius (521-486 BC)}.
Then a fourth{Xerxes (485-465 BC), who was married to Esther} will gain far more
riches than albf them;as soon as he becomes strong through his ricaesillrarouse the whole
empireagainst the realm of Gree{¥erxes attempted a massive but miserable failure
of an invasion into Greece in 479 BC}.

11:3“And a mighty king will arise, and he will rule vhitgreat authority and do as he pleases
{Alexander the Great (336-323 BC)}.

11:4 “But as soon as he has arisen, his kingdom wilbtwken up and parceled out toward
the four points of the compass, though not tools descendants, nor according to his authority
which he wielded; for his sovereignty will be upted andgivento others besides the{After
Alexander’s death, his empire was eventually divided into four Greek kingdoms,
each ruled over by former leaders in his army. Two of them ended up
bracketing Judea - Ptolemy in Egypt & Seleucus in Syria}.

**1 Darius the Mede was another name for Cyaxares I, the uncle of Cyrus the Great.
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11:5 “Then the king of the Sout{Ptolemy | (323-285 BC) — hereafter in the text,
“king of the south” always references a Ptolemaic ruler in Egypt} will grow strong,
along with one of his princes who will gain ascendancy over hind abtain dominion; his
domainwill be a great dominiorindeed {Seleucus | (312-280 BC) started out as a
subordinate of Ptolemy |, but his kingdom soon became much larger than that of
Ptolemy — hereafter in the text, “king of the north” always references a Seleucid
ruler in Syria}.

11:6 “And after some years they will form an alliancadahe daughter of the king of the
South{Bernice, daughter of Ptolemy Il (285-246 BC)} will come to the king of the North
{Antiochus Il (261-246 BC)} to carry out a peaceful arrangement.

But she will not retain her position of power, mail he remain with his power, but she will
be given up, along with those who brought her iid the one who sired her, as well as he who
supported her ithosetimes.{ Laodice, whom Antiochus Il had divorced in favor of
Bernice, conspired to have both Bernice and Antiochus Il killed.}

11:7 “But one of the descendants of her line will anisehis place{Bernice’s brother,
Ptolemy lll (246-222 BC)}, and he will come agains#iteir army and enter the fortress of the
king of the North{Seleucus Il (246-226 BC)}, and he will deal with them and displgseat
strength{Ptolemy Ill got rid of Laodice}. 11:8 “And also their gods with their metal images
and their precious vessels of silver and gold he tale into captivity to Egypt, and he on his
part will refrain fromattackingthe king of the Nort{Seleucus Il} for someyears.

11:9 “Then the latter will enter the realm of the kinfjithe South{Ptolemy I}, but will
return to hisownland.

11:10 “And his {Seleucus II’s} sons {Seleucus Ill (226-223 BC) & Antiochus Ill
(223-187 BC)} will mobilize and assemble a multitude of greatcés; and one of them will
keep on coming and overflow and pass through, hleathay again wage war up to hisry
fortress.

11:11 “And the king of the Sout{Ptolemy IV (221-203 BC)} will be enraged and go
forth and fight with the king of the NortfAntiochus lll}. Then the latter will raise a great
multitude, buthat multitude will be given into the hand of thermer. {Ptolemy IV defeated
Antiochus Illl in 217 BC}

11:12“When the multitude is carried away, his heart Ww#l lifted up, and he will cause tens
of thousands to fall; yet he will not prevalll:13“For the king of the Nort{Antiochus I}
will again raise a greater multitude than the farnaad after an interval of some years he will
press on with a great army and much equipment.

11:14 “Now in those times many will rise up against thieg of the South{Ptolemy V
(203-181 BC)}; the violent ones among your people will also tifemselves up in order to
fulfill the vision, but they will fall down{A Jewish rebellion was crushed in 200 BC}
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11:15"Then the king of the Nort§Antiochus I} will come, cast up a siege mound, and
capture a well-fortified city; and the forces oktlsouth{Ptolemaic Egypt} will not stand
their ground,not even their choicest troops, for there willfzestrength to make a starid.:16
“But he who comes against him will do as he pleaaed no one wilbe able towithstand him;
he will also stayfor a timein the Beautiful Land{Judea}, with destruction in his hand.
{Antiochus lll gained control of the region which included Judea by 197 BC}

11:17“And he will set his face to come with the powernd whole kingdom, bringing with
him a proposal of peace which he will put into effene will also give him the daughter of
women to ruin ifAntiochus lII’s daughter, Cleopatra |, was married to Ptolemy V in
194 BC}. But she will not take a starfidr him or be on his side.

11:18“Then he will turn his face to the coastlands aaptare many. But a commander will
put a stop to his scorn against him; moreover, ler@pay him for his scornl1:19“So he will
turn his face toward the fortresses of his own Jdnd he will stumble and fall and be found no
more. {Antiochus |ll died in 187 BC while trying to plunder a pagan temple
treasury.}

11:20“Then in his place one will arise who will send @ppressor through the Jewello
kingdom; yet within a few days he will be shatterdaibugh neither in anger nor in battle. .
{Seleucus IV (187-175) died in a conspiracy carried out by his finance minister,
who had recently attempted — unsuccessfully — to take funds out of the Jewish
Temple.}

11:21“And in his place a despicable person will arise,vehom the honor of kingship has
not been conferred, but he will come in a timerahguility and seize the kingdom by intrigug.
Seleucus IV’s brother,Antiochus IV (175-164 BC) simply took control of the
kingdom rather than permit his young nephew, Demetrius (10 yrs), to come to
the throne.}

11:22“And the overflowing forces will be flooded awayfbee him and shattered, and also
the prince of the covena{Perhaps a reference to the High Priest Onias lll, who was
murdered in 170 BC}

11:23“And after an alliance is made with him he will ptiae deception, and he will go up
and gain power with a smdibrce of people.11:24 “In a time of tranquility he will enter the
richestparts of the realm, and he will accomplish what his &thnever did, nor his ancestors;
he will distribute plunder, booty, and possessiamong them, and he will devise his schemes
against strongholds, bahly for a time.
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11:25“And he will stir up his strength and courage agathe king of the Sout{Ptolemy
VI (181-146 BC)} with a large army; so the king of the South wiblilize an extremely large
and mighty army for war; but he will not stand, fechemes will be devised against him.
11:26 “And those who eat his choice food will destroy hiamd his army will overflow, but
many will fall down slain11:27“As for both kings, their hearts will batenton evil, and they
will speak liesto each otheat the same table; but it will not succeed, far ¢ind is stilko come
at the appointed timel.1:28 “Then he will return to his land with much plundé&ut his heart
will be setagainst the holy covenant, and he will take actadthenreturn to hisown land.
{Because the Ptolemies were threatening to seize control of Southern Syria
(including Judea) Antiochus IV invaded & conquered Egypt in 169 BC, but
withdrew without keeping control of Alexandria}

11:29 “At the appointed time he will return and comeointhe South{in 168 BC,
Antiochus IV reinvaded Egypt}, but this last time it will not turn out the watydid before.
11:30 “For ships of Kittim {Roman ships operating within the eastern end of the
Mediterranean Sea} will come against him; therefore he will be distieaed{Antiochus
IV chose to withdraw after a Roman ultimatum that he do so}, and will return and
become enraged at the holy covenant and take afAmtiochus IV began his systematic
elimination of Judaism in 167 BC}; so he will come back and show regard for those wh
forsake the holy covena§Secular Jews willingly assisted Antiochus IV in his anti-
Judaism campaign}.

11:31"And forces from him will arise, desecrate the gaacy fortress, and do away with the

regular sacrifice {the twice-daily sacrifices in the Jewish Temple were first
interrupted on Pentecost (SAT/SUN 3/4 JUN 167 BC) and were completely
stopped by the final day of the 7*" Jewish Month (FRI/SAT 20/21 OCT 167 BC)}.
And they will set up the abomination of desolati{h.Greek-style altar was set up on top
of the Jewish altar on 9*15 (WED/THU 6/7 DEC 167 BC). The Greek-style altar
was dedicated to Zeus with the sacrifice of a sow on 9*25 (SAT/SUN 16/17 DEC
167 BC).}

11:32“And by smoothwordshe will turn to godlessness those who act wickeolyard the
covenant{describing Antiochus IV’s relationship with the secular Jews}, but the
people who know their God will display strength dakie actio{describing the resistance
movement begun by Matthias, the priest of Modein }.
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11:33“And those who have insight among the people wileginderstanding to the many;
yet they will fall by sword and by flame, by captiw and by plunder, formany days.
11:34*Now when they fall they will be granted a littleellp, and many will join with them in
hypocrisy.11:35 “And some of those who have insight will fall, imder to refine, purge, and
make them pure, until the end time; becaiiss still to comeat the appointed timgAfter
three years of armed resistance, the religious Jews captured & rededicated the
Jewish Temple on 9*25 (SUN/MON 13/14 DEC 164 BC). Eventually, the leaders
of that movement established an independent Jewish dynasty that combined the
“kingship” with the high priesthood.}

{Antiochus IV died during the winter of 164/163 BC, after naming his young
son, Antiochus V (164-162 BC), as his successor, but leaving the actual
administration of the kingdom to a trusted officer. Another officer attempted to
seize control and a mini civil war broke out.}

{While many commentators teach that the verses from 11:36 onward cannot
be applied to past historical events, insisting they will be carried out by some
future persecutor of Israel, | strongly disagree and provide the following
application.}

11:36 “Then the king will do as he pleas§Pemetrius | (162-150 BC), whom
Antiochus IV had usurped 13 years earlier, upon learning of the death of his
uncle and the subsequent turmoil regarding the matter of succession, came to
Syria from Rome (where he had been sent as a hostage) in order to claim the
throne for himself}, and he will exalt and magnify himself above evgog, and will speak
monstrous things against the God of gods; and Hepmasper until the indignation is finished,
for that which is decreed will be done.

11:37"And he will show no regard for the gods of hidats or for the desire of women, nor
will he show regard for angther god; for he will magnify himself abowemall. 11:38 “But
instead he will honor a god of fortresses, a godmwhis fathers did not know; he will honaim
with gold, silver, costly stones, and treasurg$:39 “And he will take action against the
strongest of fortresses withe help ofa foreign god; he will give great honor to thoskow
acknowledgehim, and he will cause them to rule over the many, \ailidparcel out land for a
price. {Demetrius |, like his uncle before him, aggressively opposed religious
Judaism, making use of secular Jews.}

11:40 “And at the end timgthe end of anti-Jewish persecution®*% the king of the
South {Ptolemy VI} will collide with him {Demetrius 1}, and the king of the North
{Alexander (153-145 BC), who claimed to be the son of Antiochus IV} will storm
against him with chariots, with horsemen, and withny ships; and he will enter countries,
overflowthem,and pass througfAlexander defeated & killed Demetrius | in 150 BC}.

%32 The official end of the Macedonian oppressionta fews came in 142 BC, during tH& y&ar of
Demetrius Il and the®lyear of the Simon Maccabaeus (142-135 BC), whiarkethe beginning of the
independent Hasmonean Kingdom of Israel (142-37. BC)
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11:41 “He will also enter the Beautiful Landin an effort to gain his support,
Alexander honored Jonathan the Jewish High Priest as “First Friend” at the port
city of Ptolemais in 150 BC }, and manycountrieswill fall; but these will be rescued out of
his hand: Edom, Moab and the foremost of the sésmanon {none of these areas ever
came under Alexander’s control}.

11:42*Then he will stretch out his hand againgher countries, and the land of Egypt will
not escapell:43“But he will gain control over the hidden treasucégjold and silver, and over
all the precious things of Egypt; and Libyans arttlidpianswill follow at his heels{He
accomplished this by marrying Cleopatra Thea, the daughter of Ptolemy VI. }

11:44 “But rumors from the East and from the North wilstdrb him, and he will go forth
with great wrath to destroy and annihilate mahl.45“And he will pitch the tents of his royal
pavilion between the seas and the beautiful HolyuMain {In 145 BC, while Alexander
was in Phoenicia, Demetrius Il (145-138 BC), the son of Demetrius |, came from
Crete to Syria in order to take the throne for himself}; yet he will come to his end, and
no one will help him{Ptolemy VI originally marched to Syria in order to assist his
son-in-law, Alexander; however, when he discovered a plot by Alexander to have
him assassinated, he immediately divorced Cleopatra from him & offered her in
marriage to Demetrius Il, promising a military alliance as well. Seeing that his
kingdom was lost, Alexander fled to Nabataea, where he was killed and his head
sent to Ptolemy VI.}

12:1 “Now at that time{during the post-Macedonian period} Michael, the great
prince who standguard over the sons of your peop{&od’s loyal angel responsible for
the righteous Jews}, will arise. And there will be a time of distressch as never occurred
since there was a nation until that tifthis is the very passage quoted by Jesus in his
“Olivet Discourse” in reference to the impending destruction of Jerusalem}; and
at that time your people, everyone who is foundttemi in the book, will be rescue{The
Atonement took place & the Gospel was preached to Israelis prior to the
Temple’s destruction.}

12:2“And many of those who sleep in the dust of theugobwill awake, these to everlasting
life {this verse clearly jumps ahead to the “First Resurrection” of the righteous
dead (Revelation 20:4-6)}, but the others to disgra@nd everlasting contempfthen it
jumps ahead another thousand years to the “Second Resurrection” of the
remaining dead (Revelation 20:5; 11-15}.

12:3 “And those who have insight will shine brightly ¢éikhe brightness of the expanse of
heaven{loosely quoted by Jesus in Matthew 13:43 }, and those who lead the many to
righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.

12:4"But as for you, Daniel, conceal these words arad 8p the book until the end of time
{until the time of the events described herein};, many will go back and forth, and
knowledge will increase.”
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12:5 Then |, Daniel, looked and behold, two others waending, one on this bank of the
river, and the other on that bank of the rivi2:6 And one said to the man dressed in linen, who
was above the waters of the river, “How lomij it be until the end ofthesewonders?”

12:7 And | heard the man dressed in linen, who was altbeewvaters of the river, as he
raised his right hand and his left toward heaven swore by Him who lives forever that it
would be for a time, times, and haltime{a Hebrew idiom for 3 'z years}, and as soon as
they finish shattering the power of the holy peppletheseeventswill be completed.

12:8 As for me, | heard but could not understand; saitl,s“My lord, whatwill be the
outcome of thesevents?

12:9 And he said, “Gogyour way,Daniel, forthesewords are concealed and sealed up until
the end timduntil the time of the events described herein}.

12:10 “Many will be purged, purified and refined; but tkecked will act wickedly, and
none of the wicked will understand, but those whwehinsight will understand.

12:11 “And from the time that the regular sacrifice isobshed, and the abomination of
desolation is set uphere will bel,290 dayqthis represents the period from Pentecost
(SAT/SUN 3/4 JUN 167 BC), when the regular sacrifices were first interrupted
until the Temple was rededicated on 9*25 (SUN/MON 13/14 DEC 164 BC)}.

12:12 “How blessed is he who keeps waiting and attaingh® 1,335 days! {This
probably represents the death date of Antiochus IV on 11*10 (TUE/WED 26/27
JAN 163 BC) . We know for a fact that he died at some point during the winter of
164/163 BC, after learning that the Jews had recaptured & rededicated their
Temple. }

12:13"But as for you, goyour wayto the end; then you will enter into rest and again
{be bodily resurrected} for your allotted portion at the end of the age.”
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APPENDIX C: THE ISRAELI SEVEN-YEAR SABBATICAL CYCLE
Shortly after Israel entered the land of Canaan in the spring of 1416 BC, the manna on which they
had subsisted for the past forty years ended (Joshua 5:12), necessitating the planting of their very first
crops during the fall of that year. This meant that the 1% Sabbatical Year began on 7*1 in the 47" Year
of the Exodus. Subsequent Sabbatical Years began in the 7" Month of the following years:

1410 1403 1396 1389 1382 1375 1368 Jubilee 1 = 1367
1361 1354 1347 1340 1333 1326 1319 Jubilee 2 = 1318
1312 1305 1298 1291 1284 1277 1270 Jubilee 3 = 1269
1263 1256 1249 1242 1235 1228 1221 Jubilee 4 = 1220
1214 1207 1200 1193 1186 1179 1172 Jubilee 5 = 1171
1165 1158 1151 1144 1137 1130 1123 Jubilee 6 = 1122
1116 1109 1102 1095 1088 1081 1074 Jubilee 7 = 1073
1067 1060 1053 1046 1039 1032 1025 Jubilee 8 = 1024
1018 1011 1004 997 990 983 976 Jubilee 9 = 975
969 962 955 948 941 934 927 Jubilee 10 = 926
920 913 906 899 892 885 878 Jubilee 11 = 877
871 864 857 850 843 836 829 Jubilee 12 = 828
822 815 808 801 794 787 780 Jubilee 13 = 779
773 766 759 752 745 738 731 Jubilee 14 = 730
724 717 710 703 696 689 682 Jubilee 15 = 681
675 668 661 654 647 640 633 Jubilee 16 = 632
626 619 612 605 598 591 584 Jubilee 17 = 583
577 570 563 556 549 542 535 Jubilee 18 = 534
528 521 514 507 500 493 486 Jubilee 19 = 485
479 472 465 458 451 444 437 Jubilee 20 = 436
* *
430 423 416 409 402 395 388 Jubilee 21 = 387
381 374 367 360 353 346 339 Jubilee 22 = 338
332 325 318 311 304 297 290 Jubilee 23 = 289
293 276 269 262 255 248 241 Jubilee 24 = 240
234 227 220 213 206 199 192 Jubilee 25 = 191
195 178 171 164 157 150 143 Jubilee 26 = 142
%3344
136 129 122 115 108 101 94 Jubilee 27 = 93
%3354
97 80 73 66 59 52 45 Jubilee 28 = 44
38 31 24 17 10 3BC AD5 Jubilee 29 = AD 6
%3364
AD 12 AD 19 AD 26 AD 33 AD 40 AD 47 AD 54 Jubilee 30 = AD 55
AD 61 AD 68 AD 75 AD 82 AD 89 AD96 | AD 103 Jubilee31=| AD 104
F.y..”
1972 1979 1986 1993 2000 2007 2014 | Jubilee 70 = | 2015

333
334

336
337

Indicated by the public reading of Deuteronomy during the 7" Month (Nehemiah 8:1ff; cf. 2:1; 6:15ff).
Specifically cited in 1 Maccabees 6:49,53 (cf. 1 Maccabees 6:20-63).
% specifically cited in Antiquities 13.8.1-2 (cf. 1 Maccabees 16:14ff).

Specifically cited in Antiquities 14.16.
If, like me, you’re curious as to where we’re at on this cycle today, here’s the information.
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